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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany                           February 7, 2021 
In Isaiah it is the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars—it is that God who 

strengthens the powerless. So in Jesus' healing work we see the hand of the creator God, lifting up 

the sick woman to health and service. Like Simon's mother-in-law, we are lifted up to health and 

service. Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew our own strength 

in quiet times of prayer. 
 

 
Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader or Pastor 

Bold text is spoken by the congregation 
 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

PRELUDE                Prelude on “This is the Feast” 
arr. C. Callahan 

 

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*OPENING HYMN  (Isaiah 25, Revelation 5)                 “This is the Feast” 
W: Women & Children M: Men 

 

All: 

All: 

W: 

M: 
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All: 

W: 

M: 

All: 

All: 

All: 



 4 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
Rise, shine; for your light has come, 

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon us. (Isaiah 60:1) 
Happy are the people who know the festal shout, 

who walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence. (Psalm 89:15) 
For with you is the fountain of life; 

in your light we see light. (Psalm 36:9) 
 

Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's mercy. 
Silence is kept for personal reflection. 

 

God of peace, 

we confess that we are not at peace. We bring to you all that causes pain 
in our lives and the lives of others: discord in our families, violence in 
our world, our own conflicted hearts. In your mercy, restore us. 
Reconnect us to one another and to you. Let peace reign over all the 
earth, through the Prince of peace, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace: forgiveness that is 
stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken heart. Rise, shine, for our 
light has come. 

Amen. 

 
*GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

And also with you. 
 

Everlasting God, there is none like you in the heavens or on the earth, you give 
strength to the weak and power to the faint.  Make us agents of your healing and 
wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING           Psalm 147:1-11 
1 Praise the LORD. How good it is to sing praises to our God, 
    how pleasant and fitting to praise him! 
2 The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the exiles of Israel. 
3 He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 
4 He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name. 
5 Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit. 
6 The LORD sustains the humble but casts the wicked to the ground. 
7 Sing to the LORD with grateful praise; make music to our God on the harp. 
8 He covers the sky with clouds; he supplies the earth with rain 
    and makes grass grow on the hills. 
9 He provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they call. 
10 His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, nor his delight in the legs of the warrior; 
11 the LORD delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his unfailing love. 

Hallelujah! 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING        1 Corinthians 9:16–23 
16 Preaching the Good News is not something I can boast about. I am compelled by God 

to do it. How terrible for me if I did not preach the Good News! 

17 If I were doing this on my own initiative, I would deserve payment. But I have no 
choice, for God has given me this sacred trust. 18 What then is my pay? It is the opportunity 
to preach the Good News without charging anyone. That’s why I never demand my rights 
when I preach the Good News. 

19 Even though I am a free man with no master, I have become a slave to all people to 
bring many to Christ. 20 When I was with the Jews, I lived like a Jew to bring the Jews to 
Christ. When I was with those who follow the Jewish law, I too lived under that law. Even 
though I am not subject to the law, I did this so I could bring to Christ those who are under 
the law. 21 When I am with the Gentiles who do not follow the Jewish law, I too live apart 
from that law so I can bring them to Christ. But I do not ignore the law of God; I obey the 
law of Christ. 

22 When I am with those who are weak, I share their weakness, for I want to bring the 
weak to Christ. Yes, I try to find common ground with everyone, doing everything I can to 
save some. 23 I do everything to spread the Good News and share in its blessings. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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*HYMN       “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 
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*GOSPEL READING         Mark 1:29-39 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

29As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with James and John.  30Now Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they 
told Jesus about her at once.  31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. 
Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 

32That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with 
demons.  33And the whole city was gathered around the door.  34And he cured many who 
were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit 
the demons to speak, because they knew him. 

35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted 
place, and there he prayed.  36And Simon and his companions hunted for him.  37When 
they found him, they said to him, "Everyone is searching for you."  38He answered, "Let 
us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for 
that is what I came out to do."  39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the 
message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
 

MESSAGE                      “Unimpressed with Success”      
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Each petition ends…   

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you all.  

And also with you. (Please great one another with words of peace) 
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WE SHARE IN THE MEAL 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O holy God:  you are the Life and Light of all.  By your powerful 
Word you created all things.  Through the prophets you called your people to be 
a light to the nations. 

 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.  He is your Light, shining in our darkness and 
revealing to us your mercy and might. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body given 
for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and his 
promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice in 
your holy and life-giving light. 

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this holy food and all the baptized gathered for this 
feast.  Refresh us so that we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance 
of your Son. 

Amen.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

RECOGNITION OF FIRST COMMUNION PARTICIPANTS 
 
COMMUNION 
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THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
 

*BLESSING & PRAYER 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, strenghten you and keep 

you in his grace. 

