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Wednesday
WPW Worship—6:00 pm

Office Hours
Pastor Paul: Mon, Tue, Thru, 9-12
or by appointment
Steve: Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri.—am
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri.—pm

WORKING

Church Council

steveb@the-welcome-place.org

21

Brenda: Tue—Fri, 8-12:30

Welcome Place
Wednesday

After April 12
5:15—Meal
6:00—WPW Worship
6:00—WPW Kids
6:30—Catechism
6:30—Adult Studies
6:30—Adult Bells
7:30—Chancel Choir

What’s happening at St. Martin’s . . .
April 5—Palm Sunday, 9:00 am—live broadcast
April 9—Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm—live broadcast
April 10—Good Friday, Prayer Vigil, 6am-6pm—at home
7:00 Service—live broadcast
April 12—Easter Services, 7:00 & 10:00 am—live broadcasts
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God’s Work . . . Our Hands!

Building The Welcome Place

Who Are We? We are The Welcome Place
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
– Romans 15:7

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members? WWW
We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love.
Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.
Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone
What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be? ORG
People who are serving…One Real God,
living One real faith,
making One real difference.
How Do We Remind Ourselves?
www.the-welcome-place.org
Welcome to worship and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.

From the Church Office . . .
Worship Assistants

Attendance & Offering

Offering Counters
April 5—Butch Blankenship, Phil Riley
April 12—Robin Trudel, Gwen Grisier
Butch Blankenship
April 19—Jeff & JoAnn Benecke
April 26—Jeff Benecke, Robin Trudel

Worship/Wed/total 2-23
140 $4,855.73
Ash Wednesday 81

May—Newsletter Deadline

Worship/Wed/total 3-8
153 $8,956.33
Sunday School
56
Mid-Week Lenten 47

April 23, 9:00 am

What Easter does . . .
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is lifechanging and life-giving for his followers. But, as
Henry Knox Sherrill notes, Easter’s “joyful news
… does not change the contemporary world.”
On earth, we still must deal with sin, pain, death
and brokenness. And “still before us lie work,
discipline, sacrifice,” Sherrill adds. What Easter
does, though, is provide Christians with “the
spiritual power to do the work, accept the
discipline
and
make
the
sacrifice.”
By defeating the grave, Jesus empowers us
to bear our worldly troubles with joy, peace and
hope. His resurrection assures us that trials,
tears and suffering are only temporary, while
eternal victory and life with Jesus are
permanent.

Worship/Wed/total 3-1
97
$3,420.11
Sunday School 45
Mid-Week Lenten 61

Worship/Wed/total 3-15
82
$4,045.00
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Keep In Your Prayers . . .
Sharon Heckel
Dick Nagel
Al Siewert
Joe Wyse
Willie Ziegler
Our Shut-ins: Rex Detwiler, Henry & Dorothy Huner, Ada Thrasher, Irene Liechty,
Louise Wyse
Family & Friends of Hether Grime who went to her eternal home on March 3
Family & Friends of Rosemary Short who went to her eternal home on March 10
Members of the Military and their families in active service for our country especially,
Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, Hunter Beaverson, Patrick Cirenza,
Christopher Goertz, Brendon Johns

Our College & Seminary Students both away from home and close to home
Our Northwestern Ohio Synod Bishop Daniel Beaudoin and his staff as they carry out the
ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ
The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to
carry out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania
Our Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo
Our Country and the nations of the world that all may experience God’s forgiveness and
guidance so that peace may be restored and nations be reconciled

