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“Alleluia! Jesus is Risen” 
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Seventh Sunday of Easter                        May 24, 2020 
Ascension Day was May 21 and we observe that in worship today.  In today's gospel the risen Christ 

ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses 

throughout the earth. Why did Jesus leave just when the disciples were beginning to understand his 

resurrection? Jesus' visible absence makes possible a new way for him to be in the world through his 

Spirit. Christ is with us through the community that gathers around the baptism, the table of grace, and 

the living word of his forgiveness. 
 

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader or Pastor 
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation 

 

PRELUDE              “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” – arr. D Mackie 

“Alleluia! Jesus is Risen” – arr. M. Burkhardt        
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN                                “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen” 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
Rejoicing in the resurrection news, let us confess our sins and seek God’s forgiveness. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 

This is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and sent Jesus Christ to die for 
us. (1st John 4:10) In the name of Jesus, I announce to you that your sins are forgiven. Let 
the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you to live for others 
proclaiming the glorious news of Christ’s resurrection. 

Amen. 
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GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand.  

Give us the faith to trust that he abides with us on earth to the end of time, through 
Jesus Christ our Sovereign and Lord, whom with you and the Holy Spirit we worship 
and praise, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 
 

FIRST READING                                   Acts 1:1-11 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented 
himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to 
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what 
you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now." 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods 
that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were 
gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, 
"Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven." 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 47 
Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with a joyful sound. 
For the LORD Most High is to be feared: a great king over all the earth, 
God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of the ram's horn. 
Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our king, sing praises. 
For God is king of all the earth; sing praises with a song. 
God reigns over the nations; God is enthroned on high. 
The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. 
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.    
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SECOND READING          Ephesians 1:15-23 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 

reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under 
his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all.                       

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – sung two times 
 



 6 

HOLY GOSPEL                 Luke 24:44–53 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 24th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

44Then Jesus said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you — that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 
must be fulfilled."  45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to 
them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day,  47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  48You are witnesses of these things.  49And see, I am 
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high." 

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.  
51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.  52And 
they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in 
the temple blessing God. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE       
 
MESSAGE                       “Not Like It Was”            
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                 “In Christ Alone” 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH – Apostles Creed and St. Martin’s Mission Statement 
As the people of God building the Welcome Place, we confess the faith of the Church as 

the values by which we live, the faith in which we welcome all people, the faith in which 
we baptize.   

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

As a church commanded by our Lord to make disciples of all nations, we confess our 
mission according to the Word of God.  Called to make disciples, we are 

Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love. 
Called to teach all that our Lord commanded, we are 

Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus. 
Called to go out to serve all nations, we are 

Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone 
As a church led by the biblical vision that we should all be united by our faith and 

understanding of the Son of God, to become mature, and completely like Jesus (Ephesians 

4:11-13), we affirm God’s vision for us. 
We shall be people serving one real God, living one real faith, making one 

real difference. 
Together we have made profession of this vision grounded in the faith of the Church.  In 

Building the Welcome Place, we pray for the gifts of the Spirit upon us all. 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. If we live by the Spirit, let us also 
be guided by the Spirit.  Amen.  (Galatians 5:22-23) 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Sisters and brothers, rejoice.  Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with 

one another, live in peace. (2 Corinthians 13:11)  The peace of the Lord be with you 
always. 

And also with you.  
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MUSICAL OFFERING         “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
arr. L. Lamb 

Bell Tree Solo – Melanie Nagel 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Life-giving God, our ordinary gifts seem small, but you make them in abundance, 

just as you do with our lives.  You have fed us with your word, and our hearts 
burn within us.  Send us to share the gifts of Easter with all in need, 
strengthened in response to the risen Christ. 

Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Each petition ends…Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION            

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life,  
  fill you with hope and turn your mourning into dancing. 

  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

  bless you now and forever. 

