Forerunners and
messengers advance the
advent of our God. While
John the Baptizer's voice
in the wilderness may be
the principal focus of the
day, Malachi's prophesy
could as easily herald
the coming Lord Jesus
as forerunner of the
Lord of hosts. Finally all
the baptized are called
to participate in the
sharing of the gospel. In
so doing we prepare the
way for the coming of
the Lord and assist all
flesh in capturing a
vision of the "salvation
of God."
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Third Sunday of Advent December 16, 2018

Regular text is spoken by the Pastor or Worship Leader
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation

THE CHURCH GATHERS

PRELUDE
BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, and come.
Make all things new.

For past wrongs that prevent us from moving forward:
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, and make all things new.

For any lingering bitterness that scratches our soul:
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, and make all things new.

For any action that has wounded us or by which we have wounded others:
Give us the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the
grace of Christ as we speak.

In this season of hope and expectation, let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of
one another.

Silence for personal reflection

God of advent,

restore our hearts with your loving presence. In this season of decreasing
daylight, we confess the shadows of sin in our lives. We cling to the worldly
things around us and we put ourselves above all. We often fail to serve you
when we do not serve others. Free us from the power of sin and lead us to
live as your holy people, in the light of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

Hear the Good News: God’s Son, the light of the world, was sent to free us from sin. As a
called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen



*OPENING HYMN

“Blessed Be the God of Israel”
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So  have the proph-ets long de-clared that with a might-y arm
that we might wor - ship with-out fear and  of - fer lives of  praise,
Then shall God’s mer - cy from on high shine forth and nev - er  cease
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*GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all
the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

THE CHURCH LISTENS

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4

“l will send my messenger to prepare the way for me. Then suddenly the Lord you are
looking for will appear in his temple. The messenger you desire is coming with my
promise, and he is on his way,” declares the Lord.

But who will be able to endure it when he comes? Who will be able to stand and face him
when he appears? For he will be like a blazing fire that refines metal, or like a strong
soap that bleaches clothes. The Lord will purify the descendants of Levi like they were
gold or silver. Then they will bring the proper offerings to the Lord, and the offerings of
the people of Judah and Jerusalem will please him, just as they did in the past.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY — BASED ON ZECHARIAH'S SONG FROM LUKE 1:68-79 - read responsively

In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us.

Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, you have come to your people and set them free.
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of your servant David.
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon

us.

Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies, from the
hands of all who hate us, to show mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy
covenant. This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: to set us free from the
hands of our enemies, free to worship you without fear, holy and righteous before you, all

the days of our life.
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon

us.
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord
to prepare the way, to give God's people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of

their sins. —
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In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon
us.

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:3-11

Every time | think of you, | give thanks to my God. Whenever | pray, | make my requests
for all of you with joy, for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about
Christ from the time you first heard it until now. And | am certain that God, who began the
good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ
Jesus returns.

So it is right that | should feel as | do about all of you, for you have a special place in my
heart. You share with me the special favor of God, both in my imprisonment and in
defending and confirming the truth of the Good News. God knows how much | love you
and long for you with the tender compassion of Christ Jesus.

| pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep on growing in
knowledge and understanding. For | want you to understand what really matters, so that
you may live pure and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. May you always be
filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous character produced in your life by Jesus
Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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* HoLY GOSPEL Luke 3:1-6

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor
of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of
lturaea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.
3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins, “as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

°Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth;
¢and all flesh shall see the salvation of God."

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

MESSAGE “Getting Us All Ready”

THE CHURCH RESPONDS

* HYMN OF THE DAY “Prepare the Royal Highway”
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* PROFESSION OF FAITH - Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
(We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you”)

OFFERING OF GIFTS “Breath of Heaven” — The Reichert Family
*OFFERTORY “With Joy, O Lord”
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Lord of Advent,
accept the offerings we bring this day, the work of our hands, the gifts of our
labor, our lives to serve you. Gladden our hearts as we watch for your
coming and help us to share that gladness with all. Amen

THE CHURCH SHARES THE MEAL

*THE THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, King of glory. You sent your only Son, Jesus Christ, into the
darkness of our world to be a light among us.

In weakness, he took on our flesh in the form of a child to live and grow as one of us. In
weakness and strength, he showed forth your love and followed your call, even to
death upon a cross for the sake of our sins. Then you raised him from the dead to
reign with you in glory, and promised his return to us in power to bring us into your
everlasting kingdom.

For all this, we thank you, O God. We live in that hope and await his coming again,
raising our voices in prayer.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Be with us at our table, O God, in our eating and in our drinking, that the Spirit of hope is
kindled in our hearts and in our lives, uniting us in him who came and will come again,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen



* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

“Holy Child within the Manger” WOV 638 (Blue hymnal)
“l Wonder As | Wander” WOV 642 (Blue hymnal)

THE CHURCH IS SENT TO SERVE

*BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen
*PosT COMMUNION VERSE (“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” verse 3)

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice:
Now we need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

*PRAYER
Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted again on your
endless love. Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, that we may be
messengers to prepare your way, harvesters of justice and righteousness, and bearers
of your eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.

