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“Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 
Please sing unison on Verse 4
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Fourth Sunday of Easter                          April 25, 2021 
The image of the Good Shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the 

relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love that gives the 

shepherd authority. The shepherd's willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. 

First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of 

sharing our wealth with any sister or brother in need. 
 

 

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader or Pastor 
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation 

 

PRELUDE     
 

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*OPENING HYMN                         “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”      
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 

Rejoicing in the resurrection news, let us confess our sins and seek God’s 
forgiveness. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 

we confess that we are held captive to doubt and fear, dismissing the 
resurrection news. We place trust in ourselves and fail to love our 
sisters and brothers as you have first loved us. Forgive us, God of 
mercy. Let your Holy Spirit work in us to change our lives and make 
us new, that we may know the abundant life given through Jesus 
Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 

This is love, not that we loved God, but that God loved us and sent Jesus Christ to 
die for us. (1 John 4:10) Through Jesus, our sins are forgiven. Let the perfect love of 
God cast out fear, fill us with joy, and inspire us to live for others proclaiming the 
glorious news of Christ’s resurrection. 

Amen. 
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*GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your 

fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us 
one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

Amen 
 

THE CHURCH LISTENS 
 

FIRST READING                    Acts 4:1–12 
While Peter and John were speaking to the people, the priests, the captain of the 

temple, and the Sadducees came to them, 2 much annoyed because they were 
teaching the people and proclaiming that in Jesus there is the resurrection of the 
dead. 3 So they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was 
already evening. 4 But many of those who heard the word believed; and they numbered 
about five thousand. 

5The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem,  6with Annas 
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family.  7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By 
what power or by what name did you do this?"  8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders,  9if we are questioned today because of 
a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been 
healed,  10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead.  11This Jesus is 

 'the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.' 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among mortals by which we must be saved." 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 23 – the Refrain is sung by all each time 

 

Verses - Soloist 

1. God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want, I rest in meadows of faithfulness and love, 

 I walk by the quiet waters of peace. Refrain 

2. Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul, you lead me by pathways of righteousness 

and truth, My spirit shall sing the music of your name. Refrain 

3. Though I should wander the valley of death, I fear no evil, for you are at my side, 

 Your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope. Refrain 

4. You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred, 

 Crowning me with love beyond my power to hold. Refrain 

5. Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life; 

  I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore. Refrain 

 
SECOND READING                   1 John 3:16–24 

16We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — and we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another.  17How does God's love abide in anyone who has the 
world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.  19And by 
this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him  
20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 
everything.  21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before 
God;  22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 
commandments and do what pleases him. 

 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.  24All who obey 
his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that 
he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - please sing two times 

 
*HOLY GOSPEL                         John 10:11-18 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 10th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

11I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  
12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the 
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away — and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them.  13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for 
the sheep.  14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me,  15just 
as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.  
16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  17For this reason the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.  18No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and 
I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father." 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ! 
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MESSAGE                “We Have a Good Shepherd”                            
    

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;   
He leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul;  
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
 I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;  
Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me 

in the presence of mine enemies;  
Thou anointest my head with oil; My cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:  And 

I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
Psalm 23, KJV 

 
THE CHURCH RESPONDS 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY                  “Jesus Shepherd Us” 
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*PROFESSION OF FAITH – Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. (We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you”) 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Each petition ends…Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

 
*THE LORD'S PRAYER          

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
WE ARE SENT TO SERVE 

* BENEDICTION            
May our glorious God grant us a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. 

 Amen 
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*CLOSING HYMN    “Good Christian Friends Rejoice and Sing” 
Please sing unison on Verse 4 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 *DISMISSAL            
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Please be seated for those wishing to stay for the meeting 
 

Liturgical texts from Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. All copyrighted music and texts are used with 
permission. One License A-731544 ; CCLI #2049355; Augsburg Fortress #SAS004104. 
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St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 
203 S. Defiance Street Archbold OH 43502 

Phone Number: 419-445-4656  Fax: 419-445-2952 
Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 

Office Hours:      
   Deacon Steve Basselman  Brenda Shibler  
   Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning           Tues. – Fri. 8:00-12:30     
       Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon 
 

e-mail:     stmartin@the-welcome-place.org    steveb@the-welcome-place.org   
Worship Services: 9:00 am each Sunday 
    7:00 pm each Wednesday, Informal Service 
                     -9:00 Sunday & 7:00 Wednesday  live broadcast on Facebook and YouTube  
 
 

Building The Welcome Place 
  

Who Are We?  We are The Welcome Place 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  

        – Romans 15:7 

  

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members?  WWW 

We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love. 

  Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.        

    Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone  

  

What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be?  ORG 

People who are serving…One Real God, 

    living One real faith, 

      making One real difference. 

How Do We Remind Ourselves? 

    www.the-welcome-place.org 

 

Welcome to worship today and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.  

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
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We Welcome All to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church this Sunday as you join us in 
person and online to worship our Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  
Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present both near and far  
Organist/Pianist            -Steve Basselman 
Worship Leader  -Deb Schmidt 
Lector   -Cristie Sevey 
Usher Team  -Jim Wyse 
Altar Guild   -Michelle Collins, Jess Short 
Sound System  -Noah Blankenship 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Yanira Reyes  

 
Today after worship we will offer an In-Person discussion on our pastoral 
transition and the opportunity of calling a first-call candidate that was outlined in 
last week’s letter and email.  An online format will be offered on Tuesday at 
7:30pm.  A Zoom link will be emailed on Monday. 
 
Youth Sunday School . . . today is the last day for Sunday School for our youth.  
We thank all of the Sunday School staff for their ministry.   
 
Welcome Place Kids . . . Grades K thru 6th grade, 6-7:00 pm, church basement.  
Come for worship, engaging activities and discussions.  Kids will be focusing on 
“growing closer to God”.  Meeting dates will be April 28, May 5, 12, 19.  See 
Caleb Wyse if you have questions.  
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This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

Today – April 25 
Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast 
In-Person Discussion on the Call Process, approx. 9:45am 
Sunday School, 10:00 am 
Adult Sunday School, via Zoom, 10:30 am 
 

Tuesday – April 27 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, 6:45, St. Martin’s Fellowship Hall  
Newsletter Mailing 
Zoom Discussion on the Call Process, 7:30pm 
 

Wednesday – April 28 
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm, drive through pick-up 
Welcome Place Kids, 6:00, in the basement  
Worship, 7:00 pm, live broadcast 
Adult Circle, 7:30, via zoom 
 

Thursday – April 29 
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 7:00, Home Restaurant  
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
 

Next Sunday – May 2 
Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast, Holy Communion 
Worship Rewind, 10:00, Fellowship Hall  
Adult Sunday School, via Zoom, 10:30 am 
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Last Week at St. Martin’s. . .  
 

Receipts Week of April 25, 2020 Budget and Year to Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operating Contributions  $3,493.00 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$5,670.00 

Benevolence Received $10.00 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$567.00 

Other Designated Income $454.00 As of 3/31/2021  

Total Income $3,957.00 YTD Operating Received $62,847.92 

  YTD Operating Expenses ($71,771.11) 

Attendance, 4/25/2021 63 Net Income/(Deficit) ($8,923.19) 
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St. Martin's Prayer Line 
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we 
remember: 

All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory 

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and King 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be 
supported in their ministry to the Church 

The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to 
carry out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

Family & Friends of Billye K. Leininger, sister of Rich Winzeler and Peg Winzeler, who went to 
her heavenly home April 15, may we know the comforting presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ 

All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers who have been in harm’s way since the 
outbreak of the coronavirus, may we know the ever-present grace of God 

All who have lost family members and friends to the corona virus, may we know the 
comforting presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 

For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our Shut-ins Rex Detwiler, Dorothy Huner, Ada Thrasher, Louise Wyse  

For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 

  Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's       
(Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 

 

Members of St. Martin’s  
   Jerry Geiger    
   Sharon Heckel  

   Ross Miller 
   Joe Wyse 

   Dr. Paul Wyse 
   Tracy Ziegler 
All members, family & 
friends who  serve in our 
military, Steve & Sara 
(Delaney)  Adams, Patrick 
Cirenza (June Hayes), 
Bradley Nilsson (Pat 
Richards), Christopher 
Goertz, Brendon Johns,  
Kasyn Schaffner,  
Spencer Short 
 
    
 
      
    
    
 

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s  
   Margaret Benecke, Dan & Jeff Benecke’s aunt 
   Paul Bockelman, Deb Schmidt’s father 

   Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother 
   Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son 

   Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend 
   Patricia Grover, friend of Melanie Nagel, ACT friends, cancer 

   Jeff Humbarger, son of Barb Poston, health concerns 
   Kirk Hummel, son-in-law of Carl & Becky Collins, cancer 

   Sue Hurst, Archbold area friend 
   Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia 

   Amanda Karduck, friend of Sara Adams & Jan Delaney  
   Diana Kosier, sister of Connie Lauber, cancer treatments 

   Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin 
   Janice Siegel, Dustin Bailey’s mother, cancer 

   Jennifer Smith, Bill Poston’s daughter  
   Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother 

 


