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Welcome to St. Martin's Lutheran Church and a special welcome to those from area 

community churches representing the Archbold Area Ministerial Association, specifically 

Archbold United Methodist, Lockport, Central & West Clinton Mennonite. 
 

Why do we worship on Good Friday?  Good Friday emerged historically as preparation 

for Easter.  Historians believe that before Friday became a commemoration of the death 

of Christ, it was a simple day of fasting and preparation for Easter.  Fasting before 

Easter was not an invention of Christians.  Many early Christians would have known or 

practiced the Jewish tradition of a day-long fast in preparation for the celebration of 

Passover that our Jewish brothers and sisters still participate in.  Over the centuries this 

day began to have significance as a day of worship to remember Jesus’ death by 

crucifixion. 
 

The setting for our worship tonight is a bare chancel.  At the conclusion of our worship 

last evening, Maundy Thursday, all adornments to the sanctuary and the altar were 

removed, preparing us for tonight’s worship.  Through the ritual of this stripping of the 

altar, we recall that Jesus was abandoned by his followers, stripped of his dignity, and 

left to face the cross alone.  No benediction was given last evening nor will one be given 

tonight because these Holy Week services are one continuous worship service. 
 

We departed worship last evening in silence and we begin tonight’s worship in silence. 
 

As you prepare for worship tonight, you are encouraged to read and meditate on Psalm 

22 which can be found on page 224 in the front part of the green Lutheran Book of 

Worship in the pews.  The psalm shifts from themes of abandonment, even persecution, to 

promise and hope.  These themes are evident throughout our worship tonight because we 

do not focus on our personal grief at the death of Jesus, but we focus on the glory of the 

cross and its message of salvation. 
 

The basis of our worship tonight is the Passion story as recorded in the Gospel of John. 

 

 

To facilitate a worshipful atmosphere, please turn off all cell phones and 

electronic devices for the duration of the worship service. 
 
 

 

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader 

Bold text is spoken by the Congregation 

 



 3 

PRELUDE             “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” 
arr. by M. Burkhardt 

 
WELCOME – Pastor Paul Reichert 
 
Please Stand 

HYMN                        “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
Please sing unison on Verse 4 

 



 4 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
On the night our Lord Jesus was betrayed, he entered the garden to pray.  Turning to 

his disciples he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.”  Then he 

withdrew to be with his Father in prayer. 

Forgive us, Lord for being tempted to withdraw from your 
presence. 

 

Jesus prayed that the cup of suffering would be taken from him, and not his will but 

the Father’s will be done. 

Forgive us, Lord for being tempted to seek our own will and not 
yours. 

 

Strengthened by an angel, Jesus prayed earnestly.  His sweat was like drops of blood 

falling to the ground. 

Forgive us, Lord for not exerting ourselves in prayer. 
 

Judas, the betrayer, came and kissed him. 

Forgive us, Lord for the many betrayals in our lives and our quick 

embrace of the world instead of you. 
 

Soldiers seized him and led him away.  He was denied by his own, mocked and 

beaten by unbelievers, tried without justice, not recognized by those he came to 

save, sentenced by his governing body, and crucified with criminals. 

Forgive us, Lord for the times we have mocked and denied you in 

our own lives. 
 

On that Friday, one man died specifically for sin to gain eternal life for all. 

Forgive us, Lord for centering on ourselves and not looking to 

you as you suffered on that cross for us. 
 

Death descended, and Christ gave up his spirit. 

Forgive us, Lord for fearing death.  Help us turn our moment of 

death into your hands. 
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Those who watched began to understand the depth of love he had for others. 

Forgive us, Lord for not recognizing your love. 
 

On this Good Friday evening, we stand on this side of your empty cross.  Its shadow 

speaks to our sinful hearts.  We are awed by the sacrifice you made for us at 

Calvary.  We praise you for your death that purchased our eternal life.  Speak to us 

now in the silence of this time that we might glory in your resurrection. 

Amen 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed by thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen 
 

We will glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

in whom is our salvation, our life, and resurrection. 
 
 

Congregation is seated 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING + Isaiah 53:1-6 
1Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no 

beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by others, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like 

one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by 

God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 
5But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 

that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
6We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD 

has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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OFFERING OF GIFTS 
Tonight’s offering will be given to the Community Meal program sponsored by the 
community churches of Archbold, and alternates quarterly between Zion Mennonite and 
St. John Christian Church. 

 
“Via Dolorosa” – April Simon & Susie Slawinski, Archbold United Methodist 
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Darkness of Betrayal 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

 
John 18:1-14 

1…Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there 

was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went into it. 
2Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there 

with his disciples. 3So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and 

some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns 

and weapons. 
4Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who 

is it you want?” 
5“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. 

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6When 

Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 
7Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?” 