*BENEDICTION
In all your Advent preparations,
remain watchful with your eyes on Christ,
whose birth in a manger is but a promise of his coming again in glory.
And may the blessing of Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit
be with you now and forever.
Amen
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* CLOSING HYMN “Hark, the Glad Sound”
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Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
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Liturgical textsr Prayer of the Day, Eucharistic Prayer, Offertory Prayer from Sundays and Seasons ©2018
Texs forConfession & Forgiven€sspel Acclamation and Offertory arranged by Steve Basselman

Worship Matters

What is AdventRdvent means Oicomitngidos orhdaffiri ¥yia
season of preparation that looks toward the celebration of Christmas. The color for Adv
tradition that began in Swedish churches centuries ago. Blue suggests hope, a primaty|the
Knowing that Jesus already came once in a manger, on the Sundays of Advent we focus
coming of Jesus, John the Baptist as he heralds the coming of Christ, and the virgin Mary &
servant chosen to bear the Son of God.

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . ..

Ministers of Worship -Everyone Present

Acolyte -Gabe Short

Organist/Pianist -Beth Reichert

Lector -Eliza Avers

Greeter Team Leader  -Jackie Schweitzer

Usher Team Leader -Jim Wyse

Sound System -Tracy Ziegler

Altar Guild -Sandy Thatcher, Janet Wyse

Offering Counters -Jo Ann Liechty, Rich & Joyce Winzeler
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ST. MARTIN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

203 S. Defiance Street + Archbold OH 43502
Phone:419-445-4656 Fax: 419-445-2952

Web Site: www.the-welcome-place.org i Worship Services
9:00 am each Sunday
Holy Communion:
First & Third Sunday of the Month
Festivals
6:00 pm each Wednesday

1 1
1

1
1 1
1

1
1

1
1 1
1

1
1
! :
! Informal Service i

1
1

1
1

1
1 1
1

1
1 1
1 1
1

1
1

e-mail: stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org
steveb@the-welcome-place.org

Office Hours:
Pastor Paul 9-12, Mon. Tues, Thurs
or by appointment
Steve Basselman Mon, Tue, Thurs, Friam
Tue, Wed, Thurs, Fri pm
Brenda Shibler Tue.-Friday, 8-12:30

Holy Communion, 1st Wednesday

! Sunday School
10:30 — 11:15 each Sunday
Classes for All Ages

Building The Welcome Place

Who Are We? We are The We Icome Place
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
d Romans 15:7

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members? WWW
We a Mkekomingf ri ends and strangers with Godds
W orking to build deeper relationships with Jesus.
Witnessingt o share Godds | ove

What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be? ORG
Peopl e who @neReat@d,vi ngeée
living One real faith,
making One real difference.
How Do We Remind Ourselves?

www.the -welcome-place.org

Welcome to worship today and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.

13


http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org

We Welcome All't o St . LMtherah iCimuicts this Sunday as you join us to
worship our Savior, Jesus Christ. We invite you to sign the Welcome Insert in your
Bulletin and fill in the appropriate information. If you are visiting, we would like to invite
you back to worship with us at your earliest convenience. If you are looking for a
church home, come join us here at “The
introduce ourselves and the Lord whom we serve. Join us for coffee, cookies and
fellowship in the Fellowship Hall following the Worship Service.

You Are Invited Today to the Lord's Table to Celebrate the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. Here are a few instructions to help you as you prepare:
¢ What We Believe: We welcome all to the Lord’s Table who believe that the
Body and Blood of Christ is given to us in bread and wine for the forgiveness of
sins. A person is well prepared and worthy to receive the Sacrament who
believes the words “given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins”.
¢ Please fill out the Welcome Card bulletin insert and indicate if you are receiving
Communion today.
¢ We offer two lines of continuous communion.
¢ When invited by the usher, come down the center aisle to receive the Bread.
After eating the Bread, move to the side to receive the Wine either by glass or
Common Cup. Glasses: The dark glasses contain wine. The light center ring
contains grape juice. Place your empty glass in the baskets and return to your
seat by the side aisle. Common Cup: simply step to the assistant with the
Common Cup
¢ If your health does not permit you to come forward, indicate this to the usher
and the Pastor will bring you Communion in your seat.
For Children: Children of all ages are welcome to come forward for a blessing. If a
child has received First Communion instruction, they are welcome to receive the
Sacrament.

