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203 S. Defiance Street + Archbold, OH 43502
Rev. Paul Reichert, Pastor

The Transfiguration of our Lord
February 23, 2020

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
Please sing unison on Verse 4
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Transfiguration of Our Lord

February 23, 2020

Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus will be unable to avoid reflecting that glory in the world. It
was true for Moses and was also true for Peter, James, and John. Today's festival is a bridge between the
Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins this
week on Ash Wednesday. We turn this week to our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Today we
seal the “Alleluias” from our worship as we prepare for our Lenten journey.
Regular text is spoken by the presiding minister
Bold text is spoken by the congregation

THE CHURCH GATHERS
“In a Lowly Manger Born”

PRELUDE

arr. David Cherwien

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*OPENING HYMn

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen
Rise, shine; for your light has come,

and the glory of the LORD has risen upon us. (Isaiah 60:1)
Happy are the people who know the festal shout,

who walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence. (Psalm 89:15)
For with you is the fountain of life;

in your light we see light. (Psalm 36:9)
Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's mercy.
Silence is kept for personal reflection.

God of peace,

we confess that we are not at peace. We bring to you all that causes pain in
our lives and the lives of others: discord in our families, violence in our
world, our own conflicted hearts.
In your mercy, restore us. Reconnect us to one another and to you.
Let peace reign over all the earth, through the Prince of peace, the Light of the
world, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
Through the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace: forgiveness that
is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken heart. Hear this word of God's
pardon and peace: in the name of Jesus our Savior, we are free from all our sins. Rise,
shine, for our light has come.

Amen.
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

*KYRIE
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*HYMN OF PRAISE

“This is the Feast”

W: Women M: Men

Isaiah 25:6-9, Revelation 5:12-13

All:

W:

All:

M:

All:

W:

M:
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All:

All:

All:

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the
witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your
beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with
Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
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THE CHURCH LISTENS
FIRST READING

Exodus 24:12–18
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The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will
give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for
their instruction." 13So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into
the mountain of God. 14To the elders he had said, "Wait here for us, until we come to you
again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them."
15
Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The
glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the
seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the
LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of
Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the
mountain for forty days and forty nights.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM 99 – read responsively
1

The LORD is king;

let the people tremble.
The LORD is enthroned upon the cherubim;

let the earth shake.
2

The LORD, great in Zion, is high above all peoples. 3Let them confess God's name, which
is great and awesome;

God is the Holy One.
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O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity; you have executed justice and
righteousness in Jacob. 5Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down before
God's footstool;

God is the Holy One.
6

Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call upon your
name,

O LORD, they called upon you, and you answered them,
7

you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; they kept your testimonies and the decree that
you gave them.

8O

LORD our God, you answered them indeed;

you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds.
9Proclaim

the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God's holy hill; for
the LORD our God is the Holy One.
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SECOND READING

2 Peter 1:16–21
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For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he
received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the
Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased." 18We
ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain.
19
So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to
this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in
your hearts. 20First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter
of one's own interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and
women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Refrain

Verse

8

*HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 17:1-9

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 17th chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them
up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face
shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us
to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah." 5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them,
and from the cloud a voice said, "This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased;
listen to him!" 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome
by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, "Get up and do not be afraid." 8And
when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.
9
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, "Tell no one about the
vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead."
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
“Tell No One Until . . .”

MESSAGE
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THE CHURCH RESPONDS
“In a Lowly Manger Born”

*HYMN OF THE DAY
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*CONFESSION OF FAITH – Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
*SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you. (We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you”)

OFFERING OF GIFTS

Chancel Choir – “What a Beautiful Name”
Brooke Ligertwood, Ben Fielding, arr. Duren

You were the Word at the beginning; one with God the Lord most high.
Your hidden glory in creation, now revealed in You, our Christ.
What a beautiful name it is; the name of Jesus Christ my King.
You didn’t want heaven without us, so Jesus, You brought heaven down.
My sin was great. Your love was greater. What could separate us now.
What a wonderful name it is; the name of Jesus Christ, my King
Death could not hold You. The veil tore before You. You silence the boast of sin and grave
The heavens are roaring the praise of Your glory, for You are raised to life again.
You have no rival! You have no equal! Now and forever, God, You reign
What a powerful name it is! Nothing can stand against! What a powerful name it is; the name of Jesus.
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THE CHURCH SHARES THE MEAL
*OFFERTORY

*OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God,

receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your
justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen
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*THE THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness
should give way to your own brilliant light. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke
it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

*THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

“Drawn to the Light”
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WE ARE SENT TO SERVE
* POST COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

Amen

*PRAYER
O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. You are
our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we tell the
story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever. As we
prepare for our Lenten journey, sustain us all with your Holy Spirit so that we may
return again with shouts of “Alleluia” at the Easter feast of victory in Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen

* BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of + the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen
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“Alleluia, Song of Gladness”

*CLOSING HYMN

1. Al - le - lu - ia, song of glad - ness, voice of joy that can - not die;
2. Al - le - lu - ia
can - not al - ways be our song while here be - low;
3. In our hymns we pray with long - ing: Grant us, bless-ed Trin - i - ty,

al - le - lu - ia
al - le - lu - ia
at the last to

is the an - them ev - er dear to choirs on high;
our trans-gress-ions make us for a - while for - go;
keep glad Eas - ter with the faith - ful saints on high;

in
the house of
God a - bid - ing thus they sing e - ter - nal - ly.
for the sol - emn time is com - ing when our tears for sin shall flow.
there to you for - ev - er sing - ing “Al - le - lu - ia” joy - ful - ly.

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
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Liturgical texts and music for Kyrie, Hymn of Praise, Offertory, Lamb of God, Thank the Lord from Evangelical Lutheran
Worship ©2006, Augsburg Fortress Publishers.
Gospel Acclamation Text & Tune arr. by Gobingca Mxadana, Johannesburg, South Africa
Drawn to the Light Text and Music: “La Crosse”, John Ylvisaker © 1990

We Welcome All to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church this Sunday as you join us to
worship our Savior, Jesus Christ. We invite you to sign the Welcome Insert in your
Bulletin and fill in the appropriate information. If you are visiting, we would like to invite
you back to worship with us at your earliest convenience. If you are looking for a
church home, come join us here at “The Welcome Place” for worship and allow us to
introduce ourselves and the Lord whom we serve. Join us for coffee, cookies and
fellowship in the Fellowship Hall following the Worship Service.
You Are Invited Today to the Lord’s Table to Celebrate the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. Here are a few instructions to help you as you prepare:
❑ What We Believe: We welcome all to the Lord’s Table who believe that the
Body and Blood of Christ is given to us in bread and wine for the forgiveness of
sins. A person is well prepared and worthy to receive the Sacrament who
believes the words “given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins”.
❑ Please fill out the Welcome Card bulletin insert and indicate if you are receiving
Communion today.
❑ We offer two lines of continuous communion.
❑ When invited by the usher, come down the center aisle to receive the Bread.
After eating the Bread, move to the side to receive the Wine either by glass or
Common Cup. Glasses: The dark glasses contain wine. The light center ring
contains grape juice. Place your empty glass in the baskets and return to your
seat by the side aisle. Common Cup: simply step to the assistant with the
Common Cup
❑ If your health does not permit you to come forward, indicate this to the usher
and the Pastor will bring you Communion in your seat.
For Children: Children of all ages are welcome to come forward for a blessing. If a
child has received First Communion instruction, they are welcome to receive the
Sacrament.
Sight and Hearing Assistance: Personal PA, Wireless Earphones are available from
the worship ushers
The Nursery Room at the back of the sanctuary is available for parents and children
during Sunday morning services. We ask that no children of any age be in the nursery
without adult supervision.
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203 S. Defiance Street + Archbold OH 43502
Phone: 419-445-4656
Fax: 419-445-2952
Web Site: www.the-welcome-place.org

Worship Services
9:00 am each Sunday
Holy Communion:
First & Third Sunday of the Month
Festivals
7:00 pm each Wednesday during Lent
Through April 1st

e-mail: stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
pastorpaul@the-welcome-place.org
steveb@the-welcome-place.org
Office Hours:
Pastor Paul

