
 

 

 

 

 

Maundy  

Thursday  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 1, 2021 - 7:00 pm 
 

St. Martin's Lutheran Church 
203 South Defiance Street + Archbold, Ohio 

Rev. Paul Reichert 
 



 2      

 
Worship Notes 

 

With nightfall and the beginning of this liturgy, our Lenten observance comes to its 

culmination. We gather with Christians around the world in celebrating the Three Days of 

Jesus’ death and resurrection. Our remembering is more than a retracing of the last days of 

Jesus’ life. Rather, throughout these Three Days, we participate in the saving power of 

Jesus’ passover from death to life. As the Three Days begin, we are invited to glory in the 

cross of Christ—our salvation, our life, our resurrection. 
 

On this night we hear Jesus’ new commandment (mandatum, from which the word 

Maundy comes) to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, we are called 

to follow his example, living out our baptismal vocation with humility and care for one 

another, and especially for the poor and the unloved. 
 

We pause to remember the sacrifice of Jesus’ life. His love was revealed in the emptying 

of his life for us. In sharing the holy meal, we become what we eat and drink: the body of 

Christ, offering ourselves in love for the life of the world. Focusing on Jesus’ new 

commandment, we can still carry out our love for one another as the body of Christ through 

prayer for one another.   
 

At the conclusion of tonight’s liturgy, all adornments on the altar and in the chancel are 

removed, preparing us for Good Friday. Through this stark ritual we recall that Jesus was 

abandoned by his followers, stripped of his dignity, and left to face the cross alone. A bare 

chancel will be the setting for tomorrow’s worship service.   

 

No benediction is given as we close our Holy Week services because they are one 

continuous service.  We conclude the service in silence, ready to continue the celebration of 

the Three Days tomorrow, Good Friday. 
 

☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 
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Prelude          “Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” – J.W. Kerr 
 

Words of Welcome 
 
Greeting & Prayer 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all people, 

and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service. Grant that by the 

power of your Holy Spirit these signs of our life in faith may speak again to our 

hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

 
“Come and Fill Our Hearts with Your Peace” 
Sung multiple times 

 

        A       -        -        -       men 
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Old Testament Reading            Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
 

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 5 You shall love the LORD your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. 6 Keep these 

words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 7 Recite them to your children and 

talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and 

when you rise. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your 

forehead, 9 and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

 

Word of God, Word of life 

Thanks be to God 
 

 
 

New Testament Reading      1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 

night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke 

it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same 

way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this 

bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Word of God, Word of life 

Thanks be to God 
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Gospel Reading                     John 13:1-17; 31-35 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 

from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 

loved them to the end.  2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 

Iscariot to betray him. And during supper  3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 

things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God,  4got up 

from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.  5Then he poured 

water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel 

that was tied around him.  6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you 

going to wash my feet?"  7Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but 

later you will understand."  8Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus 

answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me."  9Simon Peter said to him, 

"Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!"  10Jesus said to him, "One who 

has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 

clean, though not all of you."  11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he 

said, "Not all of you are clean." 
12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he 

said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you?  13You call me Teacher and Lord 

— and you are right, for that is what I am.  14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.  15For I have set you an 

example, that you also should do as I have done to you.  16Very truly, I tell you, servants 

are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them.  
17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  31b"Now the Son of Man has 

been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  32If God has been glorified in him, 

God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  33Little children, I am 

with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say 

to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.'  34I give you a new commandment, that 

you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  35By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

 

Word of God, Word of life 

Thanks be to God 
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Message          “Loving to the End and Beyond” 
 
Hymn            “Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love” 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our 

struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and 

each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. 
 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the 

peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sins against God and our 

neighbor, and enter the paschal celebration reconciled with God and with one 

another. 
 

(Silence for personal reflection and self-examination.) 
 

Merciful Father, 

I am a troubled sinner,  
  and I confess to you all the sins with which I have offended you  

  and for which I justly deserve your punishment.   
  I am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray for your 

boundless mercy.   
  Be gracious and merciful to me and forgive my sins,  
  give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life,  

  and bring me to life everlasting. Amen 
 

Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgive us 

all our sins.  Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and gives us power to proclaim 

the mighty deeds of God who called us out of darkness into the splendor of his light.  

