
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come… 
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Epiphany of Our Lord           January 5, 2020 
Today we observe Epiphany. Epiphany is the first day of the Church’s season of light. Even 

though we are in the darkest part of the year, in our first reading Isaiah calls the people in exile 

to look around and see the light of God.  Traditionally, the church celebrates the visit of the magi 

(or the wise men as we call them) to Jesus on January 6. 
 

Regular text is spoken by the Pastor  
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
PRELUDE            
 

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*GATHERING HYMN           “The First Noel” 
Please sing unison on Verses 3 & 5 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the Maker of heaven and earth, the Word 

made flesh, the Lord and giver of life. 

We bless you and praise your name forever. 
Blessed is he who comes as king, who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for personal reflection. 
 

God of peace, 

we confess that we are not at peace. We bring to you all that causes 
pain in our lives and the lives of others: discord in our families, 
violence in our world, our own conflicted hearts. 

In your mercy, restore us. 
Reconnect us to one another and to you. 
Let peace reign over all the earth, through the Prince of peace, our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace: 
forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken 
heart. Hear this word of God's pardon and peace: in the name of + Jesus our 
Savior, you are free from all your sins. Rise, shine, for your light has come. 

Amen. 

 

* GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
O God, you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star.  Lead us 

now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full 
vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING               Isaiah 60:1-6 

1Arise, shine; for your light has come,  
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 
3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your 

sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their 
nurses' arms. 

5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all 

those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall 
proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 – read responsively 
1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king's son; 
2that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in 

righteousness. 
4Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and 

crush the oppressor. 
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 
6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that 

water the earth. 
7In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till 

the moon shall be no more. 
10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and the kings of 

Sheba and Seba offer gifts. 
11May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service. 
12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the oppressed, 

and those who have no helper. 
13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy. 
14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and precious is 

their blood in his sight. 
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SECOND READING                    Ephesians 3:1-12                   
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles —  2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace 
that was given me for you,  3and how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words,  4a reading of which will enable you to 
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ.  5In former generations this 
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit:  6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, 
members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 

7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that 
was given me by the working of his power.  8Although I am the very least of all the 
saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless 
riches of Christ,  9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden 
for ages in God who created all things;  10so that through the church the wisdom of 
God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places.  11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,  12in whom we have access to God in boldness 
and confidence through faith in him. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                    “Bright and Glorious” 
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*HOLY GOSPEL        Matthew 2:1-12  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 2nd chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
       

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage."  3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  5They told 
him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

  6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 

time when the star had appeared.  8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
"Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage."  9When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  10When they saw 
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  11On entering the 
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  12And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE     
 

MESSAGE                  
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY           “As With Gladness” 
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*CONFESSION OF FAITH – Nicene Creed  
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the 
Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the 
prophets.   

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.     

(We greet one another with the words, “Peace be with you”) 

 
OFFERING OF GIFTS    “Winter Snow” – Will Collins  

Chris Tomlin   

 

* OFFERTORY            “What Child Is This?” (verse 3) 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 

Joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 
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*OFFERING PRAYER            
Merciful Father, 

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us - 
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

WE SHARE IN THE MEAL 
* THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you! 
And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts! 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O holy God:  you are the Life and Light of all.  By your powerful 

Word you created all things.  Through the prophets you called your people to be 
a light to the nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.  He is your Light, shining in our darkness and 
revealing to us your mercy and might. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body given 
for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his 
promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in 
your holy and life-giving light. 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this holy food and all the baptized gathered for this 
feast.  Refresh us so that we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of 
your Son. 

Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 
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* THE LORD’S PRAYER           
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

  “I Wonder As I Wander”  WOV 642 (Blue hymnal) 

  “We Three Kings”   WOV 646 (Blue hymnal) 
 

WE DEPART TO SERVE 

* BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace. 

Amen 

 
*POST COMMUNION SONG     

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere, 
Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 

 
*SENDING OF COMMUNION MINISTERS 

Faithful God, you have called us into the communion of Christ. Strengthen us 
to be bearers of your light to all the ends of the earth, that we may be 
servants in whom you are glorified. Especially uphold those who will receive 
this bread and wine, so they may know that you have taken them by the 
hand and kept them through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
*BENEDICTION         

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
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*CLOSING HYMN                 “We Are Marching in the Light of God” 
Verse 1: marching…  Verse 2: dancing…  Verse 3: praying…  Verse 4: singing… 
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*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 
We Welcome All to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church this Sunday as you join us to 
worship our Savior, Jesus Christ.  We invite you to sign the Welcome Insert in 
your Bulletin and fill in the appropriate information.  If you are visiting, we would 
like to invite you back to worship with us at your earliest convenience.  If you are 
looking for a church home, come join us here at “The Welcome Place” for 
worship and allow us to introduce ourselves and the Lord whom we serve.  Join 
us for coffee, cookies and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall following the Worship 
Service. 
 