9-12, Mon. Tues, Thurs
or by appointment
Steve Basselman Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri am
Tue, Wed, Thurs, Fri pm
Brenda Shibler
Tue.-Friday, 8-12:30

Sunday School
10:30 – 11:15 each Sunday
Classes for All Ages

Building The Welcome Place
Who Are We? We are The Welcome Place
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
– Romans 15:7
What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members? WWW
We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love.
Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.
Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone
What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be? ORG
People who are serving…One Real God,
living One real faith,
making One real difference.
How Do We Remind Ourselves?
www.the-welcome-place.org
Welcome to worship today and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.
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St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .
Ministers of Worship
Acolyte
Organist/Pianist
Guitarist
Lector
Greeter Team Leader
Usher Team Leader
Sound System
Altar Guild
Offering Counters

-Everyone Present
-Jadelynn Whitacre
-Steve Basselman, Beth Reichert
-Adam Grisier, Zach Basselman
-Jo Ann Benecke
-Susan Dominique
-Butch Blankenship
-Bill Phelps
-Gwen Grisier, Joan Meyer
-Jo Ann Liechty, Robin Trudel, Diana Ziegler

This Week at St. Martin’s
Today – February 23 – Transfiguration Sunday
Worship, 9:00 am, Holy Communion
Sunday School, 10:30 am
Hymn Sing, Fairlawn Chapel, 6:45 pm
Monday – February 24
Monday Night Bible Study, 7:00, Book of Acts
Tuesday – February 25
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship, 6:30 am at McDonalds
Newsletter Assembly, 9:00 am
Mutual Ministry Team, 4:30 pm
Community Meal, 5:00 – 6:00 pm, St. John Christian
Wednesday – February 26 – Ash Wednesday
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm
Adult Circle, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall
Book Club, 6:00 pm, Nursery
Adult Bell Choir, 6:15 pm
Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00 pm, Holy Communion
Thursday – February 27
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 6:30 am, at Home Restaurant
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am
Next Sunday – March 1
Worship 9:00 am, Holy Communion
Sunday School, 10:30 am
Strikepoint Youth Bell Choir, 11:15 – 12:00 pm
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The 12 Members of the Puerto Rico Mission Trip will be sharing their experiences and pictures this
Sunday, February 23rd during the coffee hour. Please plan to stay and hear all about their trip.
Fairlawn Hymn Sing, Today, February 23, 6:45 . . . You are invited to come sing with us at the
Fairlawn Chapel. The Adult Bell Choir will be playing several anthems. Please Come!
Dishes in the Narthex . . . please check the table today! Dishes left from funerals, meals, WPW. They
will be taken to Care & Share this week.
Next Sunday, March 1, Ridgeville Fire Department Pancake & Sausage Breakfast at the Ridgeville
Legion Hall (Co. Rd 19), 7:00 am – 1:00 pm. Free-will Donation. Proceeds toward Fire & Rescue
equipment. We have two St. Martin’s members on the squad and one is the Fire Chief.
The Parkinson’s Support Group invites you to participate in the “Music Therapist Geriatric Program
from FCHC, March 3rd, 1:00 pm here at St. Martin’s. Music Therapy, Depression with aging are the
main points. See Bonnie Lauber if you have questions.
Wednesday Schedule for Lent beginning March 4th . . .
5:15 – WPW Meal
5:45 – WPW Kids & Catechism
5:45 – WPW Adults & Book Club
6:00– Adult Bells
7:00 – Lenten Service
7:30 – Chancel Choir

Last Week & Last Year at St. Martin’s. . .
9:00

6:00

February 17, 2019

136

26

Total
Attendance
162

February 16, 2020

135

30

165

Offering
$5,933.38
$4,938.00

Receipts Week of 2/16/2020 Budget and Year to Date
Operating Contributions
Benevolence Received
Other Designated Income
Total Income

Budgeted Weekly
Operating Need
Budgeted Weekly
$135.00
Benevolence Need

$4,084.00

$5,402.00
$538.71

$719.00 As of 1/31/2020
$4,938.00 YTD Operating Received

$19,390.48

YTD Operating Expenses

($22,153.88)

Net Income/(Deficit)
Sunday School Attendance 2019 – 52

2020 – 63
21

($2,763.40)

