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ASH WEDNESDAY is a solemn day of prayer and repentance that 

begins the forty-day season of Lent. In the 4th century, the 

Church established the season of Lent so that the Church could 

take that time to reflect inwardly on itself, a spring cleaning 

for the soul to prepare for the celebration of Easter. Adult 

baptismal candidates used this season in preparation for their 

Easter baptisms.  As we journey through Lent we are reminded 

of our own baptismal identity. 
 

On Ash Wednesday we confess our sins. During Lent’s forty 

days we are invited to observe the traditional Lenten 

disciplines of fasting, prayer, and works of love. We receive the sign of ashes on our 

foreheads as an external mark of regret. Ashes are an ancient symbol of repentance and 

mourning, and they remind us of our mortality. There are several stories in the Bible 

where the people come to God and sit before him "in sack cloth and ashes" to show their 

repentance and to seek forgiveness.  We remember God’s words to Adam and Eve 

following their disobedience: “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The use of 

ashes also calls to mind the words of the funeral liturgy, “ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” 

By honestly facing our need for forgiveness and healing, we turn to the springtime of 

God’s mercy and grace. 
 

The ashes we use tonight are made from the palm branches that were used on previous 

Palm Sunday observances. It is significant that we use palm branches to make these 

ashes.  The palms are a symbol of victory.  By making the ashes from last year’s palms 

we are reminded of how all our victories are but ashes before the glory of God.  We are 

also reminded of the events of Holy Week - and of how the victory of Jesus over sin was 

won for us on Good Friday. 
 

 
 

 

If you received a small packet of ashes, you will be invited to share those with whom 
you worship or place them on your own forehead when invited to do so.   

Please do not mix the ash with water.   
Each individual packet is enough for at least 4 people in your household. 
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OPENING HYMN            “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” 
Cristie Sevey, soloist 

1 Bless now, O God, the journey  

that all your people make, 

the path through noise and silence,  

the way of give and take. 

The trail is found in desert  

and winds the mountain round, 

then leads beside still waters, 

the road where faith is found. 

 

2 Bless sojourners and pilgrims  

who share this winding way; 

your hope burns through the terrors,  

your love sustains the day. 

We yearn for holy freedom 

while often we are bound; 

together we are seeking  

the road where faith is found. 

 

3 Divine eternal lover,  

you meet us on the road. 

We wait for land of promise  

where milk and honey flow, 

but waiting not for places,  

you meet us all around. 

Our covenant is written  

on roads, as faith is found. 

 

WELCOME           
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INVITATION TO LENT & CONFESSION 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Most holy and merciful God, 

we confess to you and to one another, that we have sinned by our fault, by 
our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been 
forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true 
to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and lack of concern that have 
infected our lives, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess 
to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we 
confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 
we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice 
and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come 
after us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
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PRAYER 
Almighty and ever-living God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the 
breath of life.  You hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all who 
are sorry.  Create in us new and honest hearts, so that truly repenting of our sins, we 
may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness. 

Amen. 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 
SCRIPTURE READING             ISAIAH 40:6-11 
6 A voice says, “Cry out!” 
    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
    when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 
    but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;  
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,  
    lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
    and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

MESSAGE                   “Journey with Jesus: Getting Down to Business” 
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PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body 
given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 
 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. 

Amen 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days.  Renew us in our 

baptisms, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast 
from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
Marked with the cross of Christ, go in boldness, as a beloved child of God. 
Walk in faith, knowing Christ walks with you. 
Journey in peace, under the shelter of the Sprit. 
Almighty God, Father, Son + and Holy Spirit, bless you and preserve you. 

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                        “As You Go On Your Way” 

As you go on your way, may God go with you. 

Me he go before you to show you the way; 

May he go behind you to encourage you; 

Beside you to befriend you; 

Above you to watch over; 

Within you to give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, Son and Spirit. 

 
 

Bless Now, O God, the Journey Text: Syliva Dunstan ©1991 GIA Publications 
As You Go on Your Way ©1983 John Ylvisaker 


