
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,  
and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow… 
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“What is this Place?” 
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Third Sunday after Pentecost                        June 13, 2021 
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the 

tree of life. The tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we 

are joined through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It 

may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody's looking it grows with a power beyond our 

understanding. 
 

 

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader or Pastor 
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation 

 

PRELUDE         “Fanfare for a New Day” – J.W. Kerr 

 

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*OPENING HYMN                             “What Is This Place?”  
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 

In this place where your glory dwells, O God, your free redeeming word is spoken.  
Open our hearts to this word and make us mindful of your commandments so 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for personal reflection 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess to you that we have sinned.  We have failed and refused to 
bear the fruit of your kingdom.  Free us from the power of sin.  Help us 
to mend our broken relationship with you and with others around us.  
Restore our lives so that we may dedicate them to the growth of your 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; everything old has passed away; 
everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17) In Christ, we are a new creation: our 
sins are taken away and we are made new. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. (Ephesians 4:32) 

Amen 
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*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE             “Open Now The Gates” 

1    O   -   pen    now   the    gates  of      beau - ty,   Zi  -  on,     let   me    en  -  ter    there, 

2    Here  your praise  is      glad  -  ly   chant - ed,  here  your   seed  is      du  -  ly    sown; 

   where  my  soul   in      joy  -  ful    du  -  ty   waits  for     God   who    an - swers  prayer. 

   let        my  soul, where it        is    plant-ed,  bring forth   pre - cious  sheaves  a  -  lone, 
 

    Oh,    how  bless-ed       is       this    place,  filled  with  so -  lace,   light, and   grace! 

    so      that   all      I        hear   may     be      fruit - ful     un  -  to      life     in      me. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
We give you thanks, O God, for your kingdom grows from the smallest beginnings 

and your reign of love makes all things new. Graft us into yourself and nurture our 
growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

FIRST READING                    Ezekiel 17:22–24 
22Thus says the Lord GOD: 
 I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; 
 I will set it out. 
 I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; 
 I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 
  23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, 
 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
 and become a noble cedar. 
 Under it every kind of bird will live; 
 in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 
  24All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD. 
 I bring low the high tree, 
 I make high the low tree; 
 I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. 
 I the LORD have spoken; 
 I will accomplish it. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15  – please read responsively 

It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD,  

to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
to herald your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night; on the psaltery, and 

on the lyre, and to the melody of the harp. 

For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; and I shout for joy 
because of the works of your hands. 

The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, and shall spread abroad like a cedar of 
Lebanon. 

Those who are planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the 
courts of our God; 

they shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be green and succulent; 

that they may show how upright the LORD is, my rock, in whom there is 
no injustice.    

 



 6 

SECOND READING                    2 Corinthians 5:6–10, 14–17 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in 

the body we are away from the Lord —  7for we walk by faith, not by sight.  8Yes, we 
do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with 
the Lord.  9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.  
10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 

14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died 
for all; therefore all have died.  15And he died for all, so that those who live might live 
no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in 
that way.  17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new! 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

    

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           
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*GOSPEL READING                    Mark 4:26-34 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 4th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

26Jesus also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground,  27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 
grow, he does not know how.  28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 
head, then the full grain in the head.  29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in 
with his sickle, because the harvest has come." 

30He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 
will we use for it?  31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is 
the smallest of all the seeds on earth;  32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 
the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air 
can make nests in its shade." 

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 
it;  34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in 
private to his disciples. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
 
MESSAGE                   “How Does Your Garden Grow?”                    
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THE CHURCH RESPONDS 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY                       “For the Fruit of All Creation” 
Please sing unison on Verse 3 
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*PROFESSION OF FAITH – Apostles Creed  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

  
* SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you.   

(We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you”) 
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MUSICAL OFFERING            “Way Maker” 
MacKenna Whitacre, soloist       Osinachi Okoro, arr. Phillips 

 

You are here, moving in our midst. I worship You. 

You are here, working in this place. I worship you. 

 

Way Maker, Miracle Worker, Promise Keeper, Light in the darkness,  

my God, that is who You are. 
 

You are here, touching every heart. I worship You. 

You are here, healing every life. I worship You. 

You are here, mending every heart. I worship You. 

You are here, meeting every need. I worship You. 
 

Even when I don’t see it, You’re working. Even when I don’t feel it, You’re working. 

You never stop working. 

 
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Each petition ends…   

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 
 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

                 

 
WE ARE SENT TO SERVE 

 
* GRADUATE BLESSING & BENEDICTION      

“I the Lord will bless and keep you, and give you peace. 
I the Lord will smile upon you, and give you peace. 