 Amen 
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CLOSING HYMN        “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL            

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
Go in peace, serve the risen Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” – arr. D. Cherwien 
 

1.  All         hail   the  pow’r  of      Je  - sus’  name!   Let    an   - gels   pros - trate  fall; 

2.  Let         ev  - ‘ry    kin  - dred,   ev  - ‘ry    tribe    on     this    ter   - res -  trial    ball 

3.  Oh,        that   with  yon  - der    sac  - red  throng  we     at      his     feet    may  fall! 

 bring   forth  the   roy  -  al    di  -   a   -  dem   and   crown   him    Lord   of         all. 

   to       him   all    ma  -  jes - ty      a  - scribe  and   crown   him    Lord   of         all. 

We’ll    join   the    ev  -  er    last -  ing   song  and   crown   him    Lord   of         all. 

 bring   forth  the    roy  - al    di  -   a   -  dem  and   crown  him   Lord          of     all. 

   to       him   all    ma  - jes  - ty      a  - scribe and   crown  him   Lord          of     all. 

We’ll    join   the    ev  -  er    last - ing  song   and   crown  him   Lord          of     all. 
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In Christ Alone Text and Music: Keith Getty & Stuart Townend ©2001 Thankyou Music 
Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! Text: Herbert Brokering ©1995 Augsburg Fortress Music: David Johnson ©1969 Augsburg Fortress 
 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 
 

Thank you for your continued patience as we navigate our way through this unique 
time.  Worship services will continue to be offered through Facebook Live and on 
YouTube until further notice.  Links can be found on the website. We want to remind 
you, however, that St. Martin’s is not a building;  all of us together are "the Church," 
and we will continue to pray for one another, to provide support and connection to one 
another, and to find reasons to thank and glorify God every day.   
 
In this time of great uncertainty and concern, your Church continues its ministry. 
Although the ways we do our work is temporarily changed, we thank you for your 
continued support of that work. Please consider giving online, through the 
“Giving” tab on the website or by mailing a check to the church.  Know that 
however you choose to help, through your prayers, your service, or your financial gifts, 
we appreciate it deeply, and are praying for you and your family. In-person worship will 
continue to be suspended at least through the month of May and we are working to 
create a plan for resuming worship that will work for us. 
 
We Welcome All to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church this Sunday as you join us online to 
worship our Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  
Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present both near and far  
Organist/Pianist            -Steve Basselman 
Vocalist   -MacKenna Whitacre 
Lector   -Melanie Nagel 

  Sound System  -Darren Sonnenberg, Bill Phelps, Tracy Ziegler 
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St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 
203 S. Defiance Street Archbold OH 43502 

Phone Number: 419-445-4656  Fax: 419-445-2952 
Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 

Office Hours:      
Pastor Paul    Steve Basselman      Brenda Shibler  
   9-12 Mon, Tues, Thurs.    Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning       Tues, Thurs, Fri. 8:00-12:30     
 or by appointment         Tues ,Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon 
 

e-mail:     stmartin@the-welcome-place.org           Pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org  
     steveb@the-welcome-place.org   
Worship Services: 9:00 am each Sunday 
    7:00 pm each Wednesday, Informal Service 
            -both live broadcast on Facebook and YouTube  
 
 

Building The Welcome Place 
  

Who Are We?  We are The Welcome Place 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  

        – Romans 15:7 

  

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members?  WWW 

We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love. 

  Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.        

    Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone  

  

What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be?  ORG 

People who are serving…One Real God, 

    living One real faith, 

      making One real difference. 

How Do We Remind Ourselves? 

    www.the-welcome-place.org 

 

Welcome to worship today and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.  

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:Pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
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Last Week at St. Martin’s. . .  
 

