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Fifth Sunday of Easter 

April 29, 2018 

 

 

In today’s Gospel the 

risen Christ shares his 

life with us in the 

image of the vine. 

Christ the vine and we 

the branches are alive 

in each other, in the 

mystery of mutual 

abiding that we read 

of in the Gospel and 

the first letter of John. 

Baptism makes us a 

part of Christ's living 

and life-giving self and 

makes us alive with 

Christ's life. As the 

vine brings food to the 

branches, Christ feeds 

us at his table. We are 

sent out to bear fruit 

for the life of the 

world. 
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“Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER          APRIL 29, 2018 
Today is the 5th week of Easter, the 29th day of Easter.  The season of Easter lasts “a week of 

weeks” – 7 Sundays.  This long celebration of Easter continues with the gospel reading describing 

believers as branches of the one vine, who is Christ. Welcome to worship, and be connected with all 

the other branches. 
 

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader or Pastor 
Bold text is spoken by the congregation 

 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 

PRELUDE                 
 

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

* OPENING HYMN               "Christ the Lord is Risen Today"  
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
Rejoicing in the resurrection news, let us confess our sins and seek God’s forgiveness. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 

we confess that we are held captive to doubt and fear, dismissing the 
resurrection news. We place trust in ourselves and fail to love our 
sisters and brothers as you have first loved us. Forgive us, God of 
mercy. Let your Holy Spirit work in us to change our lives and make us 
new, that we may know the abundant life given through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Lord. Amen. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 

This is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and sent Jesus Christ to die 
for us. (1st John 4:10) In the name of Jesus, I announce to you that your sins are 
forgiven. Let the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you to 
live for others proclaiming the glorious news of Christ’s resurrection. 

Amen. 
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*GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

And also with you. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE  Isaiah 25:6-9, Revelation 5:12-13 
 

Leader 

All : 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our 

life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your 
joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING          Acts 8:26–40 

26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.)  27So he got up 
and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship  
28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.  
29Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this chariot and join it."  30So Philip ran up to it 
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand what you are 
reading?"  31He replied, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip 
to get in and sit beside him.  32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this: 

 "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
 and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 
   33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
 Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth." 
 34The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 

about himself or about someone else?"  35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with 
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.   

36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 
"Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?"  38He commanded the 
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and 
Philip baptized him.  39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.  
40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SECOND READING               1 John 4:7–21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God.  8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love.  9God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him.  10In this is love, not that we loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  11Beloved, since 
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.  12No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit.  14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior 
of the world.  15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 
abide in God.  16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  
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17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world.  18There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has 
not reached perfection in love.  19We love because he first loved us.  20Those who say, "I 
love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.  
21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL READING                John 15:1-8 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.  2He removes every branch in me 
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.  
3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.  4Abide in me 
as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.  5I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 
do nothing.  6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  7If you abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  8My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
MESSAGE                                           “Tangled, Sappy Sustenance” 
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WE RESPOND 
*HYMN OF THE DAY              “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen” 
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*PROFESSION OF FAITH – Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you. 
(Please greet one another with the words “Peace be with you.”) 
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OFFERING OF GIFTS                  Beth Reichert 

 

*OFFERTORY                     “I Come With Joy” 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Merciful Father, 

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

WE SHARE IN THE MEAL 
*THE THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them to the Lord. (Lamentations 3:41) 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. (2 Thessalonians 1:3) 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. You rescued Israel, your chosen 
people. Through the prophets you renewed your promise; and, at this end of all the 
ages, you sent your Son, who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom and was 
obedient to your will, even to giving his life.  

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord 
offered for us.  And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in 
power to share with us the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, that we 
who receive the Lord's body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive 
our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite 
them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious 
Lord of all.  Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and 
glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  

Amen 

 
* THE LORD'S PRAYER           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 Verses 1 – 3 

 Verse 4 
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“Reckless Love” – Adam Grisier & MacKenna Whitacre 

 

WE ARE SENT TO SERVE 
 

*BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Amen 
 

*PRAYER 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send 

light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to 
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that 
we may show your glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION         
As you go on your way may Christ go with you.   
  Christ before you to lead you;  
  Christ behind you to encourage you;  
  Christ beside you to befriend you;  
  Christ above you to watch over you;  
  Christ within you to give you peace.   
  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 

*CLOSING HYMN           “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing” 
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*DISMISSAL            

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
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POSTLUDE            

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
 

Liturgical texts and music for Confession and Forgiveness, Gospel Acclamation, Communion liturgy, Affirmation of Baptism 
from Sundays and Seasons ©2015 and Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. 

I Come With Joy Text: Brian Wren ©1971,1995 Hope Publishing Co. ELW#482 verses 1,3,4 
Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! Text: Herbert Brokering ©1995 Augsburg Fortress Music: David Johnson ©1969 Augsburg 

Fortress, ELW#377 
 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
 

We Welcome All to St. Martinôs Lutheran Church this Sunday as you join us to 
worship our Savior, Jesus Christ.  We invite you to sign the Welcome Insert in your 
Bulletin and fill in the appropriate information.  If you are visiting, we would like to 
invite you back to worship with us at your earliest convenience.  If you are looking 
for a church home, come join us here at ñThe Welcome Placeò for worship and allow 
us to introduce ourselves and the Lord whom we serve.  Join us for coffee, cookies 
and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall following the Worship Service. 
 
You Are Invited Today to the Lord’s Table to Celebrate the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion.  Here are a few instructions to help you as you prepare: 

Ç What We Believe:  We welcome all to the Lord’s Table who believe that the 
Body and Blood of Christ is given to us in bread and wine for the forgiveness 
of sins.  A person is well prepared and worthy to receive the Sacrament who 
believes the words “given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins”.  

Ç Please fill out the Welcome Card bulletin insert and indicate if you are 
receiving Communion today. 

Ç We offer two lines of continuous communion. 
Ç When invited by the usher, come down the center aisle to receive the Bread.  

After eating the Bread, move to the side to receive the Wine either by glass 
or Common Cup. Glasses: The dark glasses contain wine.  The light center 
ring contains grape juice.  Place your empty glass in the baskets and return 
to your seat by the side aisle.  Common Cup: simply step to the assistant 
with the Common Cup.     

Ç If your health does not permit you to come forward, indicate this to the usher 
and the Pastor will bring you Communion in your seat.   

For Children: Children of all ages are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  If a 
child has received First Communion instruction, they are welcome to receive the 
Sacrament. 
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203 S. Defiance Street + Archbold OH 43502 
Phone: 419-445-4656  Fax: 419-445-2952 

 
 

Building The Welcome Place  
  

Who Are We?  We are The Welcome Place  

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.   

         ð Romans 15:7 
  

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Mem bers?  WWW  

We areéWelcoming friends and strangers with Godõs love. 

    Working  to build deeper relationships with Jesus.        

       W itnessing  to share Godõs love with everyone  
  

What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be?  ORG  

People who are servingéOne Real God, 

     living One real faith,  

       making One real difference.  

How Do We Remind Ourselves?  

www.the-welcome-place.org 
 

Welcome to worship today and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus c alls us to be.  

Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 

 
e-mail:  stmartin@the-welcome-place.org            
  pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org  
  steveb@the-welcome-place.org   
 
Office Hours:      
 Pastor Paul            9-12, Mon. Tues, Thurs 
                     or by appointment  
 Steve Basselman   Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri am 
                  Tue, Wed, Thurs, Fri pm 
Brenda Shibler       Tue, Thurs, Fri, 8-12:30 
 
 

Worship Services 
   9:00 am each Sunday 
        Holy Communion:  
 First & Third Sunday of the Month 
 Festivals 
   6:00 pm each Wednesday 
 Informal Service 
 Holy Communion, 1st Wednesday 
 
Sunday School 
       10:30 – 11:15 each Sunday 
 Classes for All Ages 

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org


 18 

Sight and Hearing Assistance: Personal PA, Wireless Earphones are available 
from the worship ushers 
 
The Nursery Room at the back of the sanctuary is available for parents and 
children during Sunday morning services. We ask that no children of any age be in 
the nursery without adult supervision.  
 

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  
Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present  
Acolyte            -Aden McCarty 
Organist/Pianist            -Beth Reichert 
Guitarist   -Adam Grisier 
Vocalist   -MacKenna Whitacre 
Lector   -Cory Erbskorn 
Greeter Team Leader -Butch & Amy Blankenship 
Usher Team Leader         -Mark Weaver 
Sound System  -Jason Lovejoy 
Altar Guild             -Michelle Collins, Jessica Short 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Butch Blankenship, Robin Trudel 
 

An Informational Meeting, Today, April 29th in the Fellowship Hall following 
Worship to discuss the purchase of the property owned by Suzanne Johnson at 209 
S. Defiance Street, and demolition of the Short house at 205 S. Defiance Street 
when vacated.  The congregational meeting for the vote on this is scheduled for the 
next week May 6, after service.  The Resolution: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that St. Martin’s Lutheran Church (Church) on this day 
May 6, 2018 authorized Church Council to spend up to $50,000 for (1) the 
purchase of the property owned by Suzanne Johnson at 209 S. Defiance 
Street, Archbold, OH at the price of $40,000; and (2) demolition of the Short 
property at 205 S. Defiance Street, Archbold, OH when vacated (estimate of 
$10,000).  Sufficient assets are available from the distributable portion of the 
Endowment Funds to complete this project.   
ADOPT______________   REFER TO COUNCIL_______________ 
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Spring Chicken/Pork Chop BBQ- Today, April 29th until gone.  You may pick up 
your meal in the church kitchen starting at 11:00 am or Drive- thru Mancino’s 
parking lot.  The cost is $8.00 a meal – chicken or pork chop, potato, apple sauce 
and dinner roll.  If you have any questions, please see Bonnie Badenhop or Jane 
Sonnenberg. 
 
 
 

This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

Today – April 29 –Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 Worship 9:00 am, Holy Communion 
 Sunday School, 10:30 am 
 No Strikepoint Youth Bell Choir 
  

Monday – April 30 
 Monday Night Bible Study, 7:00, Gospel of Luke 
  

Tuesday – May 1 
 Men’s Breakfast Fellowship, 6:30 am, at McDonalds  
 Parkinson’s Group, 1:00 pm, see note 
 Mutual Ministry Team, 4:30 pm 
 Community Meal, 5:00-6:00 pm, Zion Mennonite  
   

Wednesday – May 2 
 Mary Martha Circle, 9:30 am, Chapter 1 of new study: “It’s Not About Me” 
 Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm 
 Informal Worship, 6:00, Holy Communion 
 Adult Circle, 6:30, Fellowship Hall 
 Adult Bell Choir, 6:30  
 Chancel Choir, 7:30 
  

Thursday – May 3 
 Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 6:30 am at Home Restaurant   
 Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
  

Next Sunday – May 6 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 Worship 9:00 am 
 Congregational Meeting, Fellowship Hall, following Worship, see note 
 Sunday School, 10:30 am 
 Strikepoint Youth Bell Choir, 11:15 – 12:00 pm 
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Parkinson’s Support Group will meet on Tuesday, May 1st at 1:00.  We will have 
a nutritionist from Four County Health Center speak about nutrition and how it 
effects those with chronic diseases, senior citizens and those on limited income, 
who may not be getting enough to eat.  The public is invited and encouraged to 
attend.  Bring a friend, should be interesting and informative! 
 

Visit Ten Thousand Villages, located at 1201 S. Defiance Street in Archbold, 
Wednesday, May 2-Saturday, May 5 – Wednesday 9:30-5:30, Thursday & 
Friday 9:30-9:00 and Saturday 9:30-5:00.  And join us Thursday, May 3, at 7PM 
for our Rug Seminar titled “From Loom to Living Room” – it’s free of charge and 
refreshments will be served. Questions? Call Ten Thousand Villages at 
419.445.1926, ext. 300. 
 

May Music Festival, May 13 . . . “Awake, My Soul, and Sing” The Music 

Ministries of St. Martin’s will all share their musical offerings in worship. Chancel 

Choir, Adult Handbell Choir, Strikepoint Youth Bell Choir, Sunday School Kids, and 

various instruments will all add their unique expression of praise. Join in worship 

and participate in a St. Martin’s tradition since 1991. 
  

Last Week & Last Year at St. Martin’s. . .  
 

 9:00 6:00 
Total 
Attendance 

Offering 

April 23, 2017 115 37 152 $4,591.00 

April 22, 2018 197 26 223 $4,428.34 

 
Receipts Week of April 22, 2018 Budget and Year to Date 

Operating Contributions  $4,070.50 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$5,029.00 

Benevolence Received $235.00 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$482.00 

Other Designated Income $122.84 As of March 31, 2018  

Total Income $4,428.34 YTD Operating Received $63,092.23 

  YTD Operating Expenses $64,224.38 

  Net Income/(Deficit) ($1,132.15) 

 
Sunday School Attendance: 2017 – 39  2018 – 57    
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 St. Martin's Prayer Line    
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily  devotions in the coming week, we remember:  

All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory 

 

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and King 

 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be 
supported in their ministry to the Church 

 

The Ipagala Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to carry 
out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

Family & Friends of Warren Jewett, husband of Brenda (Plassman) Jewett, whose funeral was 
Saturday in North Carolina, may we know the comforting presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ 

 

For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 

Our Shut-ins Claudine Arnold, Elden Badenhop, Joan Plassman, Ada Thrasher, Louise Wyse may 
they know the presence of God 
For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
     All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, 

Patrick Cirenza (friend of June Hayes) 
 

))  Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's      )) 
Please contact the church office by 9:00 am. Thursday 
(Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 

 

Members of St. Martin’s  
   Angie Avers 
   Jerry Clevenger  

   Ruth Detwiler  
   Sharon Heckel  

   Dorothy Huner  
   Vicky Lindley  

   Al Siewert 
   Joe Wyse 
    
      
    
    
 

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s  
   Jason Beiser, Reese Collins’s friend 

   Ruth Bockelman, Deb Schmidt’s mother 
   Gene Bowman, Vicky Lindley’s neighbor 

   Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother 
   Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son 

   Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend 
   James Dilyard, Peg Winzeler’s great grandson 

   Greg Jenkins, Pastor Paul’s brother-in-law  
   Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin 

   Joan Mortenson, Pastor Paul’s sister-in-law 
   Jim Shiley, Beth Reichert’s father 

   Denny Snyder, Gene & Jan Delaney’s friend 
   Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother 
 