Words cannot express the heartfelt thanks that Dan, Richelle, and I
have for our church family. For all of the cards, prayers, memorials,
words of comfort, and kindnesses that have been sent to us through
the past weeks, thank you. Losing Hether has been a reminder that life
is short and we should all live it to the fullest with love, compassion,
and faith in Christ. Hether’s Christian roots began here, at St. Martin’s,
years ago. Even though she lost her way for many years, we are comforted knowing
that she had reconnected with her Lord and Savior in the last months of her life. We are
grateful that we were able to bring her back to St. Martin’s to say our good-byes and
listen to Pastor Paul’s words of eternal life through her Baptism.
To all who helped to make the memorial meal, thank you! To Steve for his music
during Hether’s memorial, thank you! With our greatest appreciation, thanks to Pastor
Paul for all of his time, words of comfort, and never ending support during our many
hours of need. As we work through the next steps of our lives, we would appreciate your
continued prayers. May God continue to bless us all in our earthly journeys.
With Thanks and Gratefulness,
Dan, Angie, and Richelle Avers
Jessica, Charlie, Bryce, Savannah, Carlos, Addy, and Cahlil Harris
Kaliegh, Braxton, and Lilly Pringle
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From Pastor Paul . . .
“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, He Is Risen.”
Luke 24:5-6
Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus, the
Christ. Amen.
When I first began thinking about this message, it seemed like it would be
uncharacteristically un-Eastery. We are very likely not going to be able to gather to fill
the sanctuary in celebration of Christ’s Dying and Rising the second weekend of April.
We are having the routines that shape our lives radically upended by the response to the
corona virus. And we are so unsure what the future will look like.
But in many ways, we are walking a similar path to the early
disciples. Their lives were turned upside down; the future
seemed dire; and no one knew what would happen. But they
DID KNOW one thing; that Christ was risen and that had
changed despair into hope. No matter what they faced moving
forward into the future whether that lead to joy or sorrow, life or
death, because of Easter, they knew that they were moving
forward in the embrace of Christ who loved them. And nothing
could separate them from that love, not even death.
We are walking those same steps: unclear, but moving in the eternal hope of Christ’s
love. That is how we face this crisis together. Looking out for the most vulnerable,
reaching out to one another in love (even when the most loving thing is staying home and
not showing up!), and living as examples of hope active in love.
Two specific things. One, since we continue to limit contact, let’s think creatively and
have the Good Friday prayer vigil be a virtual one. Email or text me to let me know what
time you will be praying at home.
And two, as we work to provide spiritual leadership and physical support during this
crisis, we continue to need your support. If you are without employment and are in need
of food, please let me know and we will get it to you. If your income is continuing, your
support of St. Martins’ ministries is more important than ever. Please consider making
sure you are either giving electronically (through direct giving, bill pay, etc) or sending in
your check. Through your giving, we will be able to keep finding creative, essential ways
to reach out to our congregation and community.
Sisters and Brothers in Christ, we will get through to the other side of this crisis. Wash
your hands and maintain physical separation for the sake of others.
Peace,
Pastor Paul
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From Our Worship Leader, Deacon Steve Basselman . . .
The Church Year Goes On…
A couple years ago, we explored the development of the Church Year.
The Church Year is not about carving out a bit of sacred time apart from all
of the rest. It is about making sacred all space and time. In the midst of
so much uncertainty right now, we can cling to those routines and rituals
that help us keep time in the church.
The Church Year did not begin as a carefully planned year-long celebration of the life of
Jesus designed to accompany the annual revolution of the earth around the sun. It did
not begin as a year, a season, a month, or a week. It began as a single day: Easter, the
resurrection of Jesus. Early Christians celebrated the resurrection of Jesus on a weekly
basis. They did not observe this on the last day of the week like the Jewish Sabbath
(Saturday); they observed this on the first day of the week, Sunday, the day of the
resurrection. A weekly celebration of the resurrection is why we gather on Sundays.
The apostle Paul connected the cross and the resurrection. “He was handed over for our
trespasses and was raised for our justification.” (Romans 4:25) In its early days, the
church still did not have a year-long observance, but it gradually developed into a
weekend, every weekend. It remembered the cross on Friday and celebrated the
resurrection on Sunday. When they remembered the cross in the light of the resurrection,
Christians did not mourn. Death was swallowed up in victory. Fridays were “good”
Fridays, “God’s” Friday.
By the end of the 6th century Holy Week was in place. A yearly observance of Easter
grew naturally out of the Christian Church’s origins in the Jewish faith. At the center of
the Jewish faith is the celebration of Passover and God’s deliverance of Israel from death
to new life. We do not know exactly when an annual celebration of Easter began to occur
in the early Christian communities, but we do know that its weekly observance on the first
day of the week gave focus to the life and mission of those early communities. The
development of the Church Year is layered on top of this foundation—a weekly
celebration with Sunday gatherings. Sunday worship, and the development of a church
year, began with the resurrection.
Our weekly celebrations of the resurrection may look a little different this year, but we will
do our best to continue that structure and lift up the meanings behind them. Every
Sunday is an observance of the resurrection, a mini-Easter. And even though our main
celebration of Easter this year may be very different, our first time gathered as a faith
community after this crisis will certainly carry the festive nature of Easter. That is a
promise.
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Holy Week and Easter Worship . . .
Palm Sunday—April 5

Worship, 9:00 am—live broadcast

Holy Week Evening Prayer—7:00 pm
April 6, 7, 8—all live broadcasts

Mark your calendars now. These unique Holy Week services are
best experienced as a whole.

