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Gathering Song + “Gather Us In” 
 

1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away; 

 see in this space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of this day. 

 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, we are the old who yearn for your face; 

 we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, called to be light to the whole human race. 

 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 

 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 

 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 

 give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

3 Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away— 

 here in this place the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 

 Gather us in and hold us forever, 

 gather us in and make us your own; 

 gather us in, all peoples together, 

 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Welcome & Opening Prayer 
 

Scripture + Acts 8:26–40 
26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.)  27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship  28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 
Isaiah.  29Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this chariot and join it."  30So Philip ran up to it and heard 
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?"  31He replied, "How 
can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.  32Now the passage of 
the scripture that he was reading was this: 

 "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
 and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 
   33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
 Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth." 
 34The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?"  35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 
news about Jesus.   

36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water! 
What is to prevent me from being baptized?"  38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip 
and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.  39When they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.  40But 
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to 
all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 



Message 
 

 

Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

Benediction 
 

 

Closing Song + “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory” 
1 Joyous light of heav'nly glory, loving glow of God's own face, 

you who sing creation's story, shine on ev'ry land and race. 

Now as evening falls around us, we shall raise our songs to you. 

God of daybreak, God of shadows, come and light our hearts anew. 

 

2 In the stars that grace the darkness, in the blazing sun of dawn, 

in the light of peace and wisdom, we can hear your quiet song. 

Love that fills the night with wonder, love that warms the weary soul, 

love that bursts all chains asunder, set us free and make us whole. 

 

3 You who made the heaven's splendor, ev'ry dancing star of night, 

make us shine with gentle justice, let us each reflect your light. 

Mighty God of all creation, gentle Christ who lights our way, 

loving Spirit of salvation, lead us on to endless day. 
 

Text: Greek hymn, 3rd cent., para. Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


