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REFORMATION SUNDAY                       OCTOBER 25, 2020 
On this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: the gospel of Christ—the good news—that makes us 

free! Free to love God with heart, soul, and mind, but also to love our neighbor as ourselves. We 

pray that the Holy Spirit would continue to unite the church today in its proclamation and witness to 

the world. In the waters of baptism, we are made one body; we pray for the day that all Christians 

will also be one at the Lord’s table.  
 

 

Regular text is spoken by the Presiding Pastor or Worship Leader 
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 

PRELUDE                  PRELUDE ON “How Firm a Foundation” 
arr. Anne Krentz Organ 

Joan Meyer, Diane Phelps, Deb Schmidt, Susan Short 

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:23-24)  Mindful of God’s 
commandments, our sinfulness, and God’s mercy; we confess our sin in the presence 
of God and of one another. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Source of all life, 

we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.  
 

We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us,  

yet we expect others to earn it.  
 

We turn the church inward,  

rather than moving it outward.   
 

Forgive us.  

Stir us.  
 

Reform us to be a church powered by love, 

seeking the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 
 

“I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more,” declares the Lord. 
(Jeremiah 31:34)  God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our 
lives in the world. God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as God’s people 
who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen 
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*OPENING HYMN               “How Firm a Foundation” 
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*GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. – 2 Corinthians 13:13 

And also with you. 
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. 

Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, 
reform it; where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is 
divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 
 

THE CHURCH LISTENS 

FIRST READING          Leviticus 19:1–2, 15–18 
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
2Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be 

holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.  15You shall not render an unjust judgment; you 
shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your 
neighbor.  16You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall 
not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the LORD.  

17You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, 
or you will incur guilt yourself.  18You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against 
any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 46 – please read responsively 
1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains be 

toppled into the depths of the sea; 3though its waters rage and foam, and though the 
mountains tremble at its tumult.  

4The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 

5There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the 
Most High. 6God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown; God shall help 
her at the break of day. 7The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are 
shaken; God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 

8The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

9Come now and look upon the works of the LORD, what awesome things he has done 
on earth. 10It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; he breaks the bow, and 
shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 11"Be still, then, and know that I 
am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth."  

12The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.   
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SECOND READING                         Romans 3:19-28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, 

so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God.  20For "no human being will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, 
for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested 
by the law and the prophets,  22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 
all who believe. For there is no distinction,  23since all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God;  24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus,  25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed;  26it was to prove at the 
present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in 
Jesus. 

27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, 
but by the law of faith.  28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 
prescribed by the law. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

*GOSPEL READING                 Matthew 22:34-46 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

34When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, 35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.  36Teacher, 
which commandment in the law is the greatest?  37He said to him, " 'You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38This 
is the greatest and first commandment.  39And a second is like it: 'You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.' 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets." 

41Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question:  
42What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he? They said to him, "The son of 
David."  43He said to them, "How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 

44'The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your 
feet" '? 

45If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?"  46No one was able to give him 
an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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MESSAGE        “Continually Reforming the Path of Love” 
 

THE CHURCH RESPONDS 

*HYMN OF THE DAY          “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” 
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*CONFESSION OF FAITH  

Today we use Martin Luther’s explanation to the Second Article of the Apostles Creed: 
 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, Son of the Father from eternity, and 
also true human being, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.   

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person.   
He has freed me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the 

devil—not with gold or silver, but with his holy and precious blood and 
his innocent suffering and death.   

He has done all of this in order that I may belong to him,  
  live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he is risen from the 
dead and lives and rules in eternity.   

This is most certainly true. 
 
 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
each petition ends: Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer 

 

* SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

(We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you”) 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

 “Lord, Make Me An Instrument”      by Ken Medema, arr. M. Hayes 

Andrea Avers, Will Collins, Mark Erbskorn, Adam Grisier,  
Courtney Grisier, Melanie Nagel, Stan Schmidt, Cristie Sevey 

 

Prayer attributed to St. Francis of Assisi from the 12th century 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace.  

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury…pardon; Where there is doubt…faith; 

Where there is despair…hope; Where there is darkness…light; 

Where there is sadness…joy! 

