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Keep awake 

therefore, 

for you  

do not  

know on  

what day  

your Lord 

is coming. 
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First Sunday of Advent               November 27, 2022 
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today's readings both Paul 

and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord's coming. 

Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no 

more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what 

we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the 

promises of God. 
 

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader 
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation 

 
 

 

TTThhheee   CCChhhuuurrrccchhh   GGGaaattthhheeerrrsss 
 

PRELUDE                     “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 
arr. A. Krentz-Organ 

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, and come. 

Make all things new. 
 

For past wrongs that prevent us from moving forward: 

Stir up our hearts, Lord, and make all things new. 
 

For any lingering bitterness that scratches our soul: 

Stir up our hearts, Lord, and make all things new. 
 

For any action that has wounded us or by which we have wounded others: 

Give us the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the 
grace of Christ as we speak. 

 

In this season of hope and expectation, let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of 
one another. 

 

Silence for personal reflection 
 

God of advent, 

restore our hearts with your loving presence.  In this season of decreasing 
daylight, we confess the shadows of sin in our lives. We cling to the worldly 
things around us and we put ourselves above all.  We often fail to serve you 
when we do not serve others.  Free us from the power of sin and lead us to 
live as your holy people, in the light of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
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Hear the Good News: God’s Son, the light of the world, was sent to free us from sin, to 
show God’s infinite love and forgiveness for all. Jesus Christ has come into the world, 
has led the way through death that we may have life, and is coming again to make all 
things new.  

Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 
*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH & OPENING HYMN 

O God of Advent, gather us, forgive us and keep us awake as we light this circle of light.   
You continue to do great things for us, may we be your light in the world, serving those 
who look for the dawn of your justice and mercy.   

Let’s walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 
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*OPENING HYMN       “People, Look East” 
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*GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice.  Awaken us now to 
your coming, and bend our angers into your peace, for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

TTThhheee   CCChhhuuurrrccchhh   LLLiiisssttteeennnsss   

 
FIRST READING                         Isaiah 2:1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2 In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest 

of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 
3Many peoples shall come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that 
he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He 
shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation; neither shall they learn war any more. 

5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 122 – read responsively 
I was glad to hear them say, 

 “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
Jerusalem, we are standing inside your gates.  
Jerusalem, what a strong and beautiful city you are! 
Every tribe of the LORD goes there to praise God’s name. 

David’s royal throne is there, where justice rules. 
Jerusalem, we pray that you will have peace. 

We pray that good things will happen to those who love you. 
May there be peace inside your city walls and in your palaces. 

Because of my friends and my relatives, I will pray for peace. 
And because of the house of the Lord our God, I will work for your good.  

I was glad to hear them say, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 

 
SECOND READING                     Romans 13:11-14 

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night 
is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               

 

* HOLY GOSPEL                         Matthew 24:36-44 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 24th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

36But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father.  37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 
Man.  38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark,  39and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man.  40Then 
two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.  41Two women will be grinding 
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left.  42Keep awake therefore, for you do 
not know on what day your Lord is coming.  43But understand this: if the owner of the house 
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into.  44Therefore you also must be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE              CALEB WYSE 
 

MESSAGE                         “Like an Unexpected Snowfall”  
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TTThhheee   CCChhhuuurrrccchhh   RRReeessspppooonnndddsss   
* HYMN OF THE DAY                      “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 
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* PROFESSION OF FAITH – Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended into hell.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
   

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
(We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you”) 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS  
 Chancel Choir             “Will We Know Him?” 

           by D. Price/N. Besig 

Are we ready for the Babe of Bethlehem to be born in a lowly stall? 

Are we ready to greet the tiny little King who will come to save us all? 
 

Are we ready for the star of Bethlehem to appear in the winter sky? 

Are we ready to follow anywhere it leads, and let its light fill all our lives? 
 

Prepare ye the way for the King of Glory, once again proclaim to wondrous story. 

