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☩ Christmas Eve + December 24, 2020 ☩ 

St. Martin’s Lutheran Church + Archbold, Ohio 
 

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader + Bold text is spoken by the congregation 

*Indicates to please stand as you are able 
 

PRELUDE MUSIC 
  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” – arr. Joel Raney   
  “Carol Prelude” – arr. H. Hopson 
   “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” “Silent Night” 
                         

*PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 

On this holy night, unknown ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth and 

formed man and woman in God’s own image. 
 

Thousands of years after the flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the 

covenant.  Twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah; thirteen centuries after 

Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt. 
 

Eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the Judges; one thousand years from the 

anointing of David as king; the seven hundred and fifty second year from the foundation of the 

city of Rome. 
 

In the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; the whole world being at peace, Jesus 

Christ, the eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to sanctify the world by his 

coming, being conceived by the Holy Spirit, was born in Bethlehem of Judea of the Virgin 

Mary.  Jesus Christ is born! 

Glory to God in the highest! 
To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

Glory to God in the highest! 
 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN   Please sing unison on Verse 4    “OH, COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL”  
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 *GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son, the Lord of the universe, 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, the Savior of all, lying in a manger.  Draw us into the 

mystery of your love and join our voices with the heavenly hosts, that we may sing your 

glory on high.  Praise to Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with 

you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in the splendor of eternal light, God forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

WELCOME 
 

FIRST READING               A child is born for us               ISAIAH 9:2-7 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness — on them light has shined.  
3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 

joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  
4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all 

the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he 

is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David 

and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 

this time onward and forevermore.  

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

Word of God come down to us. 

Thanks be to God   
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PSALMODY                    PSALM 98 
setting by Marty Haugen, David Haas 

The Refrain will be introduced by the Leader,  

and then repeated by the Congregation and after each Verse. 

 

Refrain - All 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verses - Leader 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done wondrous deeds; 

His right hand has won the victory for him, his holy arm. Refrain 
 

The Lord has made his salvation known, his justice revealed to all 

Remembered his kindness and faithfulness to Israel. Refrain 
 

All of the ends of earth have seen salvation by our God. 

Joyfully sing out all you lands, break forth in song. Refrain 
 

Sing to the Lord with harp and song, with trumpet and with horn. 

Sing in your joy before the king, the king, our Lord. Refrain 

 
 
SECOND READING   The grace of God has appeared                 TITUS 2:11-14 

11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.  It teaches us to say “No” to 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self–controlled, upright and godly lives in this 

present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify 

for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
 

Word of God come down to us. 

Thanks be to God 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          “ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH”  
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*HOLY GOSPEL  God’s greatest gift comes as a baby        LUKE 2:1-20 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.  2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.  3All went to their own towns to be registered.  4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David.  5He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  6While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child.  7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night.  9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified.  10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I 

am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  11to you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  12This will be a sign for you: you will 

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  13And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

  14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us."  16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger.  17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child;  18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.       

    

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
MESSAGE                               
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*HYMN OF THE DAY                   “HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING” 
Please sing unison on Verse 3 
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*PROFESSION OF FAITH – Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 

the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through 
the prophets.   

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come.  Amen 
 

*CHRISTMAS EVE PRAYERS 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you. 
(We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you.”) 
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MUSICAL OFFERING                              
 BELL CHOIR             “ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH” 

arr. Derek Hakes 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Holy God, Creator of all and source of life, at the birth of time your Word brought light into 

the world.  On this holy night, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness 

and to make us your sons and daughters. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrection, we await his 

coming again when all things will be restored in him. 
 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by you, we may live 

as your children, shining with the light of your Son. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 



 “AWAY IN A MANGER” 
  

*BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

Amen 
 

*PRAYER 
O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds, and the animals in the stable, we 

gather around your Son, born for us.  Bless us with your holy presence, and inspire us to help 

those who have no place to dwell.  Strengthened by this sacrament, send us from this place so 

that we might share Christ’s love with the entire world, for he is our light and salvation.  Glory 

in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever. 

Amen 
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CANDLE LIGHTING      
At this time, the acolyte will receive their lighted candle and pass the flame to the 

congregation.  Please pass the light by tipping the unlighted candle to the flame of a 

nearby lighted candle. 
 

*PRAYER FOR PEACE 
On this holy night, we pray for peace, O God.  We pray for peace in your Church, peace 

among nations, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. Take away the arrogance and 

hatred that separates us and spread your spirit of peace that all people may be gathered as 

your children under the banner of the Prince of Peace. 

