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November 1
We remember those family
members & friends who have
gone to their eternal home
over the past year

Welcome Place
Wednesday
5:15—Meal—drive through
7:00—WPW Worship
Live broadcast

What’s happening at St. Martin’s . . .
November 1—All Saints Sunday, Holy Communion
November 22—Christ the King Sunday, Holy Communion
November 26—Thanksgiving Worship with Zion Mennonite
-video broadcast
November 29—Advent I
Sunday 9:00 am Worship Service, live broadcast
Sunday School, virtual format
Wednesday 7:00 pm, Worship Service, live broadcast
Live broadcasts through Facebook Live and later on YouTube.
Links & bulletins for live broadcasts are on the church’s website.
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God’s Work . . . Our Hands!

Building The Welcome Place

Who Are We? We are The Welcome Place
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
– Romans 15:7

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members? WWW
We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love.
Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.
Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone
What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be? ORG
People who are serving…One Real God,
living One real faith,
making One real difference.
How Do We Remind Ourselves?
www.the-welcome-place.org
Welcome to worship and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.

From the Church Office . . .
Worship Assistants
Altar Guild—Joan Meyer, Jessica Short
Sound Team—Bill Phelps,
Darren Sonnenberg, Tracy Ziegler
Usher Team Leader—Butch Blankenship
Offering Counter
November 1—Butch Blankenship
November 8—Stan Schmidt
November 15—Phil Riley
November 22—Gwen Grisier
November 29—Butch Blankenship

Holy Communion—November
November 1 & 22—9:00 Worship

December Newsletter Deadline
November 19, 9:00 am

Daylight Savings begins
November 1

Remember sent your clocks back
1 hour before going to bed.

Sunday Attendance &
Offering
Worship 9-27: 45/5 Total 50
$5,413.00
Worship 10-4: 40/7 total 47
$3,048.00
Worship 10-11: 26, $4,157.00
Worship 10-18: 47, $6,118.00

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!
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Keep In Your Prayers . . .
Jerry Geiger
Al Siewert

Sharon Heckel
Joe Wyse

Dick Nagel

Mike Short

Our Shut-ins: Rex Detwiler, Henry & Dorothy Huner, Ada Thrasher, Irene Liechty,
Louise Wyse
Members of the Military and their families in active service for our country; Christopher Shirley,
Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, Patrick Cirenza, Christopher Goertz, Brendon Johns,
Spencer Short
Our College & Seminary Students both away from home and close to home
Our Northwestern Ohio Synod Bishop Daniel Beaudoin and his staff as they carry out the
ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ
The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to
carry out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania
Our Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo
Our Country and the nations of the world that all may experience God’s forgiveness and
guidance so that peace may be restored and nations be reconciled
All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers who have been in harm’s way since the
outbreak of the coronavirus, may we know the ever-present grace of God
All who have lost family members and friends to the corona virus, may we know the comforting
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ

We remember St. Martin’s Members and Friends,
who have gone to their eternal home this past year . . .
Vicky Lindley—November 17, 2019
Judy Ann McCormick—December 9, 2019
Rachel Trolger—December 29, 2019
Margot Reichert—January 3, 2020
Hether Grime—March 3, 2020
Rosemary Short—March 10, 2020
Willie Ziegler—April 19, 2020

Dexter Benecke—May 27, 2020
Vera Williams Schmidt—July 16, 2020
Barbara Lantz—July 27, 2020
Sue Ann Murphy—July 31, 2020
William Kerr—September 19, 2020
John Sinkowski—October 6, 2020

Thank you for the beautiful quilt and other thoughtful gifts.
Abigail Venier

We want to express to St. Martin’s our gratitude for the gesture of solidarity by supporting our
virtual 5K, “Mas Techos Menos Toldos” (More Roofs Fewer Tarps). Your donation allowed us
to develop a beautiful activity. The event was important, not only to the people who are still
waiting for a roof, but also for our organization that is in great need of financial support and
volunteers. Your contribution has undoubtedly been a stimulus for the support received.
Amarilis Gonzalez, Executive Direction, Community Project TPMG
St. Martin’s sent $1,800 from distributable endowment funds.