Maundy Thursday—April 9, 7:00 pm
- live broadcast

Good Friday—April 10

Prayer Vigil, 6:00 am—6:00 pm at home
Good Friday Worship, 7:30 - live broadcast

Resurrection of our Lord
Easter Day—April 12

7:00 am—Sunrise Service,
10:00 am—Festival Service
- both live broadcasts

Almost 100 years ago,
one-time U.K. poet laureate
John Masefield wrote a play
called The Trial of Jesus. In
it, the centurion who
oversaw Jesus’ execution
returns to give Pontius Pilate an official report. When
Pilate’s wife requests and receives details about the
crucifixion, she asks, “Do you think he is dead?”
Despite what he had witnessed, the centurion
answers, “No, lady, I don’t.”
Confused, Pilate’s wife inquires, “Then where is he?”
The man’s response: “Let loose in the world, where
none can stop his truth.”
Indeed, as 2 Timothy 2:9 (ESV) attests, “The word of
God is not bound!”

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!

Page 7

Welcome Place News

Congregational Council Minutes—March 12, 2020 . . .
St. Martin’s Church Council met March 12, 2020 at 7:00 with 7 members present. Butch
Blankenship called the meeting to order, Pastor Paul lead council in devotions and prayer.

Secretary’s Report

Minutes from February 20, 2020 meeting were reviewed and accepted.
Thanks were received from the Friendship House, Lutheran Outdoor Ministries of Ohio, and
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Toledo.

Finance/Treasurer's Report:

Current report was reviewed. Motion to accept passed.
Recap: Expenses—
+Mileage reimbursement - November through February (4 months)
+Postage expense -bulk mailing permit
+Music purchased
+Church Library – Demco supplies and rug for library
+WPW – meals and supplies
+Snow removal paid for November and December
+Insurance – Quarterly installment paid

Pastor Paul’s Report
Pastoral Acts Report for January, 2020
2020

2019

Funerals

1—Heather Grime

Attendance

584

634

Baptisms

0

Aver. Weekly

146

158.5

Weddings

0

AAMA met at Archbold United Methodist Church. Discussion included community meal and
Good Friday service to be hosted by St. Martins. There was also lengthy discussion
concerning housing for those in need, particularly the Friendship House upcoming addition and
transient housing.
Maumee Valley Conference
+Dean’s meeting was held March 12.
+MVC met at Trinity, Delta. Discussed was youth ministry in the conference and specifically,
Youth Quakes and Youth Gathering. The next scheduled meeting is March 18th at St.
Peter’s, Holgate
+The LMM annual meeting was March 9th at the Hilton Garden Inn, Perrysburg. No council
members attended,
+Genacross Annual Meeting will be Thursday, April 2nd, Hope Lutheran Church, Toledo.
St. Martin’s
+First communion classes underway; with First Communion scheduled for April 5th, Palm
Sunday.
+Lenten services are underway, utilizing the Baptismal charge as a framework.
+Confirmation will be on April 26th. Name(s) will be submitted for approval at next meeting.
+Plans have begun for Confirmation camp.
+Prior to council meeting the Worship and Health Teams met to discuss how to continue to
provide spiritual care to St. Martins. During Thursday’s meeting Council members had a
lengthy discussion about the current Covid-19 virus and how we can protect the health of
our congregation during the upcoming weeks.
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Congregational Council Minutes, cont.—March 12, 2020. . .
+The recommendation of the Worship Team is to postpone gathering for worship in the
sanctuary for a minimum of three weeks. Worship will continue with alternative options
through a variety of media sources. Motion to approve the recommendation passed.
+Council will meet April 2 to revisit the Covid-19 situation.

Team/Network Reports
Property Team:

Amy Blankenship

+Door stops and other small repairs in the basement were completed by Rich Winzeler.
+The furnace replacement has been completed.

