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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost              November 8, 2020 
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one 

another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish 

bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ's coming in 

our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb. 
 

 

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader or Pastor 
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation 

 
PRELUDE         “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” – arr. Anne Krentz Organ 

 

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*OPENING HYMN           “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”  
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity; Father, Son ☩ and Holy Spirit; who forgives all our sins, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism 
and confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of mercy, we confess that we are not awake for you. 

We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We are worried and distracted by many things, 

and we fail to love you above all else. 
Open our hearts to your coming, 

Open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
Open our hands to serve your creation. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us. Amen. 
 

Jesus Christ our Savior gave himself for us, redeeming us from all sin and cleansing 
us to be people who are eager to do what is good.  Through the water of rebirth 
and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, God saves us, renews us in grace, and gives 
us eternal life.  Rejoice in this good news! 

Amen. 

 
*GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your 

Son. Give us the light we need, so that with eyes and hearts fixed on him, we 
may follow to the eternal light of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING                     Amos 5:18–24 

Woe to you who long for the day of the LORD! 
Why do you long for the day of the LORD? 
That day will be darkness, not light. 
It will be as if someone fled from a lion only to meet a bear, as though he entered a 

house and rested his hand on the wall only to have a snake bite him. 
Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light—gloom, without a ray of 

brightness? 
“I hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot stand your assemblies. 
Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. 
Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. 
Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. 
But let justice roll down like waters, righteousness like a never-failing stream!” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
SECOND READING                  1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 

13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who 
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.  14For since 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have died.  15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have died.  16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with 
the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, 
and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 
caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will 
be with the Lord forever.  18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*HOLY GOSPEL                       Matthew 25:1-13 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 25th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 
went to meet the bridegroom.  2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.  3When 
the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them;  4but the wise took flasks of oil 
with their lamps.  5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept.  6But at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.'  7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.  8The foolish 
said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'  9But the wise 
replied, 'No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the 
dealers and buy some for yourselves.'  10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 
came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the 
door was shut.  11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to 
us.'  12But he replied, 'Truly I tell you, I do not know you.'  13Keep awake therefore, for 
you know neither the day nor the hour. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE             Amy Blankenship 
 
MESSAGE          “Have You Checked Your Oil Lately?”                    
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY            “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” 
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*PROFESSION OF FAITH – Apostles’ Creed 

We are made children of God through our baptism into Christ.  Living together in 
trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

 

* SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

(We share a “distanced peace” with one another with the words “Peace be with you”) 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING        “Shine On Me” 
Traditional Spiritual, arr. R. Dilworth 

Andrea Avers, Peg Bjorlin, Susan Short, Robin Trudel, Cristie Sevey 
 

Shine on me. Shine on me.  

I wonder if the lighthouse will shine on me. 

Is it shining above in the heavens for me? 

I’m wondering if there’s a light  

that is shining in the heavens for me. 

Will it shine on me? 

 
 



 8 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Each petition ends…   

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

 

*BENEDICTION          
Made in God’s image, baptized and set free as children of God; may we go 

from this place to proclaim the saving power of Jesus Christ.   
The Almighty God; Father, Son + and Holy Spirit bless us now and forever. 

Amen 
 

*CLOSING HYMN             “This Little Light of Mine” 
Between Vs 2 & 3, add the verse: 
“Hide it under a bushel, No!”     
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* DISMISSAL            
Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Please be seated and you will be dismissed from your pew, 
starting with the back pews and moving toward the front. 

Please proceed directly outside and do not linger in the Narthex. 
 

*POSTLUDE            “Autumn” from the Four Seasons 
Antonio Vivaldi, arr. S.D. Wolff 

 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
All copyrighted music and texts are used with permission. One License A-731544 ; CCLI #2049355; 

Augsburg Fortress #SAS004104 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
 

We Welcome All to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church this Sunday as you join us in 
person and  online to worship our Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  
Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present both near and far  
Preaching   -Deacon Steve Basselman 
Worship Leaders  -Peg Bjorlin, Susan Short 
Organist/Pianist            -Steve Basselman 
Sound System  -Tracy Ziegler 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Stan Schmidt 

 



 10 

St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 
203 S. Defiance Street Archbold OH 43502 

Phone Number: 419-445-4656  Fax: 419-445-2952 
Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 

Office Hours:      
Pastor Paul Reichert    Deacon Steve Basselman  Brenda Shibler  
   Mon & Tues, by appt.   Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning        Tues. – Fri. 8:00-12:30     
 Wed & Thurs, 9-3         Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon 
 

e-mail:     stmartin@the-welcome-place.org           pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org  
     steveb@the-welcome-place.org   
Worship Services: 9:00 am each Sunday 
    7:00 pm each Wednesday, Informal Service 
    Worship is broadcast live on Facebook and later posted to YouTube  
 
 

Building The Welcome Place 
  

Who Are We?  We are The Welcome Place 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  

        – Romans 15:7 

  

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members?  WWW 

We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love. 

  Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.        

    Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone  

  

What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be?  ORG 

People who are serving…One Real God, 

    living One real faith, 

      making One real difference. 

How Do We Remind Ourselves? 

    www.the-welcome-place.org 

 

Welcome to worship today and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.  

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
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Two Sunday School Class You Are Invited to Join . . . 
Cecily’s Adult Sunday School Class meet on Zoom. The class has returned to 
the summary study of the books of the Bible. Even if you haven’t been involved 
before, if you would like to receive a link to the study class, just let Cecily know 
and she’ll send it to you: cecily@rtecexpress.net  
 
Worship Rewind will be led by Deb Schmidt and Janet Wyse and also meet on 
Zoom.  Please contact Deb Schmidt if you would like to receive a link and 
participate in their discussion on Sunday mornings after worship. Email 
djschmidt@hotmail.com and put “Sunday School” in your subject line.  Their topic 
of discussion is that Sunday’s Worship theme, message, hymns and how they 
apply to our daily lives.  
 