Welcome Place News
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From Pastor Paul . . .
“With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the Lord: ‘The Lord is Good; God’s love
toward Israel endures forever.’” Ezra 3:11
When I say we are going to be celebrating Thanksgiving
this month, I don’t imagine you immediately jumped to
the dedication of the foundation of the Second Temple in
Jerusalem. Because, of course, in America, we connect
the holiday of Thanksgiving with the celebration of the
second autumn of the pilgrim immigrants at Plymouth.
But these two events and this Thanksgiving have more in
common than you think.
We think about Thanksgiving as a joyful celebration of
the harvest. Giving thanks to God for providing so abundantly. And both the
beginning of the second Temple and the second autumn harvest were celebrations
which were rightly focused on God as the author of the joy and feast of celebration.
Two things for us to notice. One, these celebrations of thanksgiving took a massive
amount of work to prepare. In the case of Israel, hundreds of miles of walking,
organizing skill groups, obtaining permission and materials and the work of setting the
stones themselves. With the pilgrims, learning from their Native American friends how
to successfully plant and grow crops and then doing the work of farming by hand. And
two, both celebrations happen in situations of struggle and grief. The Jewish people
had been in exile for decades and are rebuilding quite literally on the ruins of
Solomon’s Temple, an act so full of grief that the next verse talks about some people’s
weeping. And the pilgrims are gathered around tables that have half of their fellow
shipmates absent because they had died over the previous year.
The act of thanksgiving is not the absence of grief. Thanksgiving is recognizing the
source of hope and life in the midst of whatever we are going through. For many,
2020 has been a difficult year with people of Gulf coast and the Western US looking
our over ruins due to hurricanes and fires. People who are sitting down to
Thanksgiving dinner have many empty places around the table due to deaths and
travel restrictions. And in the middle of all this, we still dare to give thanks because in
love our Lord Jesus Christ lived, suffered, died, and rose again that we might have the
gift of Eternal life – not based on how well our year has gone but rather on the
wondrous grace of God.
So, even in 2020 that has given us so many opportunities to look up with disbelief
crying, “Really God!!” We are thankful for the one whose love for us changes
everything, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Peace, Pastor Paul

Welcome Place News
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From Our Worship Leader, Deacon Steve Basselman . . .
Noisy Songs . . .
The list of readings that guides our Sunday worship suggests a reading
for the second Sunday in November that is disturbing to lovers of church
music. The prophet Amos cries out God’s word to the people, saying,
“Take away from me the noise of your songs.” (Amos 5:23) You can be
sure composers have not set that verse to music very often! I’m not
aware of any. A choir anthem of those words just wouldn’t work, and if a
composer did write such an anthem, who would want to sing it?
There are some difficult readings for the month of November. So, what do we do when a
reading like this comes along, take a vacation? No. The Bible has an overwhelming
preference for, rather than against, music. That doesn’t mean readers of the Bible should
get a scissors and cut out this section of Amos’ words. But attentive readers should
remember that it is always important to pay attention to the context of the words. That is
true whether one is listening to a friend, a parent, the news or the Bible. Context matters.

There is a context in which church songs — even well-rehearsed church songs — can be
just noise in the ear of God. That was the situation Amos saw all around him. The lovely
music of worship was just “sheep’s clothing” over a wolf of greed. The people somehow
thought God could be fooled or distracted by their pretty songs. Maybe they thought God
was more interested in sweet songs than in the things of God? Amos was sent to say a
clear and adamant “no” to such ideas.
Amos put songs on his list of things that were being used to cover up corruption. When
used that way, even songs meant for worship can become a sour noise. But let’s be
clear…the issue isn’t the presence of music; it is the absence of mercy. Our worship
leaders try to share lots of great music with you. What we cannot do is control the
context in which you hear it. That context is your own life and your own circumstances.
If Amos is right — and all the evidence of faith suggests that he is — songs of worship will
always sound best in a context of the gospel being
lived out to its potential. Considered that way, the
message of Amos isn’t disturbing at all. He is in favor
of creating a context where music can be heard at its
wonderful best! May you work to do that in your life.