Youth Network:
Worship Network:
Vision Network:
Stewardship Network:
Memorial Committee:
Education Network:
Nurture Network:

no update
Steve Basselman
Pastor Paul
Michael Short
Nona Rupp
Jen Basselman
Joan Smith

no update
no update
no update
no update
no update

+12 Cards were sent, no visits

Evangelism & Outreach Network:

Darren Sonnenberg

-From Darren Sonnenberg-- I would like to thank church council and the congregation again
for all the support. We spent 8 days in Puerto Rico putting on a new roof for Olga through
Techs pa' mi gente. We did a presentation on our experience at coffee hour on 2/23.
Everyone I talked to enjoyed hearing the team member’s experiences. Many of the team
members would like to go again next year. I will keep everyone informed on plans next year.

Technology

Darren Sonnenberg

no update

Old Business
+We are still working on the details with adding/changing authorized users on checking bank
accounts.
Mission Trip Expense Report

New Business

+It was requested to update the bulletin
changing the YTD Operating Expense to
YTD Actual Operating Expense.
+A request for a cordless vacuum was made
for the fellowship hall. At the time of
meeting no specific details were
presented.
+We have been informed the Vicky Lindley’s
house has already been sold.
With no further business, motion to adjourn
passed.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next scheduled meeting is April 2 & April 16
Robin Trudel, Secretary
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St. Martin 2020 Income Statement for Six Months ending February 29, 2020
Current Month
Actual

Revenues
Operating Income
WPW Meals Inc
Johnson House & Short Haven
Interest
TOTAL OPERATING REVENUES

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

20,860.73 $
0.00
0.00
6.15
20,866.88

23,411.48 $
0.00
500.00
0.00
23,911.48

39,737.46 $
10.00
500.00
9.90
40,257.36

46,822.96
0.00
1,000.00
0.00
47,822.96

3,868.60
2,578.10
150.00
3,470.34
1,111.98
378.97
780.00

3,742.83
2,453.83
66.67
3,359.83
1,040.25
373.08
780.00

7,485.68
4,907.68
150.00
6,719.68
2,353.26
746.14
1,560.00

7,485.66
4,907.66
133.34
6,719.66
2,080.50
746.16
1,560.00

12,337.99

11,816.49

23,922.44

23,632.98

SECA
Mileage
Pension
Benefits
Cont Education
Worship Medical Allowance
Worship Retirement
Worship & Office Continuing Ed
Employer Sos Sec
Workers Comp Taxes
.
BENEFITS

493.24
1,411.96
640.16
3,086.64
0.00
337.50
419.17
265.00
443.23
0.00
7,096.90

474.08
386.00
667.08
3,094.42
83.33
337.50
433.42
75.00
441.67
25.00
6,017.50

948.16
1,411.96
1,280.32
6,173.28
0.00
675.00
838.34
265.00
873.82
0.00
12,465.88

948.16
772.00
1,334.16
6,188.84
166.66
675.00
866.84
150.00
883.34
50.00
12,035.00

Office Supplies
Postage
Copier Lease
Copier Maintenance
Technology
.
OFFICE EXPENSES

328.93
350.62
547.59
0.00
0.00
1,227.14

325.00
166.25
471.25
0.00
50.00
1,012.50

548.47
512.53
1,020.73
60.63
0.00
2,142.36

650.00
332.50
942.50
0.00
100.00
2,025.00

0.00
0.00

43.75
43.75

0.00
0.00

87.50
87.50

0.00
1,055.20
0.00
59.13
200.00
1,314.33

191.67
166.67
8.33
83.33
333.33
783.33

0.00
1,361.37
0.00
59.13
350.00
1,770.50

383.34
333.34
16.66
166.66
666.66
1,566.66

Salary
Housing Allowance
Supply Pastor
Worship Team Leader
Secretary
Treasurer
Custodian
Expenses
.
SALARIES

Synod Assembly
.
OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE
Worship Materials
Music
Flowers
Altar Guild
Instrumentalist/Choir Director
.
WORSHIP NETWORK

$

Current Month
Budget
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Current Month
Actual

Current Month
Budget

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Sunday School

0.00

208.33

0.00

416.66

Catechism

0.00

50.00

0.00

100.00

Subscriptions

0.00

25.00

0.00

50.00

Vacation Bible School

0.00

62.50

0.00

125.00

Church library

492.91

41.67

492.91

83.34

.