Oh, divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, 

To be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, and it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace. 
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THE CHURCH SHARES THE MEAL 

 

*THE THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION – 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body 
given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

* THE LORD’S PRAYER – Matthew 6:9-13          
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION          “Lamb of God” – John 1:29 

 

 

1 

2 



 9 

“Morning Prayer” from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism        arr. Carl Schalk 
I thank you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

You kept me safely through the night and brought me to the morning light. 

Be with me through this day, I pray, and keep me safe from Satan’s sway 

That all I think or do or say please only you, my Strength and Stay. 

Into your hands I now commend my body and soul until life’s end. 

Your angel keep me safe from harm until I rest in Jesus’ arms. Amen 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 

 

*BLESSING AND POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Amen 
        

Almighty God, we give you thanks that you have fed us with this heavenly food.  In 
your grace and by your Spirit, help us to be what we celebrate, the body of Christ 
in the world.  Send us out, renewed by this meal, to do the work you have given us 
to do: to witness for Christ, to love you with singleness of heart, and to serve you 
with clarity of purpose; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 
 

*BENEDICTION 
Go in peace and with the courage of faith.  Love God with all your heart, with all your 

soul, and with all your mind,  

and love your neighbor as yourself. (Matthew 22:37-39) 

Whatever you do in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,  

giving thanks to God through him. (Colossians 3:17) 
 

Go into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;  
  hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;  
  strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; 

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless us now and forever. 

Amen 
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* CLOSING HYMN                  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
Please sing unison on Verse 4 
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*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated and you will be dismissed from your pew, 
starting with the back pews and moving toward the front. 

Please proceed directly outside and do not linger in the Narthex. 
 

POSTLUDE            
 

 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
Lamb of God, Come Take Away Text and Music: Ray Makeever ©1982 Augsburg Fortress 

All copyrighted music and texts are used with permission. One License A-731544 ; CCLI #2049355; Augsburg 

Fortress #SAS004104 
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St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 
203 S. Defiance Street Archbold OH 43502 

Phone Number: 419-445-4656  Fax: 419-445-2952 
Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 

Office Hours:      
Pastor Paul Reichert    Deacon Steve Basselman  Brenda Shibler  
   Mon & Tues, by appt.   Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning        Tues. – Fri. 8:00-12:30     
 Wed & Thurs, 9-3         Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon 
 

e-mail:     stmartin@the-welcome-place.org           pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org  
     steveb@the-welcome-place.org   
Worship Services: 9:00 am each Sunday 
    7:00 pm each Wednesday, Informal Service 
                       -9:00 Sunday & 7:00 Wednesday  live broadcast on Facebook and YouTube  
 
 

Building The Welcome Place 
  

Who Are We?  We are The Welcome Place 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  

        – Romans 15:7 

  

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members?  WWW 

We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love. 

  Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.        

    Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone  

  

What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be?  ORG 

People who are serving…One Real God, 

    living One real faith, 

      making One real difference. 

How Do We Remind Ourselves? 

    www.the-welcome-place.org 

 

Welcome to worship today and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.  

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
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We Welcome All to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church this Sunday as you join us in 
person and  online to worship our Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  
Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present both near and far  
Organist/Pianist            -Steve Basselman 
Pianist   -Rick Breier 
Lector   -Melanie Nagel 
Usher Team  -Jim Wyse 
Sound System  -Darren Sonnenberg 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Stan Schmidt 
 

Reminder . . . Daylight Savings begins November 1, set your clocks back one 
hour before going to bed on Saturday, otherwise you will be early to Worship.  

 
Interested in a Sunday School Class? 
Cecily’s Adult Sunday School Class meet on Zoom. The class has returned to 
the summary study of the books of the Bible. Even if you haven’t been involved 
before, if you would like to receive a link to the study class, just let Cecily know and 
she’ll send it to you: cecily@rtecexpress.net  
 
Worship Rewind will be led by Deb Schmidt and Janet Wyse and will also meet on 
Zoom.  Please contact Deb Schmidt if you would like to receive a link and 
participate in their discussion on Sunday mornings after worship. Email 
djschmidt@hotmail.com and put “Sunday School” in your subject line.  Their topic of 
discussion is that Sunday’s Worship theme, message, hymns and how they apply to 
our daily lives.  