Welcome Place News
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Congregational Council Minutes—October 8, 2020 . . .
St. Martin’s Church Council met on October 8, 2020 with Butch Blankenship, Pastor Paul,
Gwen Grisier, Robin Trudel, Phil Riley, Jeff Benecke (zoom), Yanira Reyes, Stan Schmidt and
Steve Basselman present. Peg Bjorlin attended as guest.
Butch called meeting to order. Pastor Paul lead council in devotions and prayer.

Secretary’s Report

+September 10, 2020 were reviewed and motion passed
+Thank you note was received from Solid Rock

Finance/Treasurer's Report:

September, 2020 report was reviewed. Motion to accept passed.
Recap: Expenses—
+Office Supplies – $105.85 and $42.34 charges to GoDaddy.com. Two-year web domain
was $42.34, $105.85 was other expense.
+Furniture Ministry - $1,000 reimbursement for annual expenses.
+Endowment payment for Plassman Scholarship of $8,892.00.
+JoAnn has requested the Network Teams to submit subscription information to create a
master list with renewal dates. This may eliminate multiple e-mails & duplicate charges.
+The addition of the JoAnn Liechty to the F&M church accounts is being finalized
(approved earlier in 2020 by Council).

Pastor Paul’s Report
September Attendance
August Average Weekly

2019
806
161.2

2020

2020 Worship Video Views

208
52

1661
415.25

Pastoral Acts since August Council
Funerals—0; Weddings—0; Baptisms—0
AAMA met at St. John Christian Church on October 7th. Discussion included several clergy
transitions, when to consider restarting community meal, and the most recent version of the
AAMA’s statement on Racism
Maumee Valley Conference
+The fall gathering with the Bishop will be virtual on Thursdays:
October 15th; Dinner table 6pm
October 29th; Morning Coffee 7:30 am
November 5th; Nightcap 9pm
+Celebration of new Pastoral leaders in the conference: Pastor Mathew Carpenter at
Bethlehem, Okolona; Deacon Amanda Carpenter at Bethlehem/St. Mark’s (Adams
Ridge/Nagel Road), and Lay leader Chris Staup, installed as a SAM at First, Stryker.
St. Martin’s
+Mutual ministry has completed the annual reviews and met to generate salary proposals.
+On October 1st Pastor attended on line continuing education, Trinity Days. The featured
present was the Rev. Dr. Karoline Lewis.
+Catechism with eight students via Zoom is well underway.
+With the wildfires in California and multiple hurricanes hitting the Gulf coast, Council
discussed supporting Lutheran Disaster Response. Motion to send $5,000 from the
distributable endowment funds passed.
+Upcoming vacation dates approved by council: October 12-18; November 2-8.

Welcome Place News
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Congregational Council Minutes—October 8, 2020 . . .
Property Team:

Amy Blankenship

Youth Network:

Need Team Leader/s

Worship Network:

Steve Basselman

Vision Network:
Stewardship Network:
Memorial Committee:
Education Network:
Nurture Network:

Pastor Paul
Michael Short
Nona Rupp
Jen Basselman
Joan Smith

no update
no update
no update
no update

Evangelism & Outreach Network:

Darren Sonnenberg

no update

Technology

Darren Sonnenberg

+The property team has met with NW Contractors of Defiance, working on ideas for the
AC/air circulation update.
+The replace of the windows scheduled for this past Spring will be delayed until 2021 due
to scheduling issues.
+Team is checking on the tiles outside of the basement window that is leaking.
+Youth packed boxes for Lutheran World Relief

+-Peg Bjorlin presented the information summary of the worship surveys; an e-mail will be
sent with this information. (The 11:00 service will be ending at this time.)

+The team has been making calls to members, checking on their needs

+Will Collins continues to work on the update of the website.

Old Business
+Annual insurance renewal of Portico Benefit package; Mutual Ministry recommendation to
continue with the Gold+ option. Motion passed.

New Business: Medical care checks continue to come in from the Vicky Lindley Estate.
Motion to adjourn passed.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next scheduled meetings: November 12, 2020
Respectfully Submitted, Robin Trudel

Sharing the Warmth, November 21 . . .
Free Coats! For men, women & children
Come to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church,
203 S. Defiance St. Archbold
Saturday November 21 from 9 am—12 pm
To qualify: must live in Archbold, OH or children attend Archbold Schools.
Masks & social distancing is required!
See You There!