EDUCATION NETWORK

492.91

387.50

492.91

775.00

Welcome Place Wednesday

0.00

20.83

0.00

41.66

WPW Meals

617.94

233.33

808.37

466.66

Community Meals

173.41

183.33

281.72

366.66

Misc outreach

0.00

41.67

65.35

83.34

Living Lutheran

0.00

91.67

0.00

183.34

Furniture Ministry

0.00

83.33

0.00

166.66

Welcome Team

0.00

83.33

0.00

166.66

Sharing the Warmth

0.00

83.33

1,000.00

166.66

791.35

820.82

2,155.44

1,641.64

0.00

208.33

1,070.04

416.66

The Lodge Expenses

147.40

280.00

528.87

560.00

Snow removal

541.00

216.67

541.00

433.34

0.00

20.83

0.00

41.66

1,228.23

470.42

1,228.23

940.84

Electricity

438.92

683.33

980.84

1,366.66

Gas

267.00

291.67

534.00

583.34

Telephone

37.09

41.67

77.80

83.34

Water

37.18

50.00

83.02

100.00

Refuse

53.11

58.33

106.22

116.66

Repairs

363.15

416.67

375.62

833.34

Supplies

0.00

91.67

52.41

183.34

Lawn

0.00

200.00

0.00

400.00

3,113.08

3,029.59

5,578.05

6,059.18

26,373.70

23,911.48

48,527.58

47,822.96

.

EVANGELISM & OUTREACH

Johnson & Short Property Exp

Inspections etc
Insurance

.

PROPERTY NETWORK

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES
NET OPRATNG INCOME/(DEFT)
BENEVOLENCE RECEIVED

($

5,506.82) $
2,181.75

0.00 ($
2,334.42

8,270.22) $
4,008.75

0.00
4,668.84

Continued on page 11
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Current Month
Actual

Current Month
Budget

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Lutheran Social Services

0.00

30.00

0.00

60.00

Genacross LHS

0.00

12.00

0.00

24.00

Genacross - LHS-Napoleon

0.00

12.00

0.00

24.00

Lutherwald

0.00

30.00

0.00

60.00

Christmas Cheer

0.00

85.00

0.00

170.00

FISH

0.00

72.00

0.00

144.00

Friendship House

0.00

282.00

0.00

564.00

Solid Rock

0.00

45.00

0.00

90.00

Shepherd's Circle

0.00

151.00

0.00

302.00

80.00

80.00

160.00

160.00

0.00

135.42

0.00

270.84

ELCA General Benevolence

910.00

910.00

1,820.00

1,820.00

ELCA Hunger

465.00
25.00

465.00
25.00

930.00
50.00

930.00
50.00

1,480.00

2,334.42

2,960.00

4,668.84

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Flexible Benevolence

ELCA Disaster
BENEVOLENCE PAID
NET BENEVOLENCE INCOME/
(DEFICIT)
NET SUMMARY INCOME
(DEFICIT)