And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 
8“I told you that I am he,” Jesus answered. “If you are looking for me, then let these 

men go.” 9This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not 

lost one of those you gave me.” 
10Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, 

cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 
11Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father 

has given me?” 
12Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials 

arrested Jesus. They bound him 13and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-

law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14Caiaphas was the one who had advised the 

Jews that it would be good if one man died for the people. 
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HYMN                  “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER 
Almighty and Eternal God, our Lord Jesus Christ knows the schemes and evil 

plans of human hearts.  Yet, he does not hesitate to drink the cup of suffering 

you have given to him.  Guide your church that, even in persecution and 

testing, we may put away the sword, take up our cross, follow the ways of 

peace, and embrace our mission to serve. 

Amen  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

First Candle extinguished 
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Darkness of Denial 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

John 18:15-26 
15Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was 

known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, 16but Peter 

had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, 

came back, spoke to the girl on duty there and brought Peter in. 
17“You are not one of his disciples, are you?” the girl at the door asked Peter. 

He replied, “I am not.” 
18It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep 

warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself. 
19Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 
20“I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues 

or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. 21Why 

question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said.” 
22When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby struck him in the face. “Is this the 

way you answer the high priest?” he demanded. 
23“If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I 

spoke the truth, why did you strike me?” 24Then Annas sent him, still bound, to Caiaphas 

the high priest. 
25As Simon Peter stood warming himself, he was asked, “You are not one of his 

disciples, are you?” 

He denied it, saying, “I am not.”  26One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the 

man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the olive 

grove?” 27Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. 
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HYMN                “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 
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PRAYER 
Almighty and Eternal God, yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, but ours 

are the hearts that tremble, the knees that shake and the eyes that cannot see, and 

the flesh that is weak. Give us faith, that we may not deny you, but acknowledge 

you as the way, the truth, and the life. May your will, and not ours, be done. 

Amen 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

Second Candle extinguished 
 

Darkness of Judgment 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

John 18:28-40 
28Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it 

was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; 

they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What 

charges are you bringing against this man?” 
30“If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.” 
31Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” 

“But we have no right to execute anyone,” the Jews objected. 32This happened so that the 

words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death he was going to die would be fulfilled. 
33Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the 

king of the Jews?” 
34“Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 
35“Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you 

over to me. What is it you have done?” 
36Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to 

prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 
37“You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 

Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, 

and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens 

to me.”  
38“What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I find 

no basis for a charge against him. 39But it is your custom for me to release to you one 

prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?” 
40They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in a 

rebellion. 
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HYMN                 “Give Me Jesus” 

 
PRAYER 

Almighty and Eternal God, the kingdoms and authorities of the world mock your 

Son and his word.  Take from us the desire to choose people of violence.  Guide 

us away from poor decisions and bring us to your kingdom of truth. 

Amen 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

Third Candle extinguished 
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Darkness of Suffering 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

John 19:1-16 
1Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2The soldiers twisted together a crown 

of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3and went up to him 

again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they struck him in the face. 
4Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, “Look, I am bringing him out to you 

to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 5When Jesus came out 

wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 
6As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! 

Crucify!” 

But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a 

charge against him.” 
7The Jews insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because 

he claimed to be the Son of God.” 
8When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9and he went back inside the 

palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10“Do 

you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free 

you or to crucify you?” 
11Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you 

from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 
12From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, “If you let 

this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes 

Caesar.” 
13When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a 

place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14It was the day of 

Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour. 

“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 
15But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” 

“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. 

“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 
16Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 
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HYMN             “Were You There?”  
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PRAYER 
Almighty and Eternal God, the powers of darkness surrounding us are fearsome.  When 

we are accused, we are tempted to shrink from our witness.  Grant us the courage to 

speak your truth boldly, even though our face may be given to those who chastise us. 

Amen 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

Fourth Candle extinguished 
 

Darkness of Death 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

John 19:17-30 
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of 

the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18Here they crucified him, and with him two 

others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 
19Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, 

THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was 

crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21The chief 

priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man 

claimed to be king of the Jews.” 
22Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
23When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, 

one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven 

in one piece from top to bottom. 
24“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 

This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, 

    “They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.” 

So this is what the soldiers did. 
25Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 

and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved 

standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” 27and to the 

disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
28Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, 

Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put 

the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30When he had received 

the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
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ST. MARTIN’S CHANCEL CHOIR           “And Can It Be?”  
Text by Charles Wesley, arr. by Dan Forrest 

 

And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Savior’s blood? 

Did He for me who caused His pain? For me who Him to death pursued? 

Amazing love, how can it be that Thou my God, should die for me? 
 

He left His Father’s throne above, so free, so infinite His grace; 

Emptied himself of all but love, and bled for Adam’s helpless race; 

‘tis mercy all, immense and free; for, O my God, it found out me. 
 

No condemnation now I dread, Jesus and all in Him is mine! 

Alive in Him, my living head, and clothed in righteousness divine, 

Bold I approach the eternal throne, and claim the crown through Christ my own. 
 

Amazing love, how can it be that Thou, my God, should die for me? 