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!
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St. Martin 2020 Income Statement for Six Months ending August 31, 2020
Current Month
Actual

Current Month
Budget

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

201,512.63 $

210,703.32

Revenues
Operating Income
WPW Meals Inc

$

18,118.90 $

23,411.48 $

242.00

0.00

2,373.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

100.00

0.00

500.00
3.12

500.00
0.00

4,500.00
36.01

4,500.00
0.00

18,864.02

23,911.48

208,521.64

215,203.32

Salary

3,742.84

3,742.83

33,685.56

33,685.47

Housing Allowance

2,453.84

2,453.83

22,084.56

22,084.47

0.00

66.67

150.00

600.03

Worship Team Leader

3,359.84

3,359.83

30,238.56

30,238.47

Secretary

1,137.84

1,040.25

9,956.10

9,362.25

Treasurer

373.08

373.08

3,357.70

3,357.72

Custodian

780.00

780.00

7,020.00

7,020.00

11,847.44

11,816.49

106,492.48

106,348.41

474.08

474.08

4,266.72

4,266.72

0.00

386.00

1,985.81

3,474.00

Community Meals
Johnson House & Short Haven
Interest
TOTAL OPERATING REVENUES

Supply Pastor

Expenses
.

SALARIES

SECA
Mileage
Pension

713.78

667.08

6,143.82

6,003.72

Benefits

3,047.76

3,094.42

27,710.04

27,849.78

0.00

83.33

0.00

749.97

Worship Medical Allowance

337.50

337.50

3,037.50

3,037.50

Worship Retirement

433.42

433.42

3,900.78

3,900.78

0.00

75.00

265.00

675.00

428.34
0.00

441.67
25.00

3,920.75
(36.34)

3,975.03
225.00

5,434.88

6,017.50

51,194.08

54,157.50

Office Supplies

426.52

325.00

3,123.36

2,925.00

Postage

128.05

166.25

1,551.42

1,496.25

Copier Lease

472.95

471.25

4,331.77

4,241.25

Copier Maintenance

0.00
101.84

0.00
50.00

60.63
3,235.46

0.00
450.00

1,129.36

1,012.50

12,302.64

9,112.50

Covid 19 Expenses

0.00
0.00

43.75
0.00

0.00
1,772.64

393.75
0.00

.

0.00

43.75

1,772.64

393.75

Cont. Education

Worship & Office Continuing Ed
Employer Sos Sec
Workers Comp Taxes
.

BENEFITS

Technology
.

OFFICE EXPENSES

Synod Assembly
OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!
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Current Month
Actual

Worship Materials

Current Month
Budget

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

412.41

191.67

630.97

1,725.03

Music

0.00

166.67

1,830.13

1,500.03

Flowers

0.00

8.33

17.98

74.97

Instrumentalist/Choir Director

0.00
150.00

83.33
333.33

425.05
850.00

749.97
2,999.97

.

562.41

783.33

3,754.13

7,049.97

303.45

208.33

747.22

1,874.97

0.00

50.00

129.94

450.00

82.80

25.00

248.40

225.00

0.00
0.00

62.50
41.67

0.00
211.36

562.50
375.03

EDUCATION NETWORK

386.25

387.50

1,336.92

3,487.50

Welcome Place Wednesday

0.00

20.83

0.00

187.47

343.54

233.33

1,827.58

2,099.97

0.00

183.33

619.59

1,649.97

Misc. outreach

20.00

41.67

85.35

375.03

Living Lutheran

0.00

91.67

731.06

825.03

1,000.00

83.33

1,000.00

749.97

0.00
0.00

83.33
83.33

409.20
1,000.00

749.97
749.97

1,363.54

820.82

5,672.78

7,387.38

0.00

208.33

2,140.08

1,874.97

116.69

280.00

1,692.59

2,520.00

Snow removal

0.00

216.67

1,352.50

1,950.03

Inspections etc.

0.00

20.83

98.25

187.47

Insurance

0.00

470.42

3,650.79

4,233.78

Electricity

783.91

683.33

4,511.93

6,149.97

Gas

Altar Guild
WORSHIP NETWORK

Sunday School
Catechism
Subscriptions
Vacation Bible School
Church library
.