Ridgeville Legion Drive-through Steak Fry, today, November 8 from 11:00-
1:00, pick up at the Ridgeville Legion, County Road 19, east of Ridgeville. 
  
Thankoffering Ingathering next Sunday, November 15 . . . you may bring your 
Thankoffering to the church next Sunday or drop them off them off at the church.  
Deadline for offerings is December 13th.  You may also use your offering 
envelopes, designate: Women’s Thankoffering. 
 
“Operation Christmas Child” is a Christmas Shoebox ministry through Franklin 
Graham.  A shoebox filled with toys, clothes personal gifts or many other things 
are handed out to boys and girls around the world. North Clinton Church will be a 
Relay Center for collecting, packing and shipping the boxes.  They will be open 
November 18 - 24 from 10:00-4:00 to accept your gifts.  North Clinton’s address 
is 831 W. Linfoot St. Wauseon. For more information contact Lowell & Linda 
Richer at 419-335-7164.   
 

 

Sharing the Warmth 
 

Free Coats!  For men, women, & children 
 

Saturday, November 21st from 9am – 12 pm 
 

St. Martin’s Fellowship Hall 
 

To qualify: must live in Archbold or children attend Archbold Schools 

mailto:cecily@rtecexpress.net
mailto:djschmidt@hotmail.com
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Fish Food Drive, Saturday, November 21, 9 am – Noon . . . bring your canned 
good donations to the parking lot of Fish to be distributed to those in need in our 
community for the holidays.   
 

This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

Today – November 8 
Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast 
Adult Sunday School, via Zoom, 10:30 am 
Virtual Sunday School 
 

Monday – November 9 
Monday Night Bible Study, 7:30 pm, Zoom Meeting, check your email 
 

Tuesday – November 10 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, 6:45, St. Martin’s Fellowship Hall  
 

Wednesday – November 11 
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm, drive through pick-up 
Worship, 7:00 pm, live broadcast 
Catechism, 7:35, via zoom 
 

Thursday – November 12 
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 7:00, Home Restaurant  
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
Church Council, 7:00 pm 
 

Next Sunday – November 15 – Thankoffering Sunday 
Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast  
Adult Sunday School, via Zoom, 10:30 am 
Virtual Sunday School 
Catechism, 2:00, via Zoom 
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Last Week at St. Martin’s. . .  
Receipts Week of November 1, 2020 Budget and Year to Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operating Contributions  $5,331.66 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$5,402.00 

Benevolence Received 
$460.00 

 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$538.71 

Other Designated Income $185.00 As of 10/31/2020  

Total Income $5,976.66 YTD Operating Received $226,373.27 

  YTD Operating Expenses ($222,053.71) 

Attendance – 78  Net Income/(Deficit) $4,319.56 
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St. Martin's Prayer Line 
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we 
remember: 

All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory 

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and King 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be 
supported in their ministry to the Church 

The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to 
carry out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers who have been in harm’s way since the 
outbreak of the coronavirus, may we know the ever-present grace of God 

All who have lost family members and friends to the corona virus, may we know the 
comforting presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 

For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Shut-ins Rex Detwiler, Henry & Dorothy Huner, Irene Liechty, Ada Thrasher, Louise Wyse  

For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
     All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, 

Patrick Cirenza (June Hayes), Bradley Nilsson (Pat Richards), Christopher Goertz, 
Brendon Johns, Christopher Shirley, Spencer Short 

 

  Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's       
 (Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 

Members of St. Martin’s  
   Jerry Geiger    

   Sharon Heckel  
   Dick Nagel 

   Mike Short 
   Al Siewert 

   Joe Wyse 
    
      
    
    
 

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s  
   Margaret Benecke, Dan & Jeff Benecke’s aunt 

   Paul Bockelman, Deb Schmidt’s father 
   Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother 

   Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son 
   Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend 

   Patricia Grover, friend of Melanie Nagel, ACT friends, cancer 
   Sue Hurst, Archbold area friend 

   Greg Jenkins, Pastor Paul’s brother-in-law  
   Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia 

   Mary McLennen, friend of Pastor Paul’s sister with Covid  
   Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin 

   Joan Mortenson, Pastor Paul’s sister-in-law 
   Ana Perry, Andi Erbskorn’s niece 

   Doug & April Saville, friends of Gene & Jan Delaney 
   Janice Siegel, Dustin Bailey’s mother, cancer 

   Jim Shiley, Beth Reichert’s father 
   Jennifer Smith, Bill Poston’s daughter  

   Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother 
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Christmas Poinsettia Sale 
 

The Altar Guild is sponsoring their annual Christmas 

Poinsettia Sale.  Proceeds will be added to the 

Paraments Fund. 
 

The plants are $10.00 each and may be given in memory or in honor of 

someone, or for a special occasion.  The plants will be multicolored as they 

have been in the past. 
 

Below is an order blank you may use to order your poinsettias.  Please place 

it, along with payment (checks to be made payable to St. Martin’s Lutheran 

Church) in the offering plate or the box provided on the counter in the 

Church Office. 
 

Deadline is December 6th      
 

Name             
 

# of plants     X $10.00 each  

    for a total of     
 

In Memory of           
 

             
 

             
 

In Honor of             
 

             
 

             
 
 


