Ash Wednesday
February 26, 2020 + 7:00pm
ST. MARTIN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Archbold, Ohio
Rev. Paul Reichert

ASH WEDNESDAY is a solemn day of prayer and repentance that
begins the forty-day season of Lent. In the 4th century, the
Church established the season of Lent so that the Church could
take that time to reflect inwardly on itself, a spring cleaning
for the soul to prepare for the celebration of Easter. Adult
baptismal candidates used this season in preparation for their
Easter baptisms. As we journey through Lent we are reminded
of our own baptismal identity.
On Ash Wednesday we confess our sins. During Lent’s forty
days we are invited to observe the traditional Lenten
disciplines of fasting, prayer, and works of love. We receive the sign of ashes on our
foreheads as an external mark of regret. Ashes are an ancient symbol of repentance and
mourning, and they remind us of our mortality. There are several stories in the Bible
where the people come to God and sit before him "in sack cloth and ashes" to show their
repentance and to seek forgiveness. We remember God’s words to Adam and Eve
following their disobedience: “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The use of
ashes also calls to mind the words of the funeral liturgy, “ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”
By honestly facing our need for forgiveness and healing, we turn to the springtime of
God’s mercy and grace.
The ashes we use tonight are made from the palm branches that we used on Palm Sunday
last year. It is significant that we use palm branches to make these ashes. The palms are
a symbol of victory. By making the ashes from last year’s palms we are reminded of how
all our victories are but ashes before the glory of God. We are also reminded of the
events of Holy Week - and of how the victory of Jesus over sin was won for us on Good
Friday.
All ages are invited to participate and receive the ashes on their foreheads this evening

The offering will not be collected during the Worship Service.
An offering plate will be in the back of the sanctuary as you leave.
Regular text is spoken by the Pastor or Worship Leader
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation
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PRELUDE & WELCOME
*OPENING HYMN

“Rock of Ages, Cleft For Me”
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*INVITATION TO LENT & CONFESSION
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another, that we have sinned by our fault, by
our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been
forgiven.

Have mercy on us, O God.
We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true
to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us, O God.
Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and lack of concern that have
infected our lives, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess
to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we
confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.
Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,
we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.
Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice
and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.
Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come
after us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.
Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.
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*“Kyrie Eleison”

arr. by D. Angerman

The Refrain printed below is repeated throughout. You are invited to sing this Refrain with the
choir as you are able. (Kyrie eleison: “Lord, have mercy” Christe eleison: “Christ, have mercy”)

Verses – soloist and choir

As we come before You with the needs of our world,
we confess our failures and our sin,
for our words are many yet our deeds have been few;
fan the fire of compassion once again. Refrain 1 time
When the cries of victims go unheard in the land,
and the scars of war refuse to heal,
will we stand for justice to empower the weak,
‘til their bonds of oppression are no more? Refrain 1 time
If we love our God with all our heart, mind and strength,
and we love our neighbors as ourselves,
then this law of love will heal the nations of earth
and the glory of Christ will be revealed. Refrain 1 time
Lord, renew our vision to be Christ where we live,
to reach out in mercy, mercy to the lost;
for each cup of kindness to the least in our midst
is an offering of worship to the throne. Refrain 3 times

*PRAYER
Almighty and ever-living God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the
breath of life. You hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all who
are sorry. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that truly repenting of our sins, we
may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness.

Amen.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING

Joel 2:1-2,12-17

1

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near—
2
a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness
spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their like has never
been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come.
12
Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with
weeping, and with mourning;
13
rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents
from punishing.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING

2 Corinthians 5:20—6:10

We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had
no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says,
“In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.”
I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.
3
We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be
discredited. 4 Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great
endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and
riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience
and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the
power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8 through
glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors;
9
known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not
killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing,
and yet possessing everything.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL READING

Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21

"Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then
you have no reward from your Father in heaven.
2
"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I
tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left
hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
5
"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others.
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who
sees in secret will reward you.
16
"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure
their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received
their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that
your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.
19
"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume
and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.
21
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE

“Hitting the Reset Button”
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*HYMN

“Thy Holy Wings”
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks,
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION & IMPOSITION OF ASHES
At this time, you may come forward at the invitation of the usher and receive the mark of the
cross in ashes on your forehead and to receive Communion. The ashes remind us of sin and
death in our lives. They also remind us of our Baptism, that through death and the cross, we
have new life.
Come forward by the center aisle to receive the ashes and move to the side to receive the Bread
and to receive the Wine either by individual glass or Common Cup. The center ring in each tray
is grape juice. Please return to your seat by the side aisle.
You are also invited to reflect on the words of Psalm 51, printed below.

Psalm 51:1-12
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
3
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
4
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.
5
Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.
6
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
7
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
9
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
10
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.
11
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.
9

“Bless Now, O God, the Journey”

10

“Just As I Am”
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*BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.

Amen

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in our
baptisms, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast
from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

*BENEDICTION
Marked with the cross of Christ, go in boldness, as a beloved child of God.
Walk in faith, knowing Christ walks with you.
Journey in peace, under the shelter of the Sprit.
Almighty God, Father, Son + and Holy Spirit, bless you and preserve you.

Amen.
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*CLOSING HYMN

“Bread for the Journey”
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*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
Kyrie Eleison Text and Music: Keith Getty/Stuart Townend ©Thankyou Music, arr. David Angerman
Bread for the Journey Text & Music: Bret Hesla ©1997 Augsburg Fortress
Bless Now, O God, the Journey Text: Syliva Dunstan ©1991 GIA Publications
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cross.

WORSHIP THEMES FOR LENT 2020

Baptismal Renewal + Continuing in the Covenant of Baptism
9AM SUNDAY WORSHIP THEMES
Each of the Sundays in Lent will follow with a series of baptismal images taken from the
service of baptism linked to the gospel readings.
MARCH 1 – THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS + RENOUNCING EVIL
MARCH 8 – NICODEMUS + SEEKING NEW BIRTH
MARCH 15 – WOMAN AT THE WELL + LIVING WATER THAT LASTS
MARCH 22 – MAN BORN BLIND + LIGHT AND NEW SIGHT
MARCH 29 – RAISING OF LAZARUS + DYING AND RISING

7PM WEDNESDAY WORSHIP THEMES
In the Baptism liturgy, parents and sponsors make promises to nurture the faith of the
young person being baptized. At Confirmation, those baptized young people make that
same commitment to continue in the covenant of baptism for themselves. Each of the
Wednesdays in Lent will focus on a different part of that baptismal covenant. Remember
that Wednesday worship moves to 7:00pm during Lent.
MARCH 4 – TO LIVE AMONG GOD’S FAITHFUL PEOPLE
MARCH 11 – TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD & SHARE IN THE LORD’S SUPPER
MARCH 18 – TO PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS THROUGH WORD AND DEED
MARCH 25 – TO SERVE ALL PEOPLE, FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS
APRIL 1 – TO STRIVE FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE IN ALL THE EARTH

Giving up anything for Lent? How about adding something!
Commit yourselves to attend worship all the Sundays in Lent, or perhaps all the
Wednesdays.
As we look ahead, consider attending all the Holy Week worship services.
Evening Prayer will be offered Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday (Apr. 6, 7, 8) at
7pm, Maundy Thursday (Apr. 9) at 7pm and Good Friday (Apr. 10) at 7:30pm.
Please note the later time for Good Friday.
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