Amen 
 

*HYMN                         “SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT”  
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*SCRIPTURAL COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 

As the light of these candles illumine our faces, may it symbolize the light of the 

Gospel which shines on us from the face of the Christ, who was once a child in 

the manger at Bethlehem, and which one day will shine on us directly from His 

throne on high in the city that needs no candles nor sun.  Rejoice, for by the Light 

of the World, we are transformed so that we, too, look like our Father.   
 

“We, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into 

his likeness, with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 

Spirit.” (2 Corinthians 3:18) 
 

“You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people 

light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand and it gives 

light to everyone in the house. 
 

Let your light so shine before others, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  
 (Matthew 5:14-16) 
 

God of all, hold us close and keep us safe.  

 As night becomes day, as the dark becomes the light, as Word becomes Flesh; 

care for us, bless us, love us, now and always. 

Amen. 
Go in peace. Share the Good News. 

Thanks be to God 
 

You may extinguish your candle.   

We conclude with “Joy to the World” → 
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*RECESSIONAL HYMN                            “JOY TO THE WORLD” 
Please sing Unison on Verse 3 and Harmony on Verses 1, 2 & 4 
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*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace! Share the Good News! 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                   “Joy to the World” 
arr. by Michael Helman 

 
Liturgical Texts for Prayer of the Day, Proclamation and Eucharistic Prayer from Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 and Sundays and 

Seasons ©2020 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Various liturgical texts were written by Steve Basselman. Musical arrangements represent 

those of Hal Hopson, James Biery, Michael Burkhardt and of Steve Basselman.  Psalm 98 “All the Ends of the Earth” arr. Marty Haugen, 
David Haas ©1983 GIA Publications. Unless otherwise noted, all hymn texts are Public Domain 

 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
 

Worship Participants: 

Presiding:   Rev. Paul Reichert, Pastor 

Music Director/Organist: Deacon Steve Basselman, Worship & Music Director 

Pianist:   Rick Breier 

Worship Leaders:  Zach Basselman, JoAnn Benecke 

Andi Erbskorn, Kris Jemmott 

Acolyte:   Jade Whitacre 

String Quartet:   Paige Miller, violin 

    Isabella Francis, violin 

    Brandon Gordon, viola 

    Parker Rosebrook, cello 
 

Our Worship continues… 

TONIGHT + Christmas Eve Candlelight with Holy Communion – 11:00pm 

  In-person and livestreamed on Facebook, Pastor Paul preaching 
 

TOMORROW + Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion – 10:00am 

  In-person and livestreamed on Facebook, Deacon Steve preaching 
 

NEXT SUNDAY + December 27 - 9:00 am Worship 

  In-person and livestreamed on Facebook, Deacon Steve preaching 
 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
 

Merry Christmas!  We welcome you to worship as we celebrate the birth of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ.  If you are visiting with us or watching us online, please come back and 

worship with us again.  In a post-pandemic world, our weekly Sunday schedule looks like 

this: 

Regular Sunday Worship – 9:00 am + Sunday School – 10:30 am 

Wednesday Informal Worship – 6:00 pm 

www.the-welcome-place.org 
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Thank you to all who shared your Poinsettias with us this Christmas . . .  
 

Clare Badenhop in memory of Elden Badenhop 
 

Pat Basselman in honor of Pastor Paul, Deacon Steve and all 
others who gave a special effort to help St. Martin’s through this 
pandemic 

 

Steve & Jen Basselman in appreciation to all those who served in 
the music and worship ministries the last 9 months 

 

Jeff & Jo Ann Benecke in memory of Dexter, Janis & Melissa Benecke; Joseph & 
Juanita Goubeaux and in honor of Pastor Paul 

 

Dick & Melanie Nagel in memory of Karl & Mildred Nagel and Fred & Virginia Witte 
 

Steve & Bonnie Meyer in memory of Wayne & Mabel Wyse and Bob & Buzzy Meyer 
 

Tim & Debbie Smith in memory of Fred & Ginnie Witte and Harold & Marilyn Smith 
and in honor of the Ken & Michelle Collins Family, the Paul & Toni Thiel Family 
and the Tyson & Katie Smith Family 

 

Sheryl McCarthy & Scott Spohler in memory of Sandie Spohler, Esther & Paul 
Greene, and Anna & Art Spohler and in honor of Don Spohler, Kate & Ellie 
McCarthy and Anna & Sarah Spohler 

 

Jim & Jane Stevens in honor of their grandchildren 
 

Tim & Chris Ziegler in memory of Alexa Pinter, Junior & Harriette Eicher and Jim & 
Willie Ziegler and in honor of their children and grandchildren 

 


