
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 2, 2021 

 

 

In today’s Gospel the 

risen Christ shares his 

life with us in the 

image of the vine. 

Christ the vine and we 

the branches are alive 

in each other, in the 

mystery of mutual 

abiding that we read 

of in the Gospel and 

the first letter of John. 

Baptism makes us a 

part of Christ's living 

and life-giving self and 

makes us alive with 

Christ's life. As the 

vine brings food to the 

branches, Christ feeds 

us at his table. We are 

sent out to bear fruit 

for the life of the 

world. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER              MAY 2, 2021 
Today is the 5th week of Easter, the 29th day of Easter.  The season of Easter lasts “a week of 

weeks” – 7 Sundays.  This long celebration of Easter continues with the gospel reading describing 

believers as branches of the one vine, who is Christ. Welcome to worship, and be connected with all 

the other branches. 
 

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader or Pastor 
Bold text is spoken by the congregation 

 

 
THE CHURCH GATHERS 

 

PRELUDE      “Christ is Alive” arr. J. Payne

           
BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
Rejoicing in the resurrection news, let us confess our sins and seek God’s forgiveness. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 

we confess that we are held captive to doubt and fear, dismissing the 
resurrection news. We place trust in ourselves and fail to love our 
sisters and brothers as you have first loved us. Forgive us, God of 
mercy. Let your Holy Spirit work in us to change our lives and make us 
new, that we may know the abundant life given through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Lord. Amen. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 

This is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and sent Jesus Christ to die 
for us. (1st John 4:10) In the name of Jesus, I announce to you that your sins are 
forgiven. Let the perfect love of God cast out fear, fill you with joy, and inspire you to 
live for others proclaiming the glorious news of Christ’s resurrection. 

Amen. 
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* OPENING HYMN                          "This is the Feast"  
The Refrain is repeated each time
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*GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

And also with you. 
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our 

life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your 
joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 
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THE CHURCH LISTENS 
FIRST READING          Acts 8:26–40 

26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.)  27So he got up 
and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship  
28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.  
29Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this chariot and join it."  30So Philip ran up to it 
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand what you are 
reading?"  31He replied, "How can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip 
to get in and sit beside him.  32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this: 

 "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
 and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 
   33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
 Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth." 
 34The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 

about himself or about someone else?"  35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with 
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.   

36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 
"Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?"  38He commanded the 
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and 
Philip baptized him.  39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.  
40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SECOND READING               1 John 4:7–21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God.  8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love.  9God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him.  10In this is love, not that we loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  11Beloved, since 
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.  12No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit.  14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior 
of the world.  15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 
abide in God.  16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  
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17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world.  18There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has 
not reached perfection in love.  19We love because he first loved us.  20Those who say, "I 
love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.  
21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – please sing two times 
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*GOSPEL READING                John 15:1-8 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.  2He removes every branch in me 
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.  
3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.  4Abide in me 
as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.  5I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 
do nothing.  6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  7If you abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  8My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 
MESSAGE                                           “How Connected Are You?” 
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THE CHURCH RESPONDS 
*HYMN OF THE DAY                “I Come with Joy” 
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*PROFESSION OF FAITH – Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you. (Please greet one another with the words “Peace be with you.”) 

 
WE SHARE IN THE MEAL 

*THE THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you 

sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

→ 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 
glory. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
* THE LORD'S PRAYER           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 

                “O Blessed Spring” 
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THE CHURCH IS SENT 
 

*BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Amen 
 

*PRAYER 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send light to 

conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish 
your people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may 
show your glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION         
May our glorious God grant us a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. 

 Amen 
 

*CLOSING HYMN              “Christ Is Alive” 
Please sing Unison on Verse 3 & 5 
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*DISMISSAL            
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Please be seated and you will be ushered out individually starting in the back 

 
POSTLUDE            

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
 

Liturgical texts from Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. All copyrighted music and texts are used with permission. 
One License A-731544 ; CCLI #2049355; Augsburg Fortress #SAS004104. 