 
 

Worship Matters 
Reformation Day is October 31.  It is observed within the Lutheran Church on the last Sunday of 
October each year.  This observance recalls the event where Martin Luther began his movement to 
reform the church in 1517 in Wittenberg, Germany.  Martin Luther never wanted to create a 
separate church, but his followers were labeled as “Lutherans”. At the heart of the gospel, in 
Luther's estimation, was the doctrine of justification by faith--the teaching that Christ's own 
righteousness is given to those who believe, and on that ground alone, they are accepted by God. 

mailto:cecily@rtecexpress.net
mailto:djschmidt@hotmail.com
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Last Week at St. Martin’s. . .  
Receipts Week of October 18 Budget and Year to Date 

 
 

Operating Contributions  $5,129.00 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$5,402.00 

Benevolence Received $5.00 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$538.71 

Other Designated Income $984.00 As of 9-30-2020  

Total Income $6,118.00 YTD Operating Received $208,521.64 

  YTD Operating Expenses ($202,039.45) 

Attendance, October 18 47 Net Income/(Deficit) $6,482.19 

This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

Today – October 25 – Reformation Sunday 
Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast, Holy Communion 
Adult Sunday School, via Zoom, 10:30 am 
Virtual Sunday School 
 

Monday – October 26 
Monday Night Bible Study, 7:30 pm, Zoom Meeting, check your email 
 

Tuesday – October 27 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, 6:45, St. Martin’s Fellowship Hall  
 

Wednesday – October 28 
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm, drive through pick-up 
Worship, 7:00 pm, live broadcast 
Catechism, 7:35, via zoom 
Ensemble Rehearsal, 7:30 pm 
 

Thursday – October 29 
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 7:00, Home Restaurant  
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
 

Next Sunday – November 1 – All Saints Sunday 
Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast, Holy Communion 
Adult Sunday School, via Zoom, 10:30 am 
Virtual Sunday School 
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St. Martin's Prayer Line 
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we remember: 

All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory 

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and King 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be 
supported in their ministry to the Church 

The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to carry 
out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers who have been in harm’s way since the outbreak 
of the coronavirus, may we know the ever-present grace of God 

All who have lost family members and friends to the corona virus, may we know the comforting 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 

For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Shut-ins Rex Detwiler, Henry & Dorothy Huner, Irene Liechty, Ada Thrasher, Louise Wyse  

For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
     All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, 

Patrick Cirenza (June Hayes), Bradley Nilsson (Pat Richards), Christopher Goertz, 
Brendon Johns, Christopher Shirley, Spencer Short 

 

  Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's       
 (Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 

Members of St. Martin’s  
   Jerry Geiger    
   Sharon Heckel  
   Dick Nagel 
   Mike Short 
   Al Siewert 
   Joe Wyse 
    
      
    
    
 

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s  
   Margaret Benecke, Dan & Jeff Benecke’s aunt 
   Paul Bockelman, Deb Schmidt’s father 
   Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother 
   Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son 
   Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend 
   Patricia Grover, friend of Melanie Nagel, ACT friends, cancer 
   Sue Hurst, Archbold area friend 
   Greg Jenkins, Pastor Paul’s brother-in-law  
   Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia 
   Mary McLennen, friend of Pastor Paul’s sister with covid  
   Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin 
   Joan Mortenson, Pastor Paul’s sister-in-law 
   Ana Perry, Andi Erbskorn’s niece 
   Doug & April Saville, friends of Gene & Jan Delaney 
   Janice Siegel, Dustin Bailey’s mother, cancer 
   Jim Shiley, Beth Reichert’s father 
   Jennifer Smith, Bill Poston’s daughter  
    Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother 
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All Saints Commemoration  
 

November 1, 2020 9:00 Worship 
 

"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord." - Rev. 14:13 
 

 On the church calendar, November 1st is All Saints Sunday; a time to 
commemorate loved ones who have been received into the Church Triumphant 
during the past year, a time to claim the comfort of the Christian faith that trusts God's 
promise of eternal life in Christ.   
 During Worship, we remember those members of St. Martin's Congregation who 
have died in the preceding 12 months since the last All Saints Sunday.  In addition, 
anyone may request that a loved one who has died in the past 12 months be 
remembered.  
 The way in which we will handle the remembrance this year hasn’t been 
determined, but please let us know if you would like to have someone remembered 
this year by today, October 25. A request form is below or available in the Church 
Office.  
 

Loved One’s Name: 
 

            
 
            
 

Person Making Request: 
 

            
 

Relationship: 
            
 
Date of Death: 
            