I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter and Brother. 
Go, my children, I will keep you, and give you peace.” 
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*CLOSING HYMN   Unison on Verse 3 “On What Has Now Been Sown” 

 

* DISMISSAL            
Go in peace, serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 

What Is This Place Text: Huub Oosteruis, tr. David Smith; Music: Adrian Engels ©1984 OCP Publications ELW#524. All 

copyrighted music and texts are used with permission. One License A-731544 ; CCLI #2049355; Augsburg Fortress 

#SAS004104 
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St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 
203 S. Defiance Street Archbold OH 43502 

Phone Number: 419-445-4656  
Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 

Office Hours:      
   Deacon Steve Basselman  Brenda Shibler  
   Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning           Tues. – Fri. 8:00-12:30     
       Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon 
 

e-mail:     stmartin@the-welcome-place.org    steveb@the-welcome-place.org   
Worship Services: 9:00 am each Sunday live broadcast on Facebook and YouTube  
 

Welcoming…Working…Witnessing… 

We welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, 

for the glory of God.   – Romans 15:7 ESV 

 

 
We Welcome All to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church this Sunday as you join us in 
person and  online to worship our Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  
Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present both near and far  
Acolyte            -Maddox Schneider 
Organist/Pianist            -Deacon Steve Basselman 
Guitarist   -Zach Basselman, Adam Grisier 
Lector   -Mason Conway 
Usher Team  -Mark Weaver 
Altar Guild   -Cristie Sevey, Jessica Short 
Sound System  -Bill Phelps 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Jeff Benecke 
 

Matthew Wachtman will present an organ recital here at St. Martin’s on 
Friday, June 18 at 7:00pm.  Matthew is from the Defiance area and is a recent 
graduate in organ performance from Baldwin-Wallace University.  He will be 
pursuing his graduate work at Indiana University this fall.  Prior to taking this 
direction in life, he began his organ lessons with Steve Basselman several years 
ago.  We encourage your attendance for this recital as it will include a variety of 
organ music and will be one of our first “get back to church” events!  Ice Cream 
Social Reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall.  All are invited.   

 
 

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
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Missionary Sponsorship Ingathering . . . St. Martin’s Women are continuing to 
accept donations for the Maumee Valley Conference Sponsorship of Mark & 
Cynthia Rich through June 15.  Check your June/July Newsletter for a short 
Missionary Sponsorship History article.  Please use the May Missionary 
Sponsorship offering envelope or mark your donation Missionary Sponsorship 
and drop them in the offering plate.  Thank You! 
 
Fairlawn Retirement Community invites you to an Independent Living Open 
House, Today, June 13th from 1-4pm.  Several duplexes and apartments will be 
available to view and staff will be on hand to answer questions.  Now is a great 
time to consider a move to Fairlawn. 
 

This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

Today – June 13 
Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast 
 

Tuesday – June 15 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, 6:30, St. Martin’s Fellowship Hall  
All Day Sewing beginning at 9:00 am 
 

Wednesday – June 16 
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm, drive through pick-up 
 

Thursday – June 17 
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 7:00, Home Restaurant  
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
 

Friday – June 18 
Organ Recital, Matthew Wachtman, 7:00 pm, see announcement 
 

Next Sunday – June 20 
Worship, 9:00 am, live broadcast, Holy Communion 
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Lutheran World Relief Kit Counter Needed . . . Each year, St. Martin’s collects 
items for Lutheran World Relief kits, both school and personal care kits.  We 
begin receiving items in August when school supplies go on sale.  Each week, 
the donated items are counted, and an updated count is included in the bulletin.  
We are looking for someone to count and organize the weekly donations by 
Thursday each week. It is a great service project for an individual, couple or 
family.  Information and count lists are provided to help with your organization.  If 
you have questions, please stop in the Church Office soon.   

 
Last Week at St. Martin’s. . .  
 
Receipts Week of June 6, 2021, Budget and Year to Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operating Contributions  $6,173.75 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$5,670.00 

Benevolence Received $335.00 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$567.00 

Other Designated Income $3,332.25 As of 5/31/2021  

Total Income $9,841.00 YTD Operating Received $107,656.55 

  YTD Operating Expenses ($110,093.67) 

Attendance 55 Net Income/(Deficit) ($2,437.12) 
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St. Martin's Prayer Line 
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we 
remember: 

All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory 

 

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and King 

 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be 
supported in their ministry to the Church 

 

The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to 
carry out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

St. Martin’s and the Call Team; Andrea Avers, Rick Breier, Aden McCarty, Don Spohler, Rich 
Winzeler, Janet Wyse as we call our next pastor. 

All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers who have been in harm’s way since the 
outbreak of the coronavirus, may we know the ever-present grace of God 

All who have lost family members and friends to the corona virus, may we know the 
comforting presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Shut-ins Rex Detwiler, Dorothy Huner, Louise Wyse  
For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
     All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, 

Patrick Cirenza (June Hayes), Bradley Nilsson (Pat Richards), Christopher Goertz, 

Brendon Johns, Kasyn Schaffner, Spencer Short 
 

  Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's       
Please contact the church office by 9:00 am. Thursday 
(Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 

Members of St. Martin’s  
   John Breier 
   Jerry Geiger    
   Sharon Heckel  
   Ann Ott 
   Joe Wyse 
   Dr. Paul Wyse 
   Tracy Ziegler 
    
 
      
    
    
 

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s  
   Margaret Benecke, Dan & Jeff Benecke’s aunt 
   Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother 
   Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son 
   Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend 
   Patricia Grover, friend of Melanie Nagel, ACT friends, cancer 
   Kirk Hummel, son-in-law of Carl & Becky Collins, cancer 
   Sue Hurst, Archbold area friend 
   Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia 
   Amanda Karduck, friend of Sara Adams & Jan Delaney  
   Diana Kosier, sister of Connie Lauber, cancer treatments 
   Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin 
   Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother 
 