I Come With Joy Text: Brian Wren ©1971,1995 Hope Publishing Co. ELW#482 
O Blessed Spring Text: Susan Cherwien ©1993, Augsburg Fortress ELW#447 
 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
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We Welcome All to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church this Sunday as you join us in 
person and  online to worship our Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  
Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present both near and far  
Presiding Minister  -Pastor Dana Bjorlin 
Acolyte            -Charlee Forward 
Organist/Pianist            -Steve Basselman 
Lector   -Gwen Grisier 
Usher Team  -Butch Blankenship 
Altar Guild   -Michelle Collins, Gwen Grisier 
Sound System  -Bill Phelps 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Robin Trudel 
 

Welcome Place Kids . . . Grades K thru 6th grade, 6-7:00 pm, church basement.  
Come for worship, engaging activities and discussions.  Kids will be focusing on 
“growing closer to God”.  Meeting dates will be May 5, 12, 19.  See Caleb Wyse if 
you have questions.  

 
 

 

St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 
203 S. Defiance Street Archbold OH 43502 

Phone Number: 419-445-4656     Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 
Office Hours:      
   Deacon Steve Basselman   Brenda Shibler  
   Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning           Tues. – Fri. 8:00-12:30     
       Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon 
 
e-mail: steveb@the-welcome-place.org       stmartin@the-welcome-place.org   
 
Worship Services: 9:00 am each Sunday 
    7:00 pm each Wednesday, Informal Service 
                   -9:00 Sunday & 7:00 Wednesday  live broadcast on Facebook and YouTube  
 

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org


 15 

 
Last Week at St. Martin’s. . .  
 
Receipts Week of 4/25/2021 Budget and Year to Date 

 
 

Operating Contributions  $2,121.00 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$5,670.00 

Benevolence Received $55.00 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$567.00 

Other Designated Income $114.00 As of 3/31/2021  

Total Income $2,290.00 YTD Operating Received $62,847.92 

  YTD Operating Expenses ($71,771.11) 

Attendance, 4/25/2021 58 Net Income/(Deficit) ($8,923.19) 

This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

Today – May 2 
Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast, Holy Communion 
Worship Rewind, 10:00, Fellowship Hall 
Adult Sunday School, via Zoom, 10:30 am 
 

Tuesday – May 4 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, 6:45, St. Martin’s Fellowship Hall  
 

Wednesday – May 5 
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm, drive through pick-up 
Welcome Place Kids, 6-7:00, basement 
Worship, 7:00 pm, live broadcast 
Adult Circle, 7:30, via zoom 
 

Thursday – May 6 
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 7:00, Home Restaurant  
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
 

Next Sunday – May 9 
Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast,  
Worship Rewind, 10:00, Fellowship Hall  
Adult Sunday School, via Zoom, 10:30 am 
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St. Martin's Prayer Line 
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we remember: 

All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory 

 

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and King 

 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be 
supported in their ministry to the Church 

 

The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to carry 
out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers who have been in harm’s way since the outbreak 
of the coronavirus, may we know the ever-present grace of God 

All who have lost family members and friends to the corona virus, may we know the comforting 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Shut-ins Rex Detwiler, Dorothy Huner, Ada Thrasher, Louise Wyse  

For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
     All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, 

Patrick Cirenza (June Hayes), Bradley Nilsson (Pat Richards), Christopher Goertz, 

Brendon Johns, Kasyn Schaffner, Spencer Short 
 

  Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's       
Please contact the church office by 9:00 am. Thursday 
(Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 

 

Members of St. Martin’s  
   Jerry Geiger    

   Sharon Heckel  
   Barb Poston 

   Greg Whitacre 
   Joe Wyse 

   Dr. Paul Wyse 
   Tracy Ziegler 
    
 
      
    
    
 

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s  
   Margaret Benecke, Dan & Jeff Benecke’s aunt 

   Paul Bockelman, Deb Schmidt’s father 
   Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother 

   Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son 
   Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend 

   Patricia Grover, friend of Melanie Nagel, ACT friends, cancer 
   Jeff Humbarger, son of Barb Poston, health concerns 

   Kirk Hummel, son-in-law of Carl & Becky Collins, cancer 
   Sue Hurst, Archbold area friend 

   Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia 
   Amanda Karduck, friend of Sara Adams & Jan Delaney  

   Diana Kosier, sister of Connie Lauber, cancer treatments 
   Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin 
   Janice Siegel, Dustin Bailey’s mother, cancer 

   Jennifer Smith, Bill Poston’s daughter  
   Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother 

 