Amen 
 

O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. You 
are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, and every day. May we 
all be emboldened to tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
 

* BENEDICTION            
The Lord bless you and keep you.   
  The Lord’s face shine brightly upon you and be gracious to you.   
  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. (Numbers 6:23-26) 
  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen 

 
*CLOSING HYMN                      “I’m So Glad” 
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*DISMISSAL            
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
Please be seated and you will be dismissed from your pew, 

starting with the back pews and moving toward the front. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

Liturgical texts and music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress, Prayer of the Day from Creative 

Communications for the Parish ©1999. 

 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
 

We Welcome All to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church this Sunday as you join us in 
person and  online to worship our Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 
St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  

Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present both near and far  
Organist/Pianist            -Steve Basselman 
Lector   -Chris Ziegler 
Usher Team  -Butch Blankenship 
Sound System  -Darren Sonnenberg 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Gwen Grisier 

 
Six Young People will be Taking Their First Communion This Morning. . .    
They are Ellison Benecke, Kayla Benecke, Andilyn Pinter, Emerlyn Pinter, Addison 
Thompson, Jalen Thompson.  Their journey began in 2020 but was delayed 
because of the pandemic.  They participated in a “What is Holy Communion” Class, 
a Seder Meal and made Communion Bread.  They are participating in-person and 
online today. 
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St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 
203 S. Defiance Street Archbold OH 43502 

Phone Number: 419-445-4656  Fax: 419-445-2952 
Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 

Office Hours:      
Pastor Paul Reichert    Deacon Steve Basselman  Brenda Shibler  
   Mon & Tues, by appt.   Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning        Tues. – Fri. 8:00-12:30     
 Wed & Thurs, 9-3         Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon 
 

e-mail:     stmartin@the-welcome-place.org           pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org  
     steveb@the-welcome-place.org   
Worship Services: 9:00 am each Sunday 
    7:00 pm each Wednesday, Informal Service 
                       -9:00 Sunday & 7:00 Wednesday  live broadcast on Facebook and YouTube  
 
 

Building The Welcome Place 
  

Who Are We?  We are The Welcome Place 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  

        – Romans 15:7 

  

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members?  WWW 

We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love. 

  Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.        

    Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone  

  

What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be?  ORG 

People who are serving…One Real God, 

    living One real faith, 

      making One real difference. 

How Do We Remind Ourselves? 

    www.the-welcome-place.org 

 

Welcome to worship today and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.  

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
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From Angie Avers . . .This is Richelle’s new address in Kaiserslautern, Germany. 
She could really use some encouraging mail. She just received the University 
President’s High Achievement Award and took first place in the International 
Research Team project that she was in charge of. The residency thing has become 
a little unclear at this time, but we are hoping that it will get cleared up and she’ll be 
able to stay until her PhD work is done.  Richelle is studying biochemistry.  
Richelle Avers 
Gottlied-Daimler-Str. 68 
Apt. B222 
Kaiserslautern 67663 
 
 

This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

Today – February 7 
Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast, Holy Communion & First Communion 
Adult Sunday School, via Zoom, 10:30 am 
Virtual Sunday School 
 

Monday – February 8 
Monday Night Bible Study, 7:30 pm, Zoom Meeting, check your email 
 

Tuesday – February 9 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, 6:45, St. Martin’s Fellowship Hall  
 

Wednesday – February 10 
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm, drive through pick-up 
Worship, 7:00 pm, live broadcast 
Adult Circle, 7:30, via zoom 
Catechism, 7:35, via zoom 
 

Thursday – February 11 
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 7:00, Home Restaurant  
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
Church Council, 7:00 pm 
 

Next Sunday – February 14 – Transfiguration of our Lord 
Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast,  
Adult Sunday School, via Zoom, 10:30 am 
Virtual Sunday School 
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Last Week at St. Martin’s. . .  
Receipts Week of January 31, 2021 Budget and Year to Date 

 

Operating Contributions  $2,575.00 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$5,670.00 

Benevolence Received $0.00 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$567.00 

Other Designated Income $55.00 As of 1-1-2021  

Total Income $2,630.00 YTD Operating Received $17,590.43 

  YTD Operating Expenses ($22,632.54) 

Attendance: 12  Net Income/(Deficit) ($5,042.11) 
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St. Martin's Prayer Line 
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we remember: 

All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory 

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and King 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be 
supported in their ministry to the Church 

The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to carry 
out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

Ellison, Kayla, Andilyn, Emerlyn, Addison, Jalen, who are receiving their first Communion this 
morning,  together we celebrate the gifts of Jesus’ body and blood  