$
($

701.75 $
4,805.07) $

0.00 $
0.00 ($

1,048.75 $

0.00

7,221.47) $

0.00

Other Income
Thrivent Choice
Kramp

143.00
50.00

Capital Improvement

311.25

Vickey Lindley Estate

0.17

All Things in Common . . .
Just as the bread is made out of many grains ground and mixed
together, and out of the bodies of many grains there comes the body
of one bread, in which each grain loses its form and body and takes
upon itself the common body of the bread; and just as the drops of
wine, in losing their own form, become the body of one common wine
and drink — so it is and should be with us. …
Through the interchange of [Christ’s] blessings and our misfortunes,
we become one loaf, one bread, one body, one drink, and have all
things in common.
—Martin Luther, Treatise on the Blessed Sacrament
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Women of St. Martin’s . . .
Kris Jemmott, President
This article is excerpted from the March 2019 issue of Gather magazine. I post it
here and know that my friends from Circle, and from Sunday School will chuckle
some as they read the first sentence. I have not converted completely to having
the Gospel of John be my favorite, but this article has me rethinking my previous
position on this Gospel. I especially think its message on accepting and loving one another
even when we don’t agree on everything is important in this Presidential election year.
John’s Gospel is probably my favorite of all the Gospels. Several narratives that are unique to
John’s Gospel have deeply impacted my faith journey. Under the cover of night, I’ve ventured
with Nicodemus to get a closer glimpse of the radical rabbi named Jesus. Carrying a fistful of
stones, I’ve readied myself to deliver righteous judgment on the woman caught in the act, only
to find myself releasing the rocks and grabbing hold of God’s generous grace. I, too, came to
the well and drank the living water with our nameless sister from Samaria. When Lazarus died, I
wept with Mary and Martha. Later, I rejoiced when Jesus resurrected him. Dipping my own dirty
feet into a basin of water, I, too, received a new commandment from Jesus: that we love one
another. There are other inspirational Johannine narratives. But I most often look to the
illustration of the Beloved Community.
John, the fourth evangelist, clearly states the purpose of his writings: “…these are written so
that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). Based on this, daily I ask myself: “What
is this life that Jesus promises us?” “How do I live it?” “What does it look like?” Throughout
John’s Gospel, Jesus, our Savior, shakes up the status quo. Jesus constantly challenges
societal expectations. Jesus repeatedly broadens the center so that those on the margins of
society will be included. He routinely upsets and offends the religious leaders of his day. He is
scandalous, known for healing on the Sabbath, speaking to Gentile women, touching lepers,
dealing with pagans, eating with sinners, and speaking hard truths to those with power and
influence. Jesus causes so much political upheaval that he receives the death penalty.
John’s Gospel reveals Jesus, the revolutionary Redeemer, as the Messiah for all people,
marked by an uncompromising desire for unity in the Beloved Community. Jesus mandates love
as the foundation for all relationships. Even as he stares down death—and not just any death,
but the brutality of crucifixion—Jesus takes the time to share with us a new commandment: “I
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another” (John 13:34-35). It’s overwhelming to consider how, even in Jesus’ final hours,
he was so deeply concerned for others. If I had less than a day to live, I wonder what would
most concern me? As we later learn, in these last moments Jesus even changes his
relationship with his disciples. “I do not call you servants any longer,” he tells them. “…but I
have called you friends” (John 15:15).
John’s Gospel continually reminds us that Jesus promises abundant, full life. Yet living in
community can prove to be both a gift and a challenge. For example, I remember speaking with
a parishioner with whom I had very little in common. The one thing we had in common was our
faith. During one especially tense conversation, I realized that he reached his viewpoints
faithfully, through prayerful discernment— just as I did. And so although we did not agree, I did
more than the old adage, “agree to disagree.” I loved him as a sibling in Christ. I respected him
as part of God’s good creation. I moved beyond tolerating him. I began to accept him. That
doesn’t mean that we ignored our differences. What it means is that the same love Jesus calls
us to give also offers us the strength to remain committed to the unity of the Beloved
Community, even when it is difficult and even when it is messy.
Written by The Rev. Angela T. Khabebis a pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Minneapolis. She has
an amazing husband, Benhi, and three spectacular children, Konami, Khenna and Khonni.
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God’s Work . . . Our Hands!

Women of St. Martin’s . . .
April Schedule . . .

Mary Martha Circle, April 7, 9:15 am, cancelled.
Friendship Circle, April 13, is cancelled
Women’s Breakfast/Bible Study meets each Thursday, @ Home Restaurant, 6:30 am is
cancelled.
Sewing Day is April 21, is cancelled . Please keep at eye on the bulletins for updates.

Women of St. Martin’s Board Members . . .

President—Kris Jemmott
Vice President—
Secretary—Amy Blankenship
Treasurer—Brenda Shibler
Mission Action—Sandie Spohler
Mission Growth—Joyce Winzeler
Mary Martha Circle—Barb Poston Friendship Circle—Bridget Lovejoy
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study—Gwen Grisier

Women of all ages are invited to join the Friendship Circle, Mary Martha Circle
and/or Thursday breakfast and come to sewing each month.

Maumee Valley Conference Women’s Assembly . . .
The Maumee Valley Spring Assembly which was scheduled for April 25 at Bethlehem,
Okolona has been cancelled. Bishop Daniel Beaudoin was going to be with us to bring
greetings and sharing the Northwestern Ohio Synod Year of Mission. The Conference
Board will let us know if it will be rescheduled and when.
Looking ahead to October 10. The Maumee Valley Conference Missionaries, Pastors
Mark & Cynthia Rich will be in the Columbus area for 3 months. They will be joining us
for our Fall Retreat on October 10 at St. Stephen’s, Hamler. Keep that date open and
join us for the day.

