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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                   SEPTEMBER 18, 2022 
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all that we 

have, it is crucial to recall that we are bought with a price. "Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave 

himself a ransom for all." Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By 

God's gracious favor we have everything we need. 
 

 

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader 
Bold text is spoken by the congregation 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
PRELUDE               
 

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*OPENING HYMN                              “Earth and All Stars”
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*INSTALLATION OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRIES 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
 

Blessed are you, holy God.  You are the creator of the waters of the earth.  You are the 
river of life.  You led your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant 
with you.  Your Son was baptized in the Jordan River to begin his mission among us.  
Refresh your Spirit among us that we may be renewed in our baptisms and 
strengthened in our service.  We ask this in the name of your Son, our Savior and 
Lord. 

Amen 
 

Christian Education leaders come forward as their names are read. 
 

These individuals have accepted the awesome responsibility of teaching the faith and 
being stewards of God’s word in this congregation.  Our Lord, who came among us as 
a servant, calls us to faith and a life of loving service to our neighbor.  You stand among 
us as a gift from God to inspire us to love and do good works. 

 

Will you accept this ministry of teaching and nurturing in the confidence that it comes from 
God? Will you serve in unity with the Holy Scriptures and be an example of the faith?  
Will you trust in God’s care, seek to grow in love for those you serve, strive for 
excellence in your skills and lead a godly life? 

 

 I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

God of wisdom, your Son came among us as a teacher.  Send your blessing on all who 
are engaged in the work of education: give them clearness of vision and freshness of 
thought, strengthen them in their baptisms and enable them so to train the hearts and 
minds of their students that they may grow in wisdom and be prepared to face the 
challenges of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 
Almighty God, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed 

on us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life through the grace of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

Amen. Thanks be to God! 
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*GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

And also with you. 
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. 

Give us grace to discern what your love demands of us, that being faithful 
stewards of your many gifts, we may serve you with an undivided heart, and 
rejoice in the richness of your love; all in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord; who lives and reigns with you and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

Amen 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

First Reading                        Amos 8:4–7 
4 Listen to this, you who rob the poor and trample down the needy! 
5 You can’t wait for the Sabbath day to be over and the religious festivals to end so you 
can get back to cheating the helpless. You measure out grain with dishonest measures 
and cheat the buyer with dishonest scales.  
6 And you mix the grain you sell with chaff swept from the floor. Then you enslave poor 
people for one piece of silver or a pair of sandals. 
7 Now the LORD has sworn this oath by his own name, the Pride of Israel: 
“I will never forget the wicked things you have done! 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 
Psalm 113 – Please read responsively 

1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; praise the name of the LORD. 
 

2Let the name of the LORD be blessed, from this time forth forevermore. 
 

3From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the LORD be praised. 
 

4The LORD is high above all nations, God's glory above the heavens. 
 

5Who is like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high, 6but stoops to behold 
 the heavens and the earth? 
 

7The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the 
ashes, 8enthroning them with the rulers of the people.  Hallelujah! 
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Second Reading                   1 Timothy 2:1–7 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 

made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.  3This is right and is acceptable in 
the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.   

5For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave himself a ransom for all — this was 
attested at the right time.   

7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), 
a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*HOLY GOSPEL                       Luke 16:1-13 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 16th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property.  2So he 
summoned him and said to him, 'What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 
accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.'  
3Then the manager said to himself, 'What will I do, now that my master is taking the 
position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg.  4I 
have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may 
welcome me into their homes.'  5So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he 
asked the first, 'How much do you owe my master?'  6He answered, 'A hundred jugs of 
olive oil.' He said to him, 'Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.'  7Then he 
asked another, 'And how much do you owe?' He replied, 'A hundred containers of 
wheat.' He said to him, 'Take your bill and make it eighty.'  8And his master commended 
the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are 
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.  9And I 
tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is 
gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 

10Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in 
a very little is dishonest also in much.  11If then you have not been faithful with the 
dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?  12And if you have not been 
faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own?  13No slave 
can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth." 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

BIBLE PRESENTATION 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                        
 

MESSAGE       “Clever Survivors for Jesus”
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
*HYMN OF THE DAY                 “Be Thou My Vision” 
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*PROFESSION OF FAITH – Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
   

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

Each petition ends…Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer. 

 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you.   (We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you”) 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING             “Way Maker” 
Jeff Benecke, Jo Ann Benecke, Adam Grisier, Courtney Grisier 

 
You are here, moving in our midst. I worship You. You are here, working in this place. I worship You 

Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper, light in the darkness. My God, that is who You are. 
 

You are here, turning lives around. I worship You. 

You are here, and You're healing every heart. I worship You 
 

Even when I don't see it, You're working, even when I don't feel it, You're working. 

You never stop, You never stop working. 
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WE SHARE IN THE MEAL 
* THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you! 

And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God! 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, the Resurrection and the Life, who reached out to 
heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 
cross, opened his arms to us all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 
glory. 

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
*THE LORD'S PRAYER           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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“Lamb of God” 
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“Day By Day” 
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WE ARE SENT TO SERVE 
*BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. 