WPW Meals
Community Meals

Furniture Ministry
Welcome Team
Sharing the Warmth
.

EVANGELISM & OUTREACH

Johnson & Short Property Exp
The Lodge Expenses

184.00

291.67

2,071.00

2,625.03

Telephone

38.50

41.67

351.26

375.03

Water

35.87

50.00

355.55

450.00

Refuse

53.11

58.33

477.99

524.97

Repairs
Supplies
Lawn
.

PROPERTY NETWORK

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES
NET OPERATING INCOME/
(DEFICIT)

($

0.00

416.67

1,499.76

3,750.03

109.67
150.00

91.67
200.00

162.08
1,150.00

825.03
1,800.00

1,471.75

3,029.59

19,513.78

27,266.31

22,195.63

23,911.48

202,039.45

215,203.32

3,331.61) $

0.00 $

6,482.19 $

0.00

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!
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Current Month
Actual

Current Month
Budget

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

BENEVOLENCE RECEIVED

2,274.00

2,334.42

22,368.75

21,009.78

Lutheran Social Services

90.00

30.00

270.00

270.00

Genacross LHS

36.00

12.00

108.00

108.00

Genacross - LHS-Napoleon

36.00

12.00

108.00

108.00

Lutherwald

90.00

30.00

270.00

270.00

Christmas Cheer

255.00

85.00

765.00

765.00

FISH

216.00

72.00

648.00

648.00

Friendship House

846.00

282.00

2,538.00

2,538.00

Solid Rock

135.00

45.00

405.00

405.00

Shepherd's Circle

453.00

151.00

1,359.00

1,359.00

0.00

0.00

705.00

0.00

80.00

80.00

720.00

720.00

0.00

135.42

0.00

1,218.78

ELCA General Benevolence

910.00

910.00

8,190.00

8,190.00

ELCA Hunger

465.00
25.00

465.00
25.00

4,185.00
225.00

4,185.00
225.00

3,637.00

2,334.42

20,496.00

21,009.78

Hope Chest
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Flexible Benevolence

ELCA Disaster
BENEVOLENCE PAID
NET BENEVOLENCE INCOME/
(DEFICIT)

($

1,363.00) $

0.00 $

1,872.75 $

0.00

NET SUMMARY INCOME(DEFICIT)

($

4,694.61) $

0.00 $

8,354.94 $

0.00

Other Income
Puerto Rico Mission Trip
Capital Improvement

$5.00
$192.00

Parkinson’s & Care Givers
Support Groups . . .
The Parkinson's and Care Givers Support Group will not be meeting in
November or December. If you have questions please call Facilitator:
Bonnie Lauber, 419-445-9516

The Sacred in the Everyday . . .

All of the places of our lives are sanctuaries; some of them just happen to have
steeples. And all of the people in our lives are saints; it is just that some of them have
day jobs and most will never have feast days named for them.
—Robert Benson, Between the Dreaming and the Coming True

Welcome Place News
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Mutual Ministry Committee . . .
From Peg Bjorlin

Did you know St Martins has a Mutual Ministry Committee? Do you know
what a Mutual Ministry Committee does or what a Mutual Ministry
Committee is for?
We cannot assume that only the pastor, deacons and lay professionals
are responsible for ministry. The whole people of God have a ministry with and to one
another. It is a mutual ministry. Out of this awareness emerges the rationale behind a
congregational mutual ministry committee.
The ministry of any pastor, deacons, lay professionals, and congregations is
strengthened when there exists a small group of persons who act out of mutual concern
for the pastor, deacons, lay professionals, and congregation. This mutual ministry
becomes specific in ways like:
1. Open communication concerning the attitudes and conditions in the congregation.
2. Early warnings of misunderstandings in the congregation.
3. A “listening post” for the pastor, deacons, lay professionals, and the congregation.
4. Conflict resolution.
5. Appraisal of the staff.
6. Sounding board for the pastor, deacon and lay professional in time of personal or
professional stress.
7. Concerns for the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the pastor, deacons
and lay professional.
Through listening, interpreting, advising, conferring, evaluating, recommending,
affirming, forgiving and prayers the ministry of the pastor, deacon and lay professional is
strengthened as well as that of the congregation.
The mutual ministry committee is not a complaint committee, but it seeks to find ways
for pastor, deacon other leaders and congregation to work together for the sake of the
Gospel. It addresses conflicts among members that may affect the congregation’s
ministry, as well as between members of the congregation and the pastor or other
rostered leaders. Conflicts should be addressed, not from the assumption that one party
is right or wrong, but from the perspective that conflicts, regardless of who is right or
wrong, may interfere with the congregation’s true purpose – the mission of our Lord
Jesus.
When a perception or concern is considered to not be legitimate, the mutual ministry
committee seeks ways to thoughtfully respond. The mutual ministry committee’s focus
is always on the congregation’s ministry and how it may be carried out effectively for the
sake of the Gospel and not for the sake of any individual, pastor or lay person.
Knowing that St. Martins has a Mutual Ministry Committee and what it does, now it
can help you if or when a problem arises.
If you have something that you are upset about that has happened in the church or
you don’t like something that the pastor or deacon has done, don’t talk about it among
yourselves. If you feel as though you can’t talk directly to the person involved, please
come to one of the committee members, we will then talk about it in committee with the
person involved and get back to you
The Mutual Ministry Committee Members are:
Peg Bjorlin
Zach Gericke
Phyllis Corbin