As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
Peace 

Sisters and brothers, rejoice.  Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with 

one another, live in peace. (2 Corinthians 13:11)   

  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you.   
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Prayers of the Church 
The following Refrain is sung to begin prayer and after each petition… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words of Institution 

O Lord our God, tonight we recall your love, your faithfulness and your grace as shown to us 

in the beauty and order of your creation, as experienced by Noah and his family, Abraham 

and Sarah, and the ancient people of Israel. 
 

 We give you thanks for giving us your Son, who became one of us to be near those who 

suffer, beside the sinner, among the poor, and with us now. 
 

   Tonight, the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do 

this in remembrance of me. 

   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this in remembrance of me. 
 

 And so, remembering all that was done for us; the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 

ascension, we long for Christ’s coming again in glory. 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

As we gather around this table, send your Holy Spirit upon us, O Lord. Breathe life into our 

bones, that we may be people of hope, justice, and love. All glory and honor is yours, O 

God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, now and forever. 

Amen 
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The Lord's Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you have left us a memorial of your 

suffering and death.  May we always remember your model for a godly life 

and live that life of servanthood all our days.  Guide our hearts through the 

coming hours as we remember the pain and agony of your spirit. 

Amen 

 

(Repeat) 
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The Stripping of the Altar      Psalm 88 
1 O LORD, God of my salvation, 

    I cry out to you by day. I come to you at night. 
2 Now hear my prayer; 

    listen to my cry. 
3 For my life is full of troubles, 

    and death draws near. 
4 I am as good as dead, 

    like a strong man with no strength left. 
5 They have left me among the dead, 

    and I lie like a corpse in a grave. 

I am forgotten, cut off from your care. 
6 You have thrown me into the lowest pit, 

    into the darkest depths. 
7 Your anger weighs me down; 

    with wave after wave you have engulfed me. 

 
8 You have driven my friends away by making me repulsive to them. 

I am in a trap with no way of escape. 
9  My eyes are blinded by my tears. 

Each day I beg for your help, O LORD; I lift my hands to you for mercy. 
10 Are your wonderful deeds of any use to the dead? 

    Do the dead rise up and praise you? 

 
11 Can those in the grave declare your unfailing love? 

    Can they proclaim your faithfulness in the place of destruction?  
12 Can the darkness speak of your wonderful deeds? 

    Can anyone in the land of forgetfulness talk about your righteousness? 
13 O LORD, I cry out to you. 

    I will keep on pleading day by day. 
14 O LORD, why do you reject me? 

    Why do you turn your face from me? 

 
15 I have been sick and close to death since my youth. 

    I stand helpless and desperate before your terrors. 
16 Your fierce anger has overwhelmed me. 

    Your terrors have paralyzed me. 
17 They swirl around me like floodwaters all day long. 

    They have engulfed me completely. 
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18 You have taken away my companions and loved ones. 

    Darkness is my closest friend. 
 

☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 

 

Our worship continues tomorrow evening. 

Go in peace. 
 
 

APRIL 2 – GOOD FRIDAY 
7:00 pm Worship 

 

APRIL 4 – EASTER SUNRISE 
 7:00am Online only through Facebook 

 

APRIL 4 - EASTER SUNDAY AT ST. MARTIN’S 
All 3 nearly identical services will be in-person and will broadcast on Facebook  

8:00am Worship with Communion 

 9:15am Worship with Communion 

  10:30am Worship with Communion 

 

APRIL 11 – SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER & CONFIRMATION 
Pastor Paul’s last Sunday at St. Martin’s 

9:00am Worship with Communion 

11:00am Worship & Confirmation with Communion 

 

 
 

O Lord, Hear My Prayer based on Psalm 102. Music by Jacques Berthier ©1982 Les Presses de Taize, admin by 
GIA Publications, Inc. Come and Fill Our Hearts based on Psalm 136, Music by Jacques Berthier ©1982 Les 
Presses de Taize, admin by GIA Publications, Inc. 
 
 
 