Parkinson’s & Care Givers
Support Groups . . .
The Parkinson's Support Group and Caregiver's Group will not be
meeting in April .
The Parkinson's and Care Givers Support Groups meet the first
Tuesday of each month, 1:00 pm at St. Martin's
Facilitator: Bonnie Lauber, 419-445-9516
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Health Information for
St. Martin’s
Free Blood Pressure Checks
First Sunday of each Month after
Worship Service

Why Walk?
It can be tough to find time for regular physical
activity. It’s important, though—and it does not
need to be complicated. Sometimes as simple
as a brisk daily walk can help you live a healthier
life. The faster, farther and more frequently you
walk the greater the benefits.
When you include physical activity in your daily
routine, you look better and feel better. Regular
physical activity increases your breathing and
heart rate—improving the health of your lungs,
heart and circulatory system. Building your
endurance also will give you stamina for your
daily tasks.
In addition, regular physical activity can help
you improve your balance and coordination,
which reduces your rist of falls. Walking
strengthens your leg muscles and reinforces your
balance. The more you walk, the better your
balance and will be, and the more practice you’ll
get at catching yourself when you trip or quickly
change direction.
Staying physically active can also prevent or
delay various medical conditions as you get
older—and in some cases, improve your health if
you already have a disease or disability.
How much physical activity is enough?
For the healthy adults, the Department of
Health and Human Services recommends at
least two hour and 30 minutes a week of
moderate aerobic activity or one hour and 15
minutes throughout the week—and strength
training exercise at least twice a week. As a
general goal, aim for at least 30 minutes of
physical activity a day. If you can’t set aside that
much time, try two 15-minute sessions or three
10-minute sessions throughout the day. To
make it easy, park your car so that you get a 10minute walk to the door or take the stairs instead
of the elevator.

Health Benefits of
Physical Activity

Regular physical activity—combined with a
healthy diet—is key to improving your overall
health and preventing illness. Consider the
effects of physical activity on specific medical
conditions:
+Arthritis—Although the pain and stiffness of
arthritis may discourage you from activity, using
your joints during regular exercise—such as
walking—may reduce pain and the risk of joint
problems.
+Cancer—Walking can help you maintain a
healthy weight. That’s important because
studies suggest that obesity is a risk factor for
cancer of the colon, kidney, esophagus, uterus
and, in postmenopausal women, the breast.
+Coronary artery disease—Regular physical
activity can reduce your risk of coronary artery
disease, improve the efficiency of your
cardiovascular system, boost your high-density
lipoprotein (HDL), or “good,” cholesterol, and
help you prevent our manage high blood
pressure.
+Depression—Physical activity can help fight
depression and can be a useful addition to
treatment for depression. It can also ease
stress, curb anxiety, help you sleep better and
boost your spirits.
+Diabetes—Physical activity can help prevent
type 2 diabetes, as well as decrease the amount
of insulin or other medication needed to control
diabetes.
+Osteoporosis—Walking is a weight-bearing
activity that helps your bones stay strong.
Combined with a diet rich in calcium and enough
vitamin D, regular walking can help prevent or
slow osteoporosis—a disease which your bones
become thin, brittle and easily fractured.
HealthLetter.MayoClinic.com
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People, Places, Projects of local Outreach . . .
by Cecily Rohrs