Welcome Place News
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Lutheran World Relief Kits On Their Way . . .
Thank you:
-St. Martin’s for your contributions and help packing!
-Mark Erbskorn for ordering & making the boxes
-To the Luther League for packing most of the school kits!
-To Tom & Sandy Thatcher for delivering the kits!
-Friendship Circle for putting together personal care & school kits!
Total Kit count delivered on October 10 . . .
School Kits—360
Personal Care Kits—64
Baby Care Kits—24
Total Boxes—42
Note: 360 School Kits is the largest number St. Martin’s has sent since 2006 when we
started keeping record. And 42 total boxes shipped tied with 2018 with the largest
number of boxes shipped.

God of (All) The Ages. . .
It’s tempting to breeze through biblical genealogies, but those name lists serve
important purposes. They reveal the fulfillment of prophecy, tie together time periods
and Bible books, and reveal how God works in every age — and through people of all
ages.
Consider the Old Testament’s many references to “the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob.” That lineage-linked name reminds us that God is the Lord of every succeeding
generation and the friend of all. Although people’s needs differ as they journey from
youth to middle age to their later years, God remains constant and ageless, fulfilling his
promises to all who seek him.

Welcome Place News
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Fulton County Christmas Cheer 2020 . . .
Each holiday season for the last 35 years, Fulton County
Christmas Cheer is the one organization that unites the entire county
in serving our needy.
This year the program will have to look different. We love the
families to shop for the things they most would appreciate. But this
year, although they’ll still get some choices, the participants won’t be
able to get out of their cars. Every family will still get a basic box of
essentials like toilet tissue, detergent, cleaning needs etc., and they
will still get a sheet to choose some items, and also gift cards, but this
year we have to do the best we can with safety in mind. (That’s why you can’t just walk in
to help. Call Lilli to see if you could safely participate.)
Some churches in the county participate in the Tree Tags for Cheer and put those
tags with specific needs from Cheer on a tree in a gathering space in the church. Those
tags are available for your trees by contacting Bridgett at 419-388-8274. However,
especially this year, we’re seeking primarily financial donations. It just wouldn’t be safe to
fill the Jr. Fair building in Wauseon with volunteers sorting donated goods. If caring
people can provide the funds, a small group will obtain case goods of often-requested
items to fill in the basic box.
Church folks throughout the county have been so helpful over the years. If your
church has dropped out, this would be a great year to consider supporting this countywide effort again. Truly, this year, we’re all in this together!
Donations can now be made on-line through our web site:

fultoncountychristmascheer.org
or by sending a check to: Cheer, 202 DeGroff, Archbold, Oh 43502. The Cheer give away is December 9 and 10 but financial support is happily accepted anytime!
Questions: Call Brenda at 419-446-2122. Or Lilli 419-551-6573
From Holiday Project Chairman Lilli Radabaugh
Phone 419-551-6573
e-mail lilliradabaugh1@gmail.com
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Women of St. Martin’s . . .
Kris Jemmott, President

Traditions to Break and Create

by SommerAnn McCullough, Bold Café, November 2018

SommerAnn McCullough is a mission-driven professional who has worked in community
nonprofits on Chicago’s west side for the past five years. SommerAnn is a member of St. Luke’s
Lutheran Church of Logan Square, where she has served as the Women’s Small Group Minister
for the past four years.