You Are Invited Today to the Lord’s Table to Celebrate the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion.  Here are a few instructions to help you as you prepare: 

❑ What We Believe:  We welcome all to the Lord’s Table who believe that 
the Body and Blood of Christ is given to us in bread and wine for the 
forgiveness of sins.  A person is well prepared and worthy to receive the 
Sacrament who believes the words “given and shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins”.  

❑ Please fill out the Welcome Card bulletin insert and indicate if you are 
receiving Communion today.   

❑ Communion at the Rail:  Come forward by the center aisle at the invitation 
of the usher to the communion rail, where you may either kneel or stand.  
After you have received the Bread and Wine, you may then return to your 
seat by the side aisle after the blessing and dismissal. 

❑ Communion Trays and Common Cup: If you wish to receive the wine by 
the small wine glasses simply pick up your glass when the communion 
assistant offers you the tray.  The dark glasses contain wine.  The light 
center ring contains grape juice.  If you wish to receive common cup, do 
not take a glass.  Please leave your hand unfolded so the Assistant can 
see that you do not have a glass.  Drop your empty glasses in the baskets 
and return to your seats by the side isle.  

❑ If your health does not permit you to come forward, indicate this to the 
usher and the Pastor will bring you Communion in your seat.   

For Children: Children of all ages are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  If 
a child has received First Communion instruction, they are welcome to receive 
the Sacrament. 
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203 S. Defiance Street + Archbold OH 43502 
Phone: 419-445-4656  Fax: 419-445-2952 

Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 

 
e-mail:  stmartin@the-welcome-place.org            
  pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org  
  steveb@the-welcome-place.org   
 
Office Hours:      
 Pastor Paul            9-12, Mon. Tues, Thurs 
                     or by appointment  
 Steve Basselman   Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri am 
                  Tue, Wed, Thurs, Fri pm 
Brenda Shibler       Tue.-Friday, 8-12:30 
 
 

Worship Services 
   9:00 am each Sunday 
        Holy Communion:  
 First & Third Sunday of the Month 
 Festivals 
   6:00 pm each Wednesday 
 Informal Service 
 Holy Communion, 1st Wednesday 
 
Sunday School 
       10:30 – 11:15 each Sunday 
 Classes for All Ages 

Building The Welcome Place 
  

Who Are We?  We are The Welcome Place 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  

        – Romans 15:7 

  

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members?  WWW 

We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love. 

  Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.        

    Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone  

  

What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be?  ORG 

People who are serving…One Real God, 

    living One real faith, 

      making One real difference. 

How Do We Remind Ourselves? 

    www.the-welcome-place.org 

 

Welcome to worship today and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.  

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
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Sight and Hearing Assistance: Personal PA, Wireless Earphones are available 
from the worship ushers 
 

The Nursery Room at the back of the sanctuary is available for parents and 
children during Sunday morning services. We ask that no children of any age be 
in the nursery without adult supervision.  
 

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  
Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present  
Acolyte            -Maddox Pinter 
Organist/Pianist            -Steve Basselman 
Greeter Team Leader -Jackie Schweitzer 
Usher Team Leader         -Jim Wyse 
Sound System  -Tracy Ziegler 
Altar Guild             -Cristie Sevey, Robin Trudel 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Butch Blankenship, Joan Smith 

 

The Parkinson's & Care Givers Support Group will be meeting Tuesday, Jan. 
7 at 1:00 PM at St. Martin's.  This will be a working meeting for its members.  
 
2019 Annual Report Deadline is next Sunday, January 12 . . . Please have all 
reports either email or dropped off on or before January 12th.  The Report will be 
available on January 19.  Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 26 
following Worship.   
 

Please take a Poinsettia today . . . if you sponsored a poinsettia for Christmas, 
thank you and please take it home today.  If you did not but would like to adopt 
one, please take them today.   
 

Property Team Leader Needed . . . We are in search of the next Property Team 
Leader. Is it YOU? The skills most needed for this role is organization & flexibility.  
You don’t even need to know how to fix anything, our team members are very 
good at that part and are great to work with.  The team members are Butch 
Blankenship, Aaron Short & Darren Sonnenberg.  Please contact any of these 
members for information on responsibilities of the team leader. Please prayerfully 
consider this position. 
 