All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers who have been in harm’s way since the outbreak 
of the coronavirus, may we know the ever-present grace of God 

All who have lost family members and friends to the corona virus, may we know the comforting 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 

For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Shut-ins Rex Detwiler, Dorothy Huner, Irene Liechty, Ada Thrasher, Louise Wyse  
For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
      

  Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's       
Please contact the church office by 9:00 am. Thursday 
(Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 

Members of St. Martin’s  
   John Breier 
   Jerry Geiger    

   Sharon Heckel  
   Dick Nagel 

   Al Siewert 
   Joe Wyse 
    
 
      
    
    
 

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s  
   Margaret Benecke, Dan & Jeff Benecke’s aunt 
   Paul Bockelman, Deb Schmidt’s father 

   Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother 
   Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son 

   Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend 
   Patricia Grover, friend of Melanie Nagel, ACT friends, cancer 

   Kirk Hummel, son-in-law of Carl & Becky Collins, cancer 
   Sue Hurst, Archbold area friend 

   Greg Jenkins, Pastor Paul’s brother-in-law  
   Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia 

   Diana Kosier, sister of Connie Lauber, cancer treatments 
   Mary McLennen, friend of Pastor Paul’s sister with Covid-19  

   Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin 
   Joan Mortenson, Pastor Paul’s sister-in-law 

   Ana Perry, Andi Erbskorn’s niece 
   Doug & April Saville, friends of Gene & Jan Delaney 

   Janice Siegel, Dustin Bailey’s mother, cancer 
   Jennifer Smith, Bill Poston’s daughter  

   Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother 
 

All members, family & 
friends who  serve in 
our military, Steve & 
Sara (Delaney)  Adams, 
Patrick Cirenza (June 
Hayes), Bradley Nilsson 
(Pat Richards), 
Christopher Goertz, 
Brendon Johns,  
Kasyn Schaffner, 
Christopher Shirley, 
Spencer Short 
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Easter Flowers Order  
  

The Altar Guild is sponsoring their annual Easter Flower Sale. We are doing 
the flowers differently this year. You will have an option to pick from four 
different flowers and also choose the color you would like for some. Proceeds 
will be added to the Parament Fund. The plants are $10.00 each and may be 
given in memory or in honor of someone, or for a special occasion. 
 

Below is an order blank you may use to order your flowers.  Please place it, along with 
payment (checks to be made payable to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church), in the offering plate 
or the box provided on the counter in the Church Office. 
 
Deadline - March 7 
 

Name             
 
# of plants _____ X $10  - Total Amount ______________          
 
______ Lilies - white  
 

______ Hyacinths (choose color) 
 ______ deep blue 

______ white 
______ pale pink 

 
______ Tulips (choose color) 

______ red 
______ yellow 
______ pink 
______ purple 

 
______ Daffodils - yellow  
 
In Memory of _____________________________________    
 
________________________________________________    
 
In Honor of _______________________________________    
 
________________________________________________    
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WEDNESDAYS IN LENT 
Lent begins February 17. We will be offering 2 worship opportunities throughout the 
season of Lent this year.  There will be a 12 noon in-person worship service and a 
7pm evening worship service online only. 
 
Noon on Wednesdays will be a brief devotional style service held in-person and 
led by Deacon Steve. Each 12-noon service will last about 20 minutes.  The theme 
for noon Wednesdays will be “Tree of Life” 
 
Wednesdays at 7pm will be an online worship service posted to Facebook and 
YouTube led by Pastor Paul.  The theme for Wednesday evenings will be “Journey 
with Jesus”.  Pastor Paul will explore sites of the Holy Land with pictures, scripture, 
and commentary. 
 
 
Ash Wednesday, February 17 will include a brief in-person devotional service at 
12 noon and will include the imposition of ashes.  It will follow the same pattern 
mentioned above. The 7pm service will be livestreamed through Facebook only.  
Those of you wishing to get “ashes-to-go” to have with you at home for the 
evening service can pick up individual packets at the church.  They will be on the 
bench inside the door of the entrance. 
 
 

SUNDAYS IN LENT 
Sunday worship will focus on the Old Testament reading for each week.  These 
readings take us on a journey through God’s plan to save us, from its beginnings in 
Genesis to the coming of Jesus.  They focus on our covenant relationship with God: 
how it began, how it progressed, and how it led to our new covenant in Christ. 
Worship continues to be held in-person and livestreamed at 9am. 
 1st Sunday in Lent – God’s promise after the Flood 
 2nd Sunday in Lent – God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah 
 3rd Sunday in Lent – God’s promise through the 10 Commandments 
 4th Sunday in Lent – God’s promise of love 
 5th Sunday in Lent – God’s promise written on our hearts 

 
 