Amen 
 

*PRAYER 
We come again to you, O God, giving you thanks that in this feast of mercy you have 

embraced us and healed us, making us one in the body of Christ. Go with us on our 
way. Equip us for every good work, that we may continue to give you thanks by 
embracing others with mercy and healing; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
* BENEDICTION            

The Lord bless you and keep you.   
  The Lord’s face shine brightly upon you and be gracious to you.   
  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   
  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen 
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*CLOSING HYMN                    “Rise Up, O Saints of God”  
Please sing unison Verse 5 

 
*DISMISSAL            

Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
 

All copyrighted music and texts are used with permission. One License A-731544 ; CCLI #2049355; Augsburg Fortress 

#SAS004104. 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
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St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 
203 S. Defiance Street Archbold OH 43502 

Phone Number: 419-445-4656   
Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 

Office Hours:      
Deacon Steve Basselman  Brenda Shibler  
   Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning           Tues. – Fri. 8:00-12:30     
   Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon 
 

e-mail:     stmartin@the-welcome-place.org           steveb@the-welcome-place.org   
Worship Services: 9:00 am each Sunday 
    6:00 pm each Wednesday 
                      -9:00 Sunday – live broadcast on Facebook and YouTube 
 

We welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 

of God.   – Romans 15:7 ESV 

 
 

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  
Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present  
Acolyte            -Justin McCarty 
Organist/Preaching           -Deacon Steve Basselman 
Pianist   -Rick Breier 
Presiding   -Pastor Dana Bjorlin 
Children’s Message -Caleb Wyse  
Vocalists   -Jeff Benecke, Jo Ann Benecke,  

Courtney Grisier, Adam Grisier 
Lector   -Autumn Benecke 
Usher Team Leader         -Mark Weaver 
Sound System  -Noah Blankenship 
Altar Guild             -Gwen Grisier, Cristie Sevey 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Jeff & Jo Ann Benecke 
 

Worship includes the celebration of Communion today.  We will be distributing 
communion in a continuous fashion.  As you come forward you will receive the 
bread and then you can move to the side to receive the wine.  Please pick up your 
own glass from the wine tray unless you need assistance.  The center light-colored 
glasses are grape juice.  Please place your empty wine glass in the basket as you 
return to your seat by the side aisle. 
 

 

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
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This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

Today – September 18 – Bible Sunday 
Worship, 9:00 am, Holy Communion 
Coffee Hour following Worship, Fellowship Hall 
Sunday School for all ages, 10:15 am 
Picnic Lunch, 11:30 am 
 

Tuesday – September 20 
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship, 6:30 am at McDonald’s 
Community Meal, 5:00 – 6:00 pm, St. John Christian 
 

Wednesday – September 21 
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm 
Welcome Place Worship, 6:00 pm 
Catechism, 6:30, in the basement 
Adult Circle, 6:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Bell Choir, 6:30 pm 
Chancel Choir, 7:30 pm 
 

Thursday – September 22 
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 7:00 am, at Home Restaurant 
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
Newsletter Deadline, 9:00 am 
 

Next Sunday – September 25 
Worship, 9:00 am  
Sunday School, 10:15 am 
Adult Sunday School, 10:30 am 
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Last Week at St. Martin’s. . .  
 
Receipts Week of date, 9/11/2022, Budget and Year to Date 

 
 

Sunday School 
Sunday School Team Leader – Jess Gericke  
Classes Meeting in the Basement: 

Pre-K – 1st Grade with Amy Blankenship  
2nd – 4th Grade with Caleb Wyse 
5th – 6th Grade with Jen Basselman 
7th & 8th Grade with Deacon Steve Basselman 

 

High School Class meeting in The Lodge  
Butch Blankenship 

 

Adult Classes: 
Fellowship Hall with Cecily Rohrs 
Library for “Worship Re-Wind” Discussion Group 

 
 

Bible Presentation  
Spark Bible 
     Jessa Meyer 
 

Hands-On Bibles 
 Jace Meyer  Audra Pinter 
 Jocelyn Thompson Palmer Schnitkey 
 

 

Operating Contributions  $3,587.00 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$6,230.00 

Benevolence Received $65.00 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$570.00 

Other Designated Income $60.00 As of 2/28/2022  

Total Income $3,712.00 YTD Operating Received $173,821.18 

Worship: Sun./Wed./Total 64/17/81 YTD Operating Expenses ($124,716.54) 

  Net Income/(Deficit) $49,104.64 
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Bible Sunday + 1st Day of Sunday School,  
Today, September 18 

  
Worship at 9:00 am 

Sunday School for all ages –  

 TODAY: 10:15—11:00 am  

Activities for all ages   

 at 11:00 am  

Sunday School Picnic Lunch  

 at 11:30 am  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From Rally Sunday . . . 
  

      Final Totals . . . 
360—School Kits 

(Tied for most sent) 

55—Personal Care Kits 
73—Baby Care Kits 

37—Comforters 
  

Thank you to all who donated, helped pack and will deliver to  
New Rochester, OH on October 8 
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St. Martin's Prayer Line 
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we remember: 

All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory 

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and King 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be supported 
in their ministry to the Church 

The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to carry 
out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

St. Martin’s congregation and all involved in the process of calling St. Martin’s Youth Leader  
People of Ukraine during this time of unrest, may they know the presence of our Lord Jesus 
For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 

Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son 

Jan Delaney  
Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend 

Jerry Geiger    
Sharon Heckel  

Steve & Sue Hurst, Health Concerns   
Amy Johns 

Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia 
Amanda Karduck, friend of Sara Adams & Jan Delaney  

Michael, Pastor & Linda Koch, friends of Melanie & Dick Nagel 
Bonnie R. Lauber 

Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin 
Heather Nehls Witten, daughter of Marie Nehls & Tarry Nehls, cancer 

Janice Siegel, Dustin Bailey’s mother, cancer  
Al Siewert 

Jonathan Siewert 
Joe Wyse 

Kelsy Wyse 
Homebound  –  Louise Wyse, Steward Wyse 

For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
     All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, Patrick 

Cirenza (June Hayes), Bradly & Victoria Nilsson, Kennedy Hartung, Ashtyn Frederick, 
Christopher Goertz, Brendon Johns, Kasyn Schaffner, Spencer Short 

  Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's       
(Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 
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