God will send His own true Son, but will we know Him when He comes? 
 

Are we ready for the song of Bethlehem to declare our Savior’s birth? 

Are we ready to join the angels as they sing, and spread the news to all on earth? 
 

Are we ready for the Babe of Bethlehem, God’s true and promised Son? 

Are we ready to greet the tiny little King and will we know him when He comes? 
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*OFFERTORY                       “What Can I Give Him?” 

 
 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
* THE LORD’S PRAYER       

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

 

 

TTThhheee   CCChhhuuurrrccchhh   IIIsss   SSSeeennnttt   tttooo   SSSeeerrrvvveee   
 

*BENEDICTION 
In all our Advent preparations,  

we remain watchful with our eyes on Christ,  
whose birth in a manger is but a promise of his coming again in glory.  

 And may the blessing of Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit  
 be with us now and forever.  

Amen 
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* CLOSING HYMN                             “Lift Up Your Heads”  
Please sing unison Verse 4 

 

* DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+ 
All copyrighted music and texts are used with permission. One License A-731544 ; CCLI #2049355; Augsburg Fortress 

#SAS004104 People Look East Text: Eleanor Farjeon, ©E. Farjeon Will Trust, Music arr. ©1999 Novello & Co. 
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Worship Matters 
What is Advent?  Advent means “coming” or “arrival”.  It is the first season of the new Church Year, a 
season of preparation that looks toward the celebration of Christmas.  The color for Advent is blue, a 
tradition that began in Swedish churches centuries ago.  Blue suggests hope, a primary theme of Advent.  
Knowing that Jesus already came once in a manger, on the Sundays of Advent we focus on the second 
coming of Jesus, John the Baptist as he heralds the coming of Christ, and the virgin Mary as the obedient 
servant chosen to bear the Son of God. 

 
 

 

 St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 

203 S. Defiance Street Archbold OH 43502 
Phone Number: 419-445-4656  
Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 

Office Hours:      
     Deacon Steve Basselman  Brenda Shibler  
        Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning           Tues. – Fri. 8:00-12:30     
            Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon 
 

e-mail:  steveb@the-welcome-place.org   stmartin@the-welcome-place.org 
Worship Services: 9:00 am each Sunday, live broadcast on Facebook and YouTube  
    6:00 pm each Wednesday, Informal Service 
     

We welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God.   – Romans 15:7 ESV 

 

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .  
Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present  
Acolyte            -Kennedy Bailey 
Organist/Pianist            -Deacon Steve Basselman 
Pianist   -Rick Breier 
Lector   -Deb Schmidt 
Usher Team Leader         -Butch Blankenship 
Sound System  -Bill Phelps 
Altar Guild             -Joan Meyer, Jess Short 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Gwen Grisier 
 

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
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Christmas Cheer Tree . . . Please support Christmas Cheer by taking tags from the 
tree in the Narthex and purchasing the items on the tags. Your donations help to put 
food on the table of local families & gifts into the hands of children on Christmas 
morning. Please bring the items back to church by 11am on December 4. If you're not 
able to pick up tags, you can donate monetarily via 
fultoncountychristmascheer.org. Together we can do great things! 
 
If you would like to make a Thankoffering Donation . . . mark your offering 
envelope, Women’s Thankoffering or drop off your monetary offerings at the Church 
Office.  Deadline is December 12th.  

 
 

This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

Today – November 27 – Advent I 
Worship, 9:00 am 
Sunday School, 10:20 am 
Adult Sunday School, 10:30 am 
 

Tuesday – November 29 
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship, 6:30 am at McDonald’s 
Community Meal, 5:00 – 6:00 pm, St. John Christian 
 

Wednesday – November 30 
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm 
Welcome Place Worship, 6:00 pm 
Catechism, 6:30 pm, in the basement 
Adult Circle, 6:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Bells, 6:30 pm 
Chancel Choir, 7:30 pm 
 

Thursday – December 1 
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 7:00 am, at Home Restaurant 
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
 

Next Sunday – December 4 – Advent II 
Worship, 9:00 am, Holy Communion  
Sunday School, 10:20 am 
Adult Sunday School, 10:30 am 
 

 



 14 

Last Week at St. Martin’s. . .  
 
