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Welcome to Wednesday worship.  Our worship themes revolve around the final week of Jesus’ 

earthly ministry between Palm Sunday and Good Friday. We will not be receiving an offering 

in the midst of our Lenten Services. Offering plates will be available in the back of the 

Sanctuary as you enter and leave worship. 
 

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader 
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME           
 
OPENING DIALOGUE   
Please Stand               

O Lord, I call to you; come to me quickly;  

hear my voice when I cry to you. 
Let my prayer rise before you as incense, 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, 

and guard the door of my lips. (from Psalm 141) 

I lie down and go to sleep; 

I wake again, because you sustain me. (from Psalm 3) 
Hear my prayer, O Lord: 

listen to my cry. 
Keep me as the apple of your eye; 

hide me in the shadow of your wings. 
In righteousness I shall see you; 

when I awake, your presence will give me joy. (from Psalm 17) 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light into being, and you set 

lights in the sky to govern night and day.  In a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 

night you led your people into freedom.  Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ; 

may your Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for you are merciful, and you 

love your whole creation, and with all your creatures we give you glory, through your Son 

Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen 
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OPENING HYMN                                  “OLD RUGGED CROSS” 
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PRAYER 
In many and various ways God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets. 

But in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. (Hebrews 1:1) 
Gracious and holy God, as we gather for worship this night give us diligence to seek you, 

wisdom to perceive you, and patience to wait for you.  Give us a mind to meditate on you; 

eyes to behold you; ears to listen for your word; a heart to love you; and a life to proclaim 

you; all in response to the gift of your Son, our Savior, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 
 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS & RELFECTIONS              MATTHEW 27:1-26 

Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people made their plans how to 

have Jesus executed. 2 So they bound him, led him away and handed him over to Pilate the 

governor. 
3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with 

remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4 “I have 

sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.” 

“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” 
5 So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. 

6 The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this into the 

treasury, since it is blood money.” 7 So they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field 

as a burial place for foreigners. 8 That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this 

day. 9 Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty 

pieces of silver, the price set on him by the people of Israel, 10 and they used them to buy the 

potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.”  
11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king 

of the Jews?” 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
12 When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate 

asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 14 But Jesus made no 

reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the governor. 
15 Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the 

crowd. 16 At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus Barabbas. 17 So 

when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to 

you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he knew it was out of self-

interest that they had handed Jesus over to him. 
19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have 

anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because 

of him.” 20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to 

have Jesus executed. 
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21 “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. 

“Barabbas,” they answered. 
22 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked. 

They all answered, “Crucify him!” 
23 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he 

took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he 

said. “It is your responsibility!” 
25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released 

Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 

 

❖ Thirty pieces of silver was the price for a     in Exodus 21. 
 

❖ In Luke’s gospel, Pilate sends Jesus to      

 

Questions for Reflection: 

1. HAS YOUR OPINION OF JUDAS CHANGED AT ALL OVER THE PAST WEEKS? 
2. HOW DO MODERN LEADERS TRY TO DISTANCE THEMSELVES FROM PROBLEMS?  HAS 

MUCH CHANGED SINCE THE TIME OF PILATE? 
3. HAVE YOU EVER GONE ALONG WITH THE CROWD AND REGRETTED IT LATER? 

 

 
MATTHEW 27:27-56 

27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole 

company of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then 

twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand. 

Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. 30 They 

spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. 31 After they had 

mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to 

crucify him. 
32 As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced him 

to carry the cross. 33 They came to a place called Golgotha (which means “the place of the 

skull”). 34 There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he 

refused to drink it. 35 When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by casting 

lots. 36 And sitting down, they kept watch over him there. 37 Above his head they placed the 

written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
38 Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those who 

passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who are going to 

destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you 

are the Son of God!” 41 In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders 
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mocked him. 42 “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the king of 

Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God. 

Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 In the same 

way the rebels who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 
45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in the 

afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).  
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a 

staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah 

comes to save him.” 
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth 

shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had 

died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into 

the holy city and appeared to many people. 
54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and 

all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 
55 Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee 

to care for his needs. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and 

Joseph,[f] and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 

 

❖ Jesus uses the words of Psalm    as he cries out from the cross. 

 

❖ Simon of Cyrene is mention in    of the Gospels 

 

Questions for Reflection: 

1. SIMON OF CYRENE HAD A STORY. HOW MIGHT HIS STORY HAVE BECOME A BLESSING 

TO THE CHURCH?  HOW MIGHT OUR PERSONAL STORIES BE A BLESSING TO THE 

CHURCH? 
2. WHAT VEILS OR CURTAINS ARE LEFT HANGING THAT SEPARATE US FROM GOD? 

 

 
MATTHEW 27:57-66 

57 As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had 

himself become a disciple of Jesus. 58 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate 

ordered that it be given to him. 59 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and 

placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of 

the entrance to the tomb and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting 

there opposite the tomb. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24186f
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62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to 

Pilate. 63 “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After 

three days I will rise again.’ 64 So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third 

day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been 

raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.” 
65 “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” 66 So 

they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. 

 

❖ .      is mentioned in all 4 Gospels. 

 

 

Questions for Reflection: 

1. IN OUR MODERN-DAY CULTURE, IF JESUS CAME TODAY, WHO WOULD CRUCIFY HIM? 
2. BY POSTING GUARDS AT THE TOMB, DO THE LEADERS THINK THE BODY WOULD BE 

STOLEN, OR DO THEY FEAR SOMETHING ELSE? ARE THEY FEARFUL THAT THIS WHOLE 

JESUS STORY IS TRUE? 
 

In many and various ways God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets. 

But in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. (Hebrews 1:1) 



 10 

PRAYERS 
Beneath the cross of Jesus, we lift up our joys and our concerns to God. 

A brief silence to collect our thoughts… 

O Lord, amid the shifting sands of this world, 

be our rock and our foundation. 
In the fears and uncertainties of our lives, 

be our home and our resting place. 
When we lay our sins before you, 

be our comfort and our guide. 
As we gaze upon the cross of Christ, 

be our hope and our salvation. 
 

Additional prayer petitions may be offered…concluding with… 
 

I give thanks to you, my heavenly Father,  

through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have graciously protected 
me today, and I ask you to forgive me all my sins, where I have done 

wrong, and graciously to protect me tonight.  For into your hands I 
commend myself: my body, my soul, and all that is mine.  Let your 
holy angel be with me, so that the wicked foe may have no power over 

me. Amen (Martin Luther’s Evening Prayer) 
 

O God our help, our hope, our shelter and our home; hear us as we pray: 

 Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name, 

  Your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen 

 

BENEDICTION - Based on Galatians 2:19-20 
People of God, you have been crucified with Christ, 

and it is no longer you who live, but it is Christ who lives in you. 

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

keep our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                        “Abide with Me” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the Good News. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Scripture quotations are from the New International Version. 

 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER WORSHIP . . .      
   

PALM SUNDAY—APRIL 10, PROCESSION OF PALMS,  
 HOLY COMMUNION  
Worship, 9:00 am—Weather permitting, hopefully we’ll be  
     able to consider our palm procession 
Sunday School, 10:20 am 
  

 
 

ONLINE HOLY WEEK EVENING PRAYER—POSTED MONDAY, TUESDAY AND 

WEDNESDAY TO OUR FACEBOOK PAGE. 
   
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY—APRIL 14, 7:00 PM 
Holy Communion at the Rail 
Foot Washing 
Stripping of the Altar 

  
 

GOOD FRIDAY—APRIL 15 
Prayer Vigil, 6:00 am—6:00 pm 
Good Friday Worship, 7:30 (please note the later time) 

  
 

RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD + EASTER DAY—APRIL 17 
  7:00 am—Sunrise Service, Holy Communion 
  8:00 am—Breakfast 
  9:00 am—Sunday School 
10:00 am—Festival Service, Holy Communion 
  
 

 