Sight and Hearing Assistance: Personal PA, Wireless Earphones are available from
the worship ushers

The Nursery Room at the back of the sanctuary is available for parents and children

during Sunday morning services. We ask that no children of any age be in the nursery
without adult supervision.
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Special Congregational Meeting Today, December 16, . . . immediately following
worship in the Fellowship Hall.
1-We are seeking congregational approval to fund the replacement of our
obsolete 30-year-old elevator. We can no longer secure replacement parts
and want to be proactive on this issue.
2—-The basement renovation team is also ready to make their initial proposal for
this 2019 renovation project.
Please gather in the Fellowship Hall after you get your cup of coffee and cookies. Kids
are invited to the basement. There will be activities for ages PreK-6"" Grade

Blue Christmas Service — Monday, December 17, 6:00 pm

While Advent is a season of hope and Christmas is a season of joy, not
everyone feels hopeful or like celebrating. Grief, illness, aging, depression,
loneliness, and loss are magnified. Even those who are not struggling with
losses may feel the stress of preparations and expectations around Christmas
time. A Blue Christmas service provides a time and place of solace during the
often-frantic days surrounding the celebration of Christmas. We come together
seeking healing and room to share grief, sadness, loneliness, or confusion
when these emotions often feel out of place during the holidays.
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Thi s Week at St

Today — December 16 — Advent Il
Worship 9:00 am, Holy Communion
Congregational Meeting following Worship, Fellowship Hall
Sunday School, 10:30 am

Monday — December 17
Blue Christmas Service, 6:00 pm, see announcement
Monday Night Bible Study, 7:00, Gospel of Luke

Tuesday — December 18
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship, 6:30 am, at McDonalds
January Newsletter Deadline, 9:00 am
Community Meal, 5:00-6:00 pm, Zion Mennonite

Wednesday — December 19
Caregivers Support Group, 1:00 pm
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm
Welcome Place Kids, 6:00 pm, in the basement
Catechism, 6:00, above the Fellowship Hall
Informal Worship, 6:00
Adult Circle, 6:30, Fellowship Hall
Book Club, 6:30, Nursery
Adult Bell Choir, 6:30
Chancel Choir, 7:30

Thursday — December 20

Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am

Next Sunday — December 23 — Advent IV
Worship 9:00 am, Christmas selections by the Chancel Choir
No Sunday School

16

Women'’s Breakfast Bible Study, 6:30 am at Home Restaurant

Mar t

Chancel Choir Christmas Gathering at Reichert’s following rehearsal




NEXT SUNDAY... The Chancel Choir will
present several Christmas anthems throughout
the 9am worship service, accompanied by a
string quartet and other instrumentalists. Please
join us and invite a friend as we prepare our
hearts for the celebration of Christmas.

Last Week & Last Year at St. Martin’s. . .

) ) Total .
9:00 6:00 Attendance Offering
December 10, 2017 150 22 172 $5,719.00
December 9, 2018 202 26 228 $7,779.25

Receipts Week of December 9, 2018 Budget and Year to Date

Operating Contributions

Budgeted Weekly

$7,365.25 Operating Need

$5,029.00

Benevolence Received

Budgeted Weekly

$ 294.00 Benevolence Need

$482.00

Other Designated Income

$ 120.00 As of November 30, 2018

Total Income

$7,779.25 YTD Operating Received $252,624.24

YTD Operating Expenses | ($231,629.97)

Net Income/(Deficit) $ 20,994.27
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Aavent and Christmas Worship
at St. Marti nd

December 16—Advent Ill
Holy Communion

December 17 — Blue Christmas Service — 6pm (see note)

December 23—Advent IV—Choral Christmas Worship
Christmas Selections by the Chancel Choir

December 24—Christmas Eve
4:00—Family Service, Holy Communion
7:00—Festival Service, Holy Communion
11:00—Contemplative Candlelight Service, Holy Communion

December 25—Christmas Day
10:00 am—Worship, Holy Communion
5:15 pm —Serve Community Meal at St. Martin’s

December 30—Sunday After Christmas
9:00 am —Worship

2
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St. Martin's Prayer Line

For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we remember:
All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man coming in
a cloud with power and great glory

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, Jesus
Christ, our Redeemer and King

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be supported in

their ministry to the Church

The Ipagala Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to carry
out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out God’s
ministry and mission in the Toledo Area

Recent weather & fire related tragedies may we know the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ
For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God

Members of St. Martin’s

Angie Avers
Sharon Heckel
Vicky Lindley
Al Siewert

Joe Wyse

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s

Jason Beiser, Reese Collins’s friend

Ruth Bockelman, Deb Schmidt's mother
Gene Bowman, Vicky Lindley’s neighbor
Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother

Jeff Cook, Ann Oftt’s son

Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend

James Dilyard, Peg Winzeler’s great grandson
Greg Jenkins, Pastor Paul’s brother-in-law
Lois Layman, Vicky Lindley’s friend

Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin

Joan Mortenson, Pastor Paul’s sister-in-law
Jane Perry, Lee & Marilyn Opdyke’s cousin
Brent Schaffner, Jay Schnitkey’s father-in-law
Jim Shiley, Beth Reichert’s father

Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother

Our Shut-ins Rex & Ruth Detwiler, Henry & Dorothy Huner, Ada Thrasher, Louise Wyse
For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near
All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry
Our College students both close to home and far away
All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, Patrick
Cirenza (friend of June Hayes), Bradley Nilsson (grandson of Pat Richards)

))

Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's ) )

Please contact the church office by 9:00 am. Thursday

(Note, we include a person's name with permission.)
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