Receipts Week of November 20, 2022, Budget and Year to Date 

 
CHRISTMAS SIP & SING at Knotty Vines Winery… join us for a St. Martin’s night at the 
winery December 12 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm.    Menu items are available for purchase 
and there will some informal holiday music by Rick Breier and Steve Basselman. 
Come and go and you please and join us for some holiday fellowship in a venue other 
than the Fellowship Hall on a Sunday during Coffee Hour! 

 
Flickering for Fairlawn, December 11th  . . . A luminary event!  Proceeds will support 
resident care at Fairlawn Haven Care Center.  Kits include supplies for 10 luminaries: 
10 white bags, 2” votive candles, sand & instructions and can be ordered using the 
order form on the desk in the Narthex or online.  One kit cost $20.00.  Deadline for 
orders is December 2nd. 

 
 

Operating Contributions  $10,117.49 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$6,230.00 

Benevolence Received $322.00 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$570.00 

Other Designated Income $460.00 As of October 31,2022  

Total Income $10,899.49 YTD Operating Received $212,663.69 

Worship: Sunday/  
Thanksgiving Eve 

148/89 YTD Operating Expenses ($157,213.43) 

Sunday School 59 Net Income/(Deficit) $55,450.26 
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St. Martin's Prayer Line 
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we remember: 

All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man coming in 
a cloud with power and great glory 

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, our Redeemer and King 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be supported in 
their ministry to the Church 

The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to carry out 
God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out God’s 
ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

St. Martin’s congregation and all involved in the process of calling St. Martin’s Youth Leader  
People of Ukraine during this time of unrest, may they know the presence of our Lord Jesus 
Family & Friends of Arlene Schneider, Joe’s mother who went to her eternal home this past week, 

may we know the comforting presence of our Lord Jesus 
For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 

Richelle Avers 
Clare Badenhop 
Rick Breier  
Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son 
Jerry Geiger    
Jessica Harris 
Sharon Heckel  
Steve & Sue Hurst, Health Concerns   
Amy Johns 
Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia 
Amanda Karduck, friend of Sara Adams & Jan Delaney  
Michael, Pastor & Linda Koch, friends of Melanie & Dick Nagel 
Bonnie R. Lauber 
Stephene Mcdaugh, Hospice Care 
Heather Nehls Witten, daughter of Marie Nehls & Tarry Nehls, cancer 
Eva Pahl, Pat Basselman’s niece, health concerns 
Janice Siegel, Dustin Bailey’s mother, cancer  
Al Siewert 
Jonathan Siewert 
Joe Wyse 
Kelsy Wyse 
Homebound  –  Louise Wyse, Steward Wyse 

For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
     All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, Patrick 

Cirenza (June Hayes), Bradly & Victoria Nilsson, Kennedy Hartung, Ashtyn Frederick, 
Christopher Goertz, Brendon Johns, Kasyn Schaffner, Spencer Short 

  Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's       
(Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 
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Christmas Poinsettia Sale 
  

The Altar Guild is sponsoring their annual  

Christmas Poinsettia Sale.  Proceeds will be  

added to the Paraments Fund. 

  

The plants are $12.00 each and may be given in  

memory or in honor of someone, or for a special occasion.   

The plants will be multicolored as they have been in the past. 

  

Below is an order blank you may use to order your poinsettias.  Please place it, 

along with payment (checks to be made payable to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church) 

in the offering plate or the box provided on the counter in the Church Office. 

  

 Deadline is November 28th   
   

Name             

  

# of plants       X $12.00 each   

     

for a total of      
  

In Memory of          

    

           

    
           

 

In Honor of           

   

           

    

           
 