Every year about this time, as I prepare for Thanksgiving and the rush of the
Christmas season that is soon to follow, I look forward to the many traditions my family
keeps. I love choosing the first Christmas playlist that we will listen to while preparing
Thanksgiving dinner, snuggling up to watch “White Christmas” with our slices of pie
after the dishes are done, and waking up early on the Friday after Thanksgiving to
choose our Christmas tree.
And inevitably, as I’ve grown up, other traditions have changed or been broken. Going
Black Friday shopping at midnight no longer holds the same appeal as it did when I was
in high school, and I no longer countdown the days of Advent with pieces of chocolate.
There are some traditions that remain important and timely, and others that no longer
bring me closer to my family or the teachings of Jesus during the Christmas season. In
Luke’s gospel, we see Jesus responding to traditions in two ways: breaking them to
become closer to God, or starting new rituals to teach more about God’s compassion.
In the sixth chapter of Luke, Jesus heals a man on the Sabbath, breaking a very
important tradition held by the religious scholars of the time. Luke writes,
“On another sabbath he entered the synagogue and taught, and there was a man
there whose right hand was withered. The scribes and the Pharisees watched him
to see whether he would cure on the sabbath, so that they might find an accusation
against him. Even though he knew what they were thinking, he said to the man who
had the withered hand, ‘Come and stand here.’ He got up and stood there. Then
Jesus said to them, ‘I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath,
to save life or to destroy it?’ After looking around at all of them, he said to him,
‘Stretch out your hand.’ He did so, and his hand was restored.” (Luke 6:6-10)
We see Jesus standing in defiance of this tradition that the Pharisees and religious
scholars kept, choosing to heal on the holy day of rest. In this instance, Jesus sees it as
an act of good or evil: Do we preserve life or destroy it? Jesus understands that there is
something more important here than the tradition of keeping the sabbath. He is
choosing to break a well-regarded tradition to carry forth God’s gospel and his power to
heal lives.
Traditions for good or not-so-good
I think of harmful traditions around the Christmas season such as focusing too much
on the shopping and the busyness, and less on the time of waiting and building
community in Christ. I am guilty of finding myself caught-up in the whirlwind of gifts,
parties and ugly Christmas sweaters and less on the reason people are coming together
to celebrate the birth of Christ.
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Women of St. Martin’s . . .
November Schedules . . . Sewing & Circles are cancelled

Women of St. Martin’s Board Members . . .

President—Kris Jemmott
Vice President—
Secretary—Amy Blankenship
Treasurer—Brenda Shibler
Mission Action—Sandie Spohler
Mission Growth—Joyce Winzeler
Mary Martha Circle—Barb Poston Friendship Circle—Bridget Lovejoy
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study—Gwen Grisier

Women of all ages are invited to join the ladies at 7:00 Thursday for breakfast
Bible Study at the Home Restaurant.

Women of St. Martin’s continued . . .
Kris Jemmott, President
Even though Jesus broke with some of these traditions that stood in the way of him
practicing God’s teachings, he also created life-giving traditions that he shared with his
disciples. One of the aspects I love about Luke’s Gospel is how he shares these new
traditions with us, describing Jesus’ mercy and grace.
Throughout the Gospel, we see how Jesus was brave enough to open his arms and
welcome people that society deemed unclean or unworthy.
A memorable example is when Jesus chooses to break bread with the tax collector
Zacchaeus. Even though his own disciples are grumbling that “He has gone to the be
the guest of one who is a sinner” (Luke 19:7), Jesus knows we must break the traditions
of social castes and classes to fully live into God’s word and promise. Jesus showed
his disciples how powerful new traditions can be when they are started in God’s name
and with the purpose of becoming closer to God. This is only one of many occasions
where Jesus shares intimate moments with society’s outcasts and shows those around
him how powerful it can be to live in acceptance and love.
I hope that as we enter the holiday season, you find time to enjoy the traditions in
your life