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Fifth Sunday in Lent                                  March 21, 2021 
God promises Jeremiah that a "new covenant" will be made in the future: a covenant that will allow 

all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all 

people to himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God's heart 

through Christ and draws God's light and truth into our hearts. We see God's heart most clearly in 

the way Jesus shares human suffering, in an agony both the John and Hebrews readings describe. 
 

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader or Pastor 
Bold text is spoken by the congregation 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

PRELUDE               “O Christ the Same” 
arr. by M. Albrecht 

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*OPENING HYMN                   “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 

“Return to me with all your heart,” says the Lord. 

Return to the Lord your God, for God is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love (Joel 2:12-13) 

God so loved the world that while we were yet sinners Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us. Through the power of the Holy Spirit God promises to heal us and forgive us. Let 
us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 

 For our sake God made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. (2 Cor 5:21) Because Jesus Christ conquered sin 
and death on the cross, our sins are forgiven. When we were buried with him 
in baptism, we were also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who 
raised Jesus from the dead. 

Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 
*GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
God of suffering and glory, in Jesus Christ you reveal the way of life through the path of 

obedience.  Inscribe your covenant on our hearts, that in life we may not stray from 
you, but may be your people.  In the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, we pray. 

Amen 
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING            Jeremiah 31:31–34 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  32It will not be like the covenant that I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt 
— a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD.  33But this is 
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.  34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
"Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 
PSALMODY - responsively          based on Psalm 51:1-12 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your great compassion 
blot out my offenses. Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and 
cleanse me from my sin. For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
 

Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are justified 
when you speak and right in your judgment. Indeed, I have been wicked since birth, 
a sinner from my mother's womb. Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and 
would have me know wisdom deep within. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
 

Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be purer than 
snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast 
me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your 
bountiful Spirit.    
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NEW TESTAMENT READING            Hebrews 5:5–10 
5So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by 

the one who said to him, 
 "You are my Son, today I have begotten you"; 
  6as he says also in another place, 
 "You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek." 
  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries 

and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because 
of his reverent submission.  8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through 
what he suffered;  9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who obey him,  10having been designated by God a high priest according 
to the order of Melchizedek. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  - Psalm 119:41 
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*GOSPEL READING              John 12:20-33 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.  21They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus."  22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.  
23Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  24Very 
truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 
single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  25Those who love their life lose it, and 
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  26Whoever serves me 
must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the 
Father will honor. 

27Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say — 'Father, save me from this hour'? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.  28Father, glorify your name." Then 
a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again."  29The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An angel has spoken 
to him."  30Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not for mine.  31Now is 
the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.  32And I, when I 
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself."  33He said this to indicate the 
kind of death he was to die. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
 
MESSAGE                   “A New Covenant – A New Reality”      
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
*HYMN OF THE DAY                    “O Christ the Same” 
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 *PROFESSION OF FAITH – Apostles Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you.    

(We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you”) 
 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
*THE LORD'S PRAYER           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE 
 

* BENEDICTION            
For we are what God has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works.  

(Ephesians 2:10)  
Marked with the cross of Christ, we are sent to love and serve our Lord.   
God bless us that we may be a blessing; in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
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*CLOSING HYMN         “Rock of Ages” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*DISMISSAL            

Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE       Please be seated, and you’ll be dismissed individually 
 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
Liturgical texts from Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. All copyrighted music and texts are used with permission. 
One License A-731544 ; CCLI #2049355; Augsburg Fortress #SAS004104. O Christ the Same Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith ©1984 Hope 
Publishing Co. 
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St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 
203 S. Defiance Street Archbold OH 43502 

Phone Number: 419-445-4656  Fax: 419-445-2952 
Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 

Office Hours:      
Pastor Paul Reichert    Deacon Steve Basselman  Brenda Shibler  
   Mon & Tues, by appt.   Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning        Tues. – Fri. 8:00-12:30     
 Wed & Thurs, 9-3         Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon 
 

e-mail:     stmartin@the-welcome-place.org           pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org  
     steveb@the-welcome-place.org   
Worship Services: 9:00 am each Sunday 
    7:00 pm each Wednesday, Informal Service 
                      -9:00 Sunday & 7:00 Wednesday live broadcast on Facebook and YouTube 
  

Building The Welcome Place  
  

Who Are We?  We are The Welcome Place 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.   

         – Romans 15:7 
  

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members?  WWW 

We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love. 

    Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.        

       Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone  
  

What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be?  ORG 

People who are serving…One Real God, 

     living One real faith, 

       making One real difference. 

How Do We Remind Ourselves? 

www.the-welcome-place.org 
 

Welcome to worship today and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be. 

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
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We Welcome All to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church live broadcast of our Sunday 
Worship Service this Sunday. May you be blessed through this Worship Service.   
 

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  
Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present both near and far  
Organist/Pianist            -Steve Basselman 
Lector   -JoAnn Liechty 
Usher Team  -Mark Weaver 
Altar Guild   -Sandy Thatcher, Janet Wyse 
Sound System  -Darren Sonnenberg 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Butch Blankenship 

 
Women’s Sewing Group, 9:00 am . . . if you have been part of the women’s 
sewing group in the past or want to see what they do, please come to the 
Fellowship Hall on March 23 at 9:00 am.  We would like to start the group back up 
again.  Part of their work is knotting comforters for St. Martin’s graduating seniors, 
Lutheran World Relief, Christmas Cheer.  If you know how to tie a knot, you are 
invited to come.  See Pat Basselman or Joan Smith if you have questions.   
 
FISH Pantry Donations . . .  March is FISH Pantry month for St. Martin’s.  All 
unexpired items are willingly accepted, but high demand items are flour, sugar, 
canola oil, 1# bags of rice, refried beans, pancake mix, pancake syrup, shampoo, 
paper towels, toilet paper.  You may place them on the table in the Fellowship Hall.  
Financial donations can be made through your offering envelopes marked: FISH 
Pantry.  Thank you for your donations.   

 
Passion of the Christ Exhibit . . .  A One-Day trip is leaving St. Martin’s church 
parking lot on Tuesday, April 27 to go to the Passion of the Christ exhibit in St. 
John, Indiana.  Several in our church have been there before and in a Lenten 
Wednesday night circle zoom discussion the idea to revisit came up.  It’s life-sized 
bronzed sculptures in outdoor surroundings depicting Christ’s last week on earth.   
It’s superb.   If you have $60 in your pocket, and if you want to get a seat on the full-
sized motorcoach, call Cecily at 419-267-5502 pronto. 
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This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

Today – March 21 – Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Worship, 9:00 am 
Sunday School, 10:00 am, in person – PreK through High School 
Adult Sunday School, 10:30 am 
 

Monday – March 22 
Bible Study, 7:30 pm via zoom, check your email 
 

Tuesday – March 23 
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship, 6:30 am Fellowship Hall 
Women’s Sewing Group, 9:00 am 
 

Wednesday – March 24 
Lenten Devotions, 12:00 pm, in person 
Blue Jeans Meal, 5:15 pm, drive through 
Lenten Service, 7:00, live broadcast 
Adult Circle, 7:30 
Catechism, 7:35, via zoom 
 

Thursday – March 25 
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 7:00 am, at Home Restaurant 
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
 

Next Sunday – March 28 – Palm Sunday 
Worship, 9:00 am 
Sunday School, 10:00 am, in person – PreK through High School 
Adult Sunday School, 10:30 am 
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Last Week at St. Martin’s. . .  
 
Receipts Week of March 14, 2021 Budget and Year to Date 

 
   
 

Operating Contributions  $4,201.00 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$5,670.00 

Benevolence Received $75.00 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$567.00 

Other Designated Income $334.00 As of 2/28/2021  

Total Income $4,610.00 YTD Operating Received $41,253.31 

Attendance 36 YTD Operating Expenses ($47,815.64) 

Mid-Week Lenten, 12:00  Net Income/(Deficit) ($6,562.33) 



 16 

St. Martin's Prayer Line 
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we remember: 

All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory 

 

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and King 

 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be 
supported in their ministry to the Church 

 

The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to carry 
out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers who have been in harm’s way since the outbreak 
of the coronavirus, may we know the ever-present grace of God 

All who have lost family members and friends to the corona virus, may we know the comforting 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our Shut-ins Rex Detwiler, Dorothy Huner, Irene Liechty, Ada Thrasher, Louise Wyse  

For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
      

  Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's       
Please contact the church office by 9:00 am. Thursday 
(Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 

 
Members of St. Martin’s  
   Jerry Geiger    

   Sharon Heckel  
   Al Siewert 

   Joe Wyse 
   Tracy Ziegler 

 
All members, family & 
friends who  serve in our 
military, Steve & Sara 
(Delaney)  Adams, Patrick 
Cirenza (June Hayes), 
Bradley Nilsson (Pat 
Richards), Christopher 
Goertz, Brendon Johns,  
Kasyn Schaffner, 
Christopher Shirley, 
Spencer Short 
 