WORSHIP THEMES FOR LENT 2020

Baptismal Renewal + Continuing in the Covenant of Baptism
SUNDAY WORSHIP THEMES
Each of the Sundays in Lent will follow with a series of baptismal images taken from the
service of baptism linked to the gospel readings.
MARCH 1 – THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS + RENOUNCING EVIL
MARCH 8 – NICODEMUS + SEEKING NEW BIRTH
MARCH 15 – WOMAN AT THE WELL + LIVING WATER THAT LASTS
MARCH 22 – MAN BORN BLIND + LIGHT AND NEW SIGHT
MARCH 29 – RAISING OF LAZARUS + DYING AND RISING

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP THEMES
In the Baptism liturgy, parents and sponsors make promises to nurture the faith of the young
person being baptized. At Confirmation, those baptized young people make that same
commitment to continue in the covenant of baptism for themselves. Each of the Wednesdays
in Lent will focus on a different part of that baptismal covenant. Remember that Wednesday
worship moves to 7:00pm during Lent.
MARCH 4 – TO LIVE AMONG GOD’S FAITHFUL PEOPLE
MARCH 11 – TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD & SHARE IN THE LORD’S SUPPER
MARCH 18 – TO PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS THROUGH WORD AND DEED
MARCH 25 – TO SERVE ALL PEOPLE, FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS
APRIL 1 – TO STRIVE FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE IN ALL THE EARTH

LENT BEGINS…
Ash Wednesday
February 26, 7:00pm
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St. Martin's Prayer Line
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we remember:
All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man coming in
a cloud with power and great glory
All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, Jesus
Christ, our Redeemer and King
Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be supported in
their ministry to the Church
The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to carry out
God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania
Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out God’s
ministry and mission in the Toledo Area
For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God
Members of St. Martin’s
Sharon Heckel
Dick Nagel
Rosemary Short
Al Siewert
Joe Wyse
Willie Ziegler

Family & Friends of St. Martin’s
Margaret Benecke, Dan & Jeff Benecke’s aunt
Phillip Calvin, Tanya Howell’s brother
Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son
Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend
Patricia Grover, friend of Melanie Nagel, ACT friends, cancer
Daphne Hannaford, Edon 3rd grader, brain tumor
Bonnie Horst, friend of St. Martin’s
Greg Jenkins, Pastor Paul’s brother-in-law
Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia
Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin
Joan Mortenson, Pastor Paul’s sister-in-law
Ana Perry, Andi Erbskorn’s niece
Doug & April Saville, friends of Gene & Jan Delaney
Janice Siegel, Dustin Bailey’s mother, cancer
Jim Shiley, Beth Reichert’s father
Dale VonDeylen, friend of Gene & Jan Delaney, cancer
Lu Wolf, Judy (Paul) Wyse’s mother

Our Shut-ins Rex Detwiler, Henry & Dorothy Huner, Irene Liechty, Ada Thrasher, Louise Wyse
For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near
All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry
Our College students both close to home and far away
All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, Hunter
Beaverson, Patrick Cirenza (June Hayes), Bradley Nilsson (Pat Richards), Christopher
Goertz, Brendon Johns

Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's

Please contact the church office by 9:00 am. Thursday
(Note, we include a person's name with permission.)
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Easter Flower Order
The Altar Guild is sponsoring their annual Easter Flower Sale.
We are doing the flowers differently this year. You will have an
option to pick from four different flowers and also choose the
color you would like for some. Proceeds will be added to the
Parament Fund. The plants are $10.00 each and may be
given in memory or in honor of someone, or for a special
occasion.
Below is an order blank you may use to order your flowers. Please place it, along
with payment (checks to be made payable to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church), in the
offering plate or the box provided on the counter in the Church Office.
Deadline - March 15
Name ________________________

__________

# of plants _____ X $10 - Total Amount ______________
______ Lilies - white
______ Hyacinths (choose color)
______ deep blue
______ white
______ pale pink
______ Tulips (choose color)
______ red
______ yellow
______ pink
______ purple
______ Daffodils - yellow
In Memory of _____________________________________
________________________________________________
In Honor of _______________________________________
________________________________________________
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