Friendship House Plans New Addition
With the help of you and other generous hearts throughout the community, the
Friendship House just cate-corner from the church, will get a new addition starting in just a
few months.
Community funds purchased the modest home in 2000 and by June of 2002 we had our first
opportunity to serve a family in need. The shelter is intended for displaced people coming
directly from the Archbold or Pettisville school districts. There is a paid full-time house mom
there to help families regroup and make plans to live successfully. For some it’s a few months;
for some it might be a year. Each situation is different and together we try to find a plan to meet
the needs at hand.
The hardest part of the outreach ministry is to get and keep a flexible, compassionate, faithbased House Mom with good common sense. Many recent retirees have expressed interest in
the important role, but when they visit the home and see that the House Mom’s room with
private bath is upstairs, they shake their heads. Many potential house Mom’s just can’t do
those steep narrow stairs multiple times a day.
But caring for the homeless continues to be a big need in our area. The Board wondered,
“What can we do to make this work?” The home is in an ideal location within walking distance
of employment opportunities, schools, churches and even Circle K. It was decided to add a 16’
x 24’ addition to the west end of the home in the space between the house and the garage. To
make it happen, the small mudroom/laundry room will be taken off the back of the home and the
new laundry room/mudroom will be part of the 16 x 24’ addition which will include the new
private bath and bedroom for the House Mom.
With the additional first floor space, the home could be supervised by a couple instead of
just a single lady. That too, might open the door to more possibilities.
By village zoning, 3 families can be housed at the Friendship House at one time. Since the
house parent counts as one, there is the potential for 2 more families. But, depending on many
things including the ages of the children and the sex of the adults, sometimes just one family
seeking an opportunity is all we can handle.
Yours truly, Cecily Rohrs, heads up the board with members Pastor Erich Christman of St.
John’s Christian Church, former Chief of Police Martin Schmidt, and Karlin Wyse, former
manager of Lugbill Supply. Gloria Lauber, former loan officer with the F & M Bank is the
volunteer book-keeper. The team is strong and dedicated and current House Mom Charlene
Wooley Warner has been a great addition to the ministry there.
The current residents, a mother and her two teen-aged sons have been with us since last
October. We wanted to keep the family in the same school district, (previously it had been 5
schools in 2 years!) so with the coming build, we have asked them to find other housing after
the school year ends.
Your dollars can help us fund the addition and maintain this ministry in our community. You
could contribute through your regular St. Martins offering with your donation marked for
Friendship House, or you could give directly to the 501 (C) 3 non-profit, The Friendship House,
P.O. Box 53237, Pettisville, OH 43553.
People ask, “How often is someone over there needing housing?” Answer:
Probably 60% of the time. Give or take. Think of it this way: You buy
insurance on your vehicle hoping you don’t crash. The Friendship
House is the community’s insurance policy against homelessness. We
hope we don’t have to use it, but when we do, we’re covered!
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April
Birthdays
1—Bonnie (Wyse) Meyer
2—Lydia Grime
3—Dawson Liechty
Aden McCarty
Tim Sonnenberg
5—Harold Plassman
Betsy (Wyse) Elting
Joshua Wyse
6—Audra Pinter
8—Gabriel Short
9—Cahlil Harris
Justin Thatcher
10—Ivy Nehls
11—Jessica Burgess
Drew McCarty
12—Jeremy Grime
Melanie Nagel
Pastor Paul Reichert
Chris Schmucker
15—Andrea Avers
Chase Schultz
16—Juergen Goertz
Judi Rupp
17—Dane Riley
Moriah Reichert
MacKenna Whitacre
18—Andi Erbskorn
Fred Witte, Jr.
19—Mitchell Campbell
Lauren (Rupp) Ice
21—Tyrone Burks
Addison Thompson
22—Trey Sonnenberg
23—Bonnie J Lauber
David Schweinhagen
24—Ashton Johns
Jonathan Siewert
25—Joe Delaney
Anne McCarty
26—Emma Martenies
27—Bailey Johns
Bridget Lovejoy
Emma Thatcher
30—Meredith Jaggers
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April
Anniversaries
3—Paul & Pat Robison
8—Stan & Deb Schmidt
9—Jeff & Jo Ann Benecke
12—Brett & Shelly Conway
13—Sam & Connie Lauber
17—Rich & Joyce Winzeler
18—Caleb & Emily Turnbull

“A Modern-Day Parable”
In Luke 15, Jesus tells three parables about the precious
being lost and, at great lengths, found again. The
kingdom of heaven, he says, is like that. But most of us
don’t shepherd sheep and wouldn’t fret over one lost
coin. A child, on the other hand …
In fall 2019, as night fell in northern Minnesota, 6-yearold Ethan and his dog wandered off. Family and police
grew frantic because the area consisted of fields, woods
and swamps. Authorities requested assistance.
The kingdom of heaven, Jesus might say, is like 600
volunteers searching diligently in the dark for a child
they didn’t know. It’s like Steve Fines who, though also a
stranger to the boy, grabbed his company’s pricy heatseeking drone and worked the camera for hours, until it
detected Ethan huddling
with his dog, safe but cold.
Yes, the kingdom of
heaven — indeed God — is
like people giving their all
and refusing to quit until the
lost one is found.
“Spring shows what God can do with a drab and dirty world.”
—Virgil A. Kraft

“Never yet was a springtime, when the buds forgot to bloom.”
—Margaret Elizabeth Sangster

Good News from the Welcome Place is the newsletter of St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, Archbold. Ohio. This
non-profit corporation is part of the Northwestern Ohio Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America with
Rev. Paul Reichert as pastor. Good News from the Welcome Place is published 11 times per year during
the last week of the month. Average circulation per issue is 280 copies. Entered as 3rd class matter,
Archbold, Ohio.
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Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship – 9:00 am
Wednesday
WPW Meal—5:15 pm
Informal Worship—6:00 pm
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