    
 
      
    
    
 

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s  
   Margaret Benecke, Dan & Jeff Benecke’s aunt 

   Paul Bockelman, Deb Schmidt’s father 
   Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother 

   Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son 
   Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend 

   Patricia Grover, friend of Melanie Nagel, ACT friends, cancer 
   Kirk Hummel, son-in-law of Carl & Becky Collins, cancer 

   Sue Hurst, Archbold area friend 
   Greg Jenkins, Pastor Paul’s brother-in-law  

   Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia 
   Diana Kosier, sister of Connie Lauber, cancer treatments 

   Mary McLennen, friend of Pastor Paul’s sister with Covid-19  
   Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin 

   Joan Mortenson, Pastor Paul’s sister-in-law 
   Doug & April Saville, friends of Gene & Jan Delaney 

   Janice Siegel, Dustin Bailey’s mother, cancer 
   Jennifer Smith, Bill Poston’s daughter  

   Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother 
 



 17 

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT 
 
We will be offering 2 worship opportunities throughout the season of Lent this year.  
There will be a 12 noon in-person worship service and a 7pm evening worship 
service online only. 
 
Noon on Wednesdays will be a brief devotional style service held in-person and 
led by Deacon Steve. Each 12-noon service will last about 20 minutes and will start 
a couple minutes past noon in case you are attending during your lunch hour. The 
theme for noon Wednesdays will be “Tree of Life” 
February 17 – Genesis 2 & 3  February 24 – 1 Peter 2:24 
March 3 – Mark 4:30-32   March 10 – Ezekiel 17:22-24 
March 17 – Psalm 107:1-3,17-22  March 24 – 1 Corinthians 5:15-17 
 
Wednesdays at 7pm will be an online only worship service posted to Facebook 
and YouTube led by Pastor Paul.  The theme for Wednesday evenings will be 
“Journey with Jesus”.  Pastor Paul will explore sites of the Holy Land with pictures, 
scripture, and commentary. 
February 17 – Getting Down to Business  
February 24 – Looking to the Beginning 
March 3 – Starting Over Again    
March 10 – Pushback 
March 17 – Giving the Son for the World  
March 24 – Hope Because of Jesus 
 

SUNDAYS IN LENT 
Sunday worship will focus on the Old Testament reading for each 
week.  These readings take us on a journey through God’s plan to 
save us, from its beginnings in Genesis to the coming of Jesus. 
 They focus on our covenant relationship with God: how it began, 
how it progressed, and how it led to our new covenant in Christ. 
Worship continues to be held in-person and livestreamed at 9 am. 
 1st  Sunday in Lent – God’s promise after the Flood   
 2nd Sunday in Lent – God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah  
 3rd Sunday in Lent – God’s promise through the 10 Commandments  
 4th Sunday in Lent – God’s promise of love  
 5th Sunday in Lent – God’s promise written on our hearts  
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2021 LENT, HOLY WEEK, AND EASTER WORSHIP . . .      
   

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP + MARCH 24 & 31 
12 noon, In-person 
7:00 pm, Online only through Facebook 

   

PALM SUNDAY + MARCH 28 
Worship, 9:00 am with Communion  
Sunday School, 10:00 am 

  

HOLY WEEK EVENING PRAYER—7:00 PM 
March 29, 30, 31, 7:00 pm, Online only each night through Facebook 

  

MAUNDY THURSDAY + APRIL 1 
12 noon, In-person led by Deacon Steve, following the same pattern as the 

Wednesday Noon Lenten services 
7:00 pm, Online only through Facebook with virtual communion 

  

GOOD FRIDAY + APRIL 2 
7:00 pm, In-person worship & live broadcast through Facebook 

  

EASTER SUNDAY + APRIL 4 – 3 WORSHIP SERVICES 
All 3 Worship services will be in-person and live broadcast   
8:00 am—Worship with Communion 
9:15 am—Worship with Communion 
10:00 – Sunday School   
10:30 am—Worship with Communion 
  

2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER + APRIL 11  
Pastor Paul’s last Sunday at St. Martin’s 
9:00 am—Worship with Communion 

       10:00 am—Sunday School 
11:00 am—Worship with Confirmation and Communion 

 

 


