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NATIVITY OF OUR LORD DECEMBER 25, 2018
v Christmas 7]@ as

On this Christmas morning the people of God gather to celebrate the birth of the Word made flesh,
Christ our Lord. Luke recounts the familiar story of shepherds and angels; John’s gospel tells of the
Word that dwells among us, full of grace and truth. The meaning of Christmas is made clear: the
light shines in the darkness. It is in the liturgy that we encounter the Word made flesh—in the people
of God gathered together as the body of Christ, and in the meal around the holy table. We go forth to
be bearers of light as we proclaim this good news to all the ends of the earth.

LBW indicates hymns found in the green hymnal
Regular text is spoken by the Pastor or Worship Leader
Bold text is spoken by the congregation

PRELUDE “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” —arr by J. Innes

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand

OPENING HYMN “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” LBW 55

CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION
Many ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth
and then formed man and woman in his own image;
long after the great flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the covenant;
twenty-one centuries from the time the promise was given to Abraham and Sarah;
thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt and Miriam danced in
freedom;
eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the judges;
one thousand years from the anointing of David as king,
in fulfillment of the times and years and months and days discerned by the prophets;
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad,;
the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the city of Rome;
the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus;
while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace,
Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father,
desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming,
being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months of growth in the womb of his mother—
now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh.
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE “Joy to the World”
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*GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

God of all ages, in the birth of Christ your boundless love for your people shattered the
power of darkness. Be born in us with that same love and light, that our song may
blend with all the choirs of heaven and earth, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen

OLD TESTAMENT READING - Isaiah 52:7-10

"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news, who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."

8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion.

®Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.

1%The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Word of God come down to us.

Thanks be to God.

Sing to God something brand new!

For God has done wonderful things!

Make a joyful noise! Break forth in song!

Sing to God something brand new! (fromps. %)

NEW TESTAMENT READING - Hebrews 1:1-4
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through
whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint
of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, *having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

Word of God come down to us.

Thanks be to God.

Sing to God something brand new!

For God has done wonderful things!
Make a joyful noise! Break forth in song!

Sing to God something brand new! (from ps. 98)
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Please Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

“Oh, How Joyfully”
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*GOSPEL READING - John 1:1-14

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1% chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. {’,\,{T T0
sAll things came into being through him, and without him not ALL WHO
one thing came into being. What has come into being “in him RECEIVED
was life, and the life was the light of all people. sThe light HIAM

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

sThere was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
"He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. #He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.

©He was in the world, and the world came into being
through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to '
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. LIE OAYE
2But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he TUE POWEK.
gave power to become children of God, **who were born, not  TO &COMG
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of CHILDKEN
God. .

uAnd the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of
grace and truth.
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The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You, O Christ

MESSAGE “CHRIST THE LORD”



HYMN OF THE DAY

“He Is Born”

Refrain (Unison)
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PROFESSION OF FAITH — Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Faithful Lord,
Hear us this Christmas Day.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
(We share God’s be with each other with the words “Peace be with you”)

OFFERING OF GIFTS
“Love Has Come” (Un Flambeau) —arr. D. Cherwien



Please Stand

OFFERTORY
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy God, Creator of all and source of life, at the birth of time your word brought
light into the world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to
shine in our darkness and to make us your sons and daughters.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrection, we
await his coming again when all things will be restored in him.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that held and nourished by you, we
may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail. You may come forward when invited by the
usher. Please exit by the side aisle and place your empty glass in the basket as you return to
your seat.

Hymn “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” LBW 42
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BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen

PosT COMMUNION PRAYER
In this meal, O God, you have come to us and we are renewed in body and soul.
Strengthen us in our calling to proclaim the good news of your redeeming
love to all who are in need. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.
May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.
May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.
And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you now and always.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LBW 60

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the Good News.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE “Hark! The Herald Angels” - arr. by R. Hobby
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*

Organist: Steve Basselman
Acolyte: Isaac Reichert
Lector: Don Spohler

We welcome you here this morning on this Christmas Day to celebrate the birth of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. May you be blessed by His presence this day during your celebrations
and throughout the coming New Year. If you are visiting with us for the first time, do
come back to worship with us again and let us introduce ourselves and the Lord we serve.

Sunday Worship — 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School — 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Worship — 6:00 p.m.
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Thank you to all who shared your Poinsettias with us this
Christmas. Please take them home today.

Pat Basselman in memory of husband Rudy, son Denny,
grandsons Andrew and Clinton

Clare Badenhop in memory of Elden Badenhop

Dexter Benecke in memory of Janis Benecke and Melissa
Benecke

Jeff & JoAnn Benecke and family in memory of Jo & Juanita Goubeaux and Janis
Benecke

Pastor Dana & Peg Bjorlin in memory of fathers, Paul Bjorlin & Wilbur Koerner and
in honor of Eric & Adam Bjorlin and Krysta Williams

Jeff & Kristin Forward in memory of Jason Forward and Til & Melba Schnitkey

Gwen Grisier in memory of Eric Grisier and parents, Lawrence & Vernatte
Watchmen

Milla Kohv in memory of Kuno Kohv and Bette Kohv

The Meyer Family in memory of Bob & Buzzy Meyer

Linda Parnell & David McDonel in honor of the blessings of our families, children,
grandchildren and great grand child

The Reichert Family in memory of Nancy S
Family

Greg & Nona Rupp in memory of Suellen Rupp and Steve Liechty and in honor of
their children and grandchildren

Merrill & Rosemary Short in memory of Harold & Grace Short, Fritz & Thelma
Lauber and Roger Short and in honor of their children, grandchildren and great
grandchild

Don & Sandie Spohler in honor of Scott, Leigh, Anna & Sarah Spohler and Sheryl,
Jim, Kate & Ellie McCarthy

Jim & Jane Stevens in memory of Herbert & Mildred Stevens and Rodney &
Claudine Arnold

Mark, Tara, Emma, Hayden & Liam Thatcher in memory of Bob Bannister and in
honor of Lucill e Banni %Bithday, decdmbeétadden &

Cassi Wyse in memory of Lester & llva Wyse and Alvy & Almeda Weber

The Wyse Family in memory of Wayne & Mabel Wyse

Tim & Chris Ziegler in memory of Granddaughter Alexa Pinter and in honor of
Grandchildren & Children

Willie Ziegler in memory of Jim Ziegler
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