JANUARY: A GREAT TIME TO JOIN A MUSIC GROUP!  It's the perfect time to 
join one of the music ensembles at St. Martin’s!  Adult Bell Choir, Chancel Choir 
and Strikepoint will begin the next part of their seasons next week.  Contact 
Steve if you’re interested in any of these groups. 
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Puerto Rico Mission Trip . . .    Plans are almost complete for our mission trip 
on February 2nd-10th.  We are sending a 12-member mission team from St. 
Martin to repair roofs damaged from Hurricane Maria.  The roof repair is through 
“Toldos Pa’ Mi Gente” which is “roofs for my People”.      Please consider giving a 
gift toward our mission trip.  Could you give $250 for one persons housing for the 
week, or $350 for a van rental?  Or consider maybe $500 for an air fare ticket?  
Even small gifts will make a difference.  
 https://www.facebook.com/techospamigente.pr/ 

This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

Today – January 5 – The Epiphany of our Lord 
Worship, 9:00 am, Holy Communion 
Sunday School, 10:30 am 
 

Monday – January 6 
Monday Night Bible Study, 7:00 
 

Tuesday – January 7 
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship, 6:30 am at McDonalds  
Parkinson’s Group, 1:00 pm 
Community Meal, 5:00 – 6:00 pm, Zion Mennonite 
 

Wednesday – January 8 
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm 
Welcome Place Kids, 6:00 pm, in the basement 
Informal Worship, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Catechism, 6:30 pm, in the basement 
Adult Circle, 6:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Book Club, 6:30 pm, Nursery 
NO Adult Bell Choir or Chancel Choir, resumes January 15 
 

Thursday – January 9 
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 6:30 am, at Home Restaurant 
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
Church Council, 7:00 pm 
 

Next Sunday – January 12 – Baptism of our Lord 
Worship 9:00 am, Holy Communion 
Sunday School, 10:30 am 
Strikepoint Youth Bell Choir, 11:15 – 12:00 pm 
 

https://www.facebook.com/techospamigente.pr/
https://www.facebook.com/techospamigente.pr/
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From Phil Rupp, Greeter Team Leader . . . I am looking for one new greeter 
team leader.  We have 5 teams so you are only responsible to schedule greeters 
a couple months each year.  This is an easy, fun and rewarding ministry.  See 
Phil Rupp if you are interested or have questions 
 

Last Week & Last Year at St. Martin’s. . .  
 

 9:00 6:00 
Total 
Attendance 

Offering 

December 30, 2018 111 24 135 $7,023.00 

December 29, 2019 85 27 112 $11,043.77 

 
Receipts Week of December 29, 2019 Budget and Year to Date 

Operating Contributions  $9,351.77 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$5,224.00 

Benevolence Received $650.25 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$512.00 

Other Designated Income $1,041.75 As of 11-30-19  

Total Income $11,043.77 YTD Operating Received $256,768.44 

  
YTD Operating 
Expenses 

($247,338.35) 

  Net Income/(Deficit) $9,430.09 

 



 19 

St. Martin's Prayer Line 
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we 
remember: 

All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory 

 

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and King 

 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be 
supported in their ministry to the Church 

 

The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to 
carry out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

 

Family & Friends of Rachel Troeger, mother of Louise Beldon whose funeral was Saturday, 
may we know the comforting presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 

Our Shut-ins Rex Detwiler, Henry & Dorothy Huner, Irene Liechty, Ada Thrasher, Louise Wyse  
For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
     All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, 

Hunter Beaverson, Patrick Cirenza (June Hayes), Bradley Nilsson (Pat Richards), 
Christopher Goertz, Brendon Johns 

 

  Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's       
Please contact the church office by 9:00 am. Thursday 
(Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 

Members of St. Martin’s  
   Kay Badenhop 
   Sharon Heckel  
   Milla Kohv 
   Dick Nagel 
   Rosemary Short 
   Al Siewert 
   Joe Wyse 
   Willie Ziegler 
    
      
    
    
 

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s  
   Margaret Benecke, Dan & Jeff Benecke’s aunt 
   Paul L. Bockelman, Deb Schmidt’s father 
   Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother 
   Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son 
   Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend 
   James Dilyard, Peg Winzeler’s great grandson 
   Daphne Hannaford, Edon 3rd grader, brain tumor 
   Greg Jenkins, Pastor Paul’s brother-in-law  
   Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia 
   Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin 
   Joan Mortenson, Pastor Paul’s sister-in-law 
   Mike Nafziger, Pettisville, following lung transplant 
   Ana Perry, Andi Erbskorn’s niece 
   Doug & April Saville, friends of Gene & Jan Delaney 
   Janice Siegel, Dustin Bailey’s mother, cancer 
   Jim Shiley, Beth Reichert’s father 
   Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother 
 