 
PRAYER 

Christ our God, your love is poured out in death for our sakes.  Hold us in your 

embrace as we wait Easter’s dawn.  Comfort us with the promise that no power on 

earth, not even death itself, can separate us from your love; and strengthen us to 

wait until you are revealed to us in all your risen glory. 

Amen 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

Fifth Candle extinguished 
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Darkness of the Tomb 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

 
John 19:31-42 

31Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. 

Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they 

asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32The soldiers therefore 

came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then 

those of the other. 33But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, 

they did not break his legs. 34Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a 

spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35The man who saw it has given 

testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so 

that you also may believe. 36These things happened so that the scripture would be 

fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37and, as another scripture says, “They 

will look on the one they have pierced.” 
38Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a 

disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate’s permission, he 

came and took the body away. 39He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who 

earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 

about seventy-five pounds. 40Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the 

spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41At the 

place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in 

which no one had ever been laid. 42Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and 

since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
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SOLEMN REPROACHES 
The Solemn Reproaches are an ancient text of western Christianity associated with Good Friday. 
The reproaches follow the pattern of Psalm 78 and Micah 6. Psalm 78 recounts God's continuing 
acts of faithfulness and Israel's repeated rebellion. Following each sung or spoken reproach the 
congregation responds with a sung prayer for mercy. 
 

O my people, my church, what have I done to you? How have I offended you?  

Answer me! 

I brought you out of the land of Egypt and delivered you by the waters of baptism. 

I led you through the desert forty years and fed you with manna. 

I brought you through tribulation and gave you my body, the bread of heaven, 

but you prepared a cross for your Savior. 

 

O my people, my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me! 

I led you with a pillar of cloud, 

but you led me to the judgment hall of Pilate. 

I scourged your enemies and brought you to a land of freedom, 

but you have scourged, mocked, and beaten me, 

and you prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me! 

I planted you as my chosen and fairest vineyard 

and made you branches of my vine; 

but you pierced my side with a spear. 

I gave you the water of salvation from the rock, 

but when I was thirsty you gave me vinegar to drink, 

and you prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
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O my people, my church, what more could I have done for you? 

Answer me! 

I gave you a royal scepter, 

and gave you the keys to the kingdom, 

but you have given me a crown of thorns. 

I gave you my peace, which the world cannot give, 

but you draw the sword and strike in my name, 

and you prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, my church, what more could I have done for you? 

Answer me! 

I washed your feet as a sign of my love 

and offered you my body and blood, 

but you scatter, deny and abandon me. 

I prayed that all may be one in the Father and me, 

but you continue to quarrel and divide, casting lots for my clothing, 

and you prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

O my people, my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me! 

I came to you as the least of your brothers, 

hungry with no food, thirsty with no water, 

stranger with no welcome, 

sick and in prison and you did not visit me, 

but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 

have mercy on us. 
 

Sixth Candle extinguished 
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CHANCEL CHOIR       “Christ We Do All Adore You” 
from THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF CHRIST – T. Dubois 

 

THE PASCHAL CANDLE IS REMOVED.  
The Paschal Candle is an ancient symbol of the Church, reminding us of the 
presence of Jesus among His people.  The candle is kept near the Baptismal font 
and is lit for Baptisms (reminding us that we have been baptized into Christ’s death 
and resurrection), Funerals (reminding us that in death we have gained the promise 
of resurrection to eternal life), and the season of Easter.  The candle is not 
extinguished tonight because we always experience Christ’s presence among us, 
but it is simply removed from our midst for a moment. 

 

Philippians 2:6-8 
While he was in the form of God, he did not regard equality with God as 

something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a 

servant, being born in human likeness and being found in human form he humbled 

himself, and became obedient to death—even death on a cross. 
 

A drum roll is played signifying the earthquake at Jesus’ death as recording in the Gospel of 
Matthew and the closing of the tomb. 

 

Everyone is asked to leave in silence 
following the return of the lit Paschal Candle 

Go in peace. 
 

 

Organist/Pianist - Steve Basselman  Pianist  - Beth Reichert 

Soloists -  April Simon (AUMC), Will Collins (St. Martin’s) 

Readers -  Pastor Jess Engle (West Clinton), Pastor Steve Heatwole (Lockport),  

  Pastor Jim Nathan (AUMC), Donna Smith (Lockport), Bill Phelps, 

  Pastor Paul Reichert (St. Martin’s) 

Acolyte -  Isaac Reichert 
 

April 1 - Easter Sunday at St. Martin’s 

   7:00am Easter Vigil Sunrise Service with Holy Communion 

   8:00am  Easter Breakfast, hosted by the Luther League 

   9:00am  Sunday School ending at 9:45 

  10:00am  Festival Service with Holy Communion 

 
Solemn Reproaches Text: The Church’s Year: Propers and Seasonal Rites ©2004 administered by Augsburg Fortress. 
Musical setting by Steve Basselman.  Liturgical texts from The Way of the Cross ©1999 Augsburg Fortress and/or 
written by Steve Basselman. Scripture from the Gospel of John, New International Version 


