
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE  ☩ DECEMBER 24, 2021, 7:00PM 
ST. MARTIN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ARCHBOLD, OHIO 
www.the-welcome-place.org

For the grace  
of God  
has appeared, 
bringing  
salvation to all.   
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☩ Christmas Eve + December 24, 2021 ☩ 
 

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader 

Bold text is spoken by the congregation 

*Indicates to please stand as you are able 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
  “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” & “Little Drummer Boy” – Autumn Benecke 
  “What Child Is This?” arr. J. Raney – Rick Breier & Steve Basselman
 “O Holy Night” arr. J. Schrader – Chancel Choir 
                         

*PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 

On this holy night, unknown ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth and 

formed man and woman in God’s own image. 
 

Thousands of years after the flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the 

covenant.  Twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah; thirteen centuries after 

Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt. 
 

Eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the Judges; one thousand years from the 

anointing of David as king; the seven hundred and fifty second year from the foundation of the 

city of Rome. 
 

In the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; the whole world being at peace, Jesus 

Christ, the eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to sanctify the world by his 

coming, being conceived by the Holy Spirit, was born in Bethlehem of Judea of the Virgin 

Mary.  Jesus Christ is born! 

Glory to God in the highest! 
To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN   Please sing unison on Verse 4    “OH, COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL”  
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 *PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son, the Lord of the universe, 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, the Savior of all, lying in a manger.  Draw us into the 

mystery of your love and join our voices with the heavenly hosts, that we may sing your 

glory on high.  Praise to Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with 

you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in the splendor of eternal light, God forever and ever. 

Amen 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ANTHEM: Chancel Choir                                  “GLORIA”   
by Mark Hayes 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; glory be unto God on high; Peace on earth good will to everyone. 

Fear not, behold I bring you good tidings, tidings of great joy. 

This news shall be for everyone, everyone on earth. 

 

For unto you in the city of David, born in Bethlehem, 

The Savior of all; he shall be called Jesus Christ, the Lord. 

 

How shall you find this new little baby? This shall be the sign: 

Wrapped up in cloth, lying in a stall you shall find the child. 

 

After the angel delivered the message music filled the sky. 

A glorious sound was heard all around, breaking through the night! 

 

FIRST READING               A child is born for us               ISAIAH 9:2-7 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness — on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased 

its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing 

plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 

oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he 

is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His 

authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and 

his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 

onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

Word of God come down to us. 

Thanks be to God          
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PSALM 96 – read responsively 
1Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; proclaim God's 

salvation from day to day. 
3Declare God's glory among the nations and God's wonders among all peoples. 
4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be feared 

than all gods. 
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his holy name; bring offerings 

and enter the courts of the LORD. 
9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
10Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is king!” 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, 

O LORD, for you come to judge the earth. 
13You will judge the world with righteousness 

 and the peoples with your truth.    

 
SECOND READING   The grace of God has appeared                 TITUS 2:11-14 

11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.  It teaches us to say “No” 

to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self–controlled, upright and godly lives 

in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our 

great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 

wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is 

good. 
 

Word of God come down to us. 

Thanks be to God  
 
        

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                 (tune: “Angels from the Realms of Glory”) 

        
Alleluia! Alleluia! God’s abiding Word now hear. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! See the Son of Man appear. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King 



 6 

*HOLY GOSPEL  God’s greatest gift comes as a baby        LUKE 2:1-20 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.  2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.  3All went to their own towns to be registered.  4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David.  5He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  6While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child.  7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night.  9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified.  10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I 

am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  11to you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  12This will be a sign for you: you will 

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  13And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us."  16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger.  17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child;  18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.       

    

MESSAGE                    “GOD COMES IN SPITE OF OUR EXPECTATIONS” 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY  Please sing unison on Verse 3  “HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING” 
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*PROFESSION OF FAITH – Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 

virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 

the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through 
the prophets.   

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come.  Amen 
 

*CHRISTMAS EVE PRAYERS 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you. 
(We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you.”) 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                              
 BELL CHOIR                   “THE HERALD ANGELS SING”  

arr. J. Raney 
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*OFFERTORY                                               “WHAT CHILD IS THIS?” 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Good and loving God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. Prepare us to 

receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of your 

salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior.  

Amen. 
 

1 

2 
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*THE THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  In the wonder 

and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 

vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 

whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

(tune: “Angels from the Realms of Glory”) 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Holy God, Creator of all and source of life, at the birth of time your Word brought light into 

the world.  On this holy night, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness 

and to make us your sons and daughters. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrection, we await his 

coming again when all things will be restored in him. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by you, we may live 

as your children, shining with the light of your Son. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America welcomes all baptized Christians who believe in 

the presence of Christ within the sacrament to receive Holy Communion.   

 

Holy Communion will be distributed in a continuous fashion and in two lines. When invited by 

the usher, come down the center aisle to receive the Bread.  After receiving the Bread, move to 

the side to receive the Wine by individual glass.  The light center ring of each individual glass 

tray contains grape juice. Place your empty glass in the basket as you return to your seat by the 

side aisle 

 



“AWAY IN A MANGER” 
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*BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 

Amen 
 

*PRAYER 
O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds, and the animals in the 

stable, we gather around your Son, born for us.  Bless us with your holy presence, and 

inspire us to help those who have no place to dwell.  Strengthened by this sacrament, 

send us from this place so that we might share Christ’s love with the entire world, for 

he is our light and salvation.  Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

*CANDLE LIGHTING  
The acolytes will receive their lighted candle and pass the flame to the congregation.   