Receipts Week of May 17, 2020 Budget and Year to Date 

 
 

Operating Contributions  $7,798.73 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$5,402.00 

Benevolence Received $725.00 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$538.71 

Other Designated Income $659.00 As of 4/30/2020  

Total Income $9,182.73 YTD Operating Received $95,240.52 

  YTD Operating Expenses ($89,870.70) 

  Net Income/(Deficit) $5,369.82 

This Week at St. Martin’s 
Today – May 24 

Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast 
 

Monday – May 25 
Have a Safe Memorial Day 
No Monday Night Bible Study 
 

Wednesday – May 27 
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm, drive through pick-up 
Worship, 7:00 pm, live broadcast 
 

Thursday – May 28 
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
 

Next Sunday – May 31 - Pentecost 
Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast 
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May is Missionary Sponsorship Month at St. Martin’s.  The Maumee Valley 
Conference Women of ELCA began sponsoring Missionaries in 1970 which means we 
have been part of this ministry for 50 years.  The Conference is one of only a very 
small number of groups who support missionaries in the ELCA.  In 2019, St. Martin’s 
was able to send $700 to the Maumee Valley Conference to support Mark & Cynthia 
Rich’s ministry in Tanzania.  The Rich’s will be at the Maumee Valley Conference 
Women’s Retreat, October 10 at St. Stephens, Hamler. This Sponsorship is not a 
Women of St. Martin’s only project.  We invite all members and friends to contribute.  
Please use the special Missionary Sponsorship envelope, mark your offering 
envelope: Missionary Sponsorship or give it to Brenda Shibler, treasurer of the Women 
of St. Martin’s 
 
Missionary Sponsorship Notes Continued . . .  
   In April of 2018, the MV Conference voted to continue the 
Sponsorship helping to support Hannah Jensen-Reinke who was 
teaching in Kumamoto Japan for a four-year term.  Hannah taught 
both high school & junior high.  She was also active in a Lutheran 
Church in Kumamoto.   
  

   At the 2019 Maumee Valley Conference 
Spring Assembly, we voted to support  Pastor Cynthia Holder 
Rich and Pastor Mark Rich who serve as lecturers in Theology at 
Tumaini University Makumira, Tanzania, preparing leaders on the 
African continent, preparing leaders at the Bachelor’s, Master’s 
and Doctoral levels for service in the church.  Note . . . The 
Rich’s are living in the same house and driving the same car as 
Pastor Tim & Diane Sonnenberg used while in Tanzania.  

   Note: Pastors Cynthia & Mark Rich are home in Columbus, OH due to the corona 
virus.  They will be guests at the Maumee Valley Women of the ELCA Fall Retreat, 
October 10 at St. Stephen’s, Hamler.  Keep the date open.  Hopefully the Retreat will 
not have to be cancelled.   
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St. Martin's Prayer Line 
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we remember: 

All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man coming in 
a cloud with power and great glory 

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, our Redeemer and King 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be supported in 
their ministry to the Church 

The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out God’s 
ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers who have been in harm’s way since the outbreak of 
the coronavirus, may we know the ever-present grace of God 

All who have lost family members and friends to the corona virus, may we know the comforting 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 

For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Shut-ins Rex Detwiler, Henry & Dorothy Huner, Irene Liechty, Ada Thrasher, Louise Wyse  

For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
     All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, Hunter 

Beaverson, Patrick Cirenza (June Hayes), Bradley Nilsson (Pat Richards), Christopher 
Goertz, Brendon Johns 

 

  Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's       
 (Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 

 

Members of St. Martin’s  
   Dexter Benecke 
   Sharon Heckel  

   Dick Nagel 
   Al Siewert 

   Joe Wyse 
    
      
    
    
 

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s  
   Margaret Benecke, Dan & Jeff Benecke’s aunt 
   Paul & Ruth Bockelman, Deb Schmidt’s parents 

   Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother 
   Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son 

   Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend 
   Patricia Grover, friend of Melanie Nagel, ACT friends, cancer 

   Daphne Hannaford, Edon 3rd grader, brain tumor 
   Greg Jenkins, Pastor Paul’s brother-in-law  

   Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia 
   Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin 

   Joan Mortenson, Pastor Paul’s sister-in-law 
   Ana Perry, Andi Erbskorn’s niece 
   Doug & April Saville, friends of Gene & Jan Delaney 

   Janice Siegel, Dustin Bailey’s mother, cancer 
   Jim Shiley, Beth Reichert’s father 

   Dale VonDeylen, friend of Gene & Jan Delaney, cancer 
   Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother 

 