Please pass the light by tipping the unlighted candle to the flame of a nearby 

lighted candle. 
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*HYMN                         “SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT”  
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*READINGS: JOHN 1 AND LUKE 2 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without 

him not one thing came into being. In him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. And the 

Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of the 

Father's only Son, full of grace and truth. (John 1:1-5, 14) 
   

Lord, now let your servants go in peace;  
your word has been fulfilled.  

Our eyes have seen the salvation  
which you have prepared in the sight of all people:  

a light to lighten the nations  
and the glory of your people Israel. Amen (Luke 2:29-32) 

 
 

*BENEDICTION 
Almighty God, the One who is and who was and who will be,  

the Word made flesh,  

the holy and life-giving Spirit,  

bless you and keep you in His light and love, + now and forever. 

Amen 
 

You may extinguish your candle.   

Please leave them in the boxes in the back of the Sanctuary as you leave. 

We conclude with “Joy to the World” → 
 

 



 16 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN                            “JOY TO THE WORLD” 
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*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace! Share the Good News! 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE                                   “Joy to the World” 
arr. by David Cherwien 

 

 
All copyrighted music and texts are used with permission. One License A-731544; CCLI #2049355; Augsburg 

Fortress #SAS004104 

 
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 

 

Worship Participants: 

Preaching & Presiding: Deacon Steve Basselman 

Worship Leader:  Kris Jemmott 

Music Director/Organist: Deacon Steve Basselman 

Pianist/Organist:  Rick Breier 

Lector:    MacKenna Whitacre 

Acolytes:   Autumn Benecke, Miley Gericke, Jade Whitacre 

 
 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
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Our Worship continues… 

TOMORROW + Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion – 10:00am 

SUNDAY + December 26 - 9:00 am Worship, No Sunday School 

SUNDAY + January 2 - 9:00 am Worship, No Sunday School 

 

Merry Christmas!  We welcome you to worship as we celebrate the birth of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ.  If you are visiting with us for the first time, please come back and worship 

with us again.  Our regular Sunday schedule resumes January 9. 

 

Regular Sunday Worship – 9:00 am + Sunday School – 10:20 am 

Wednesday Informal Worship – 6:00 pm 

A meal is served each Wednesday at 5:15pm 

www.the-welcome-place.org 

 

A Special Thanks to all of the musicians, choir members, worship leaders, ushers, lectors, 

and altar guild, that have really helped with so many things tonight, throughout this 

entire season, and this entire year. 

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
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Christmas Poinsettia Donations 
 

Clare Badenhop in memory of husband, Elden Badenhop 
 

Pat Basselman in memory of husband, Rudy and sister, Carolyn 
 

Jeff & Jo Ann Benecke in memory of Dexter & Janis Benecke, 
Melissa Benecke, Joe & Juanita Goubeaux 

 

Linda & Bruce Bernath in memory of their parents: Russel & Roberta 
Opdycke, “Pup” Bernath and “Rosie” Carpenter 

 

Michelle Collins in honor of Bridget Lovejoy and Jess Short 
 

Jeff & Kristin Forward in memory of Til & Melba Schnitkey and Jason Forward 
 

Steve & Bonnie Meyer in memory of Bob & Buzzy Meyer 
 

Steve & Bonnie Meyer in memory of Wayne & Mabel Wyse 
 

Dick & Melanie Nagel in memory of Karl & Mildred Nagel and Fred & Virginia Witte 
 

Linda Parnell & David McDonel in memory of Dawn Cramer & Ada Thrasher and in honor of 
their children, grandchildren and great-grand children 

 

Bill & Diane Phelps in memory of William & Olga Summers and Edgar & Katherine Phelps 
 

Greg & Nona Rupp in memory of Steve Liechty and Suellen Rupp and their parents and in 
honor of their children & grandchildren 

 

Keith & Cristie Sevey in memory of Elden Badenhop and in honor of all of their 
grandchildren, Owen, Benji, Nolan, Simon and Molly 

 

Marilyn Sholl in honor of Nona & Greg Rupp, Louise Belden, & Brenda Shibler 
 

Tim & Deb Smith in memory of Fred & Ginnie Witte, Harold & Marilyn Smith, Max Smith, Sr. 
and in honor of Ken & Michelle Collins & Family, Paul & Toni Thiel & Family and 
Tyson & Katie Smith & Family 

 

Don Spohler in memory of Anna & Arthur Spohler, Esther & Paul Greene and Sandie 
Spohler 

 

Scott & Sheryl Spohler in memory of Sandie Spohler, Anna & Arthur Spohler and Paul & 
Esther Greene and in honor of Don Spohler 

 

Jim & Jane Stevens in memory of their parents, Herb & Mildred Stevens and Rodney & 
Claudine Arnold 

 

Tim & Chris Ziegler in memory of Harriette & Jr. Eicher, Willie & Jim Ziegler & Alexa Pinter 
and in honor of their children & grandchildren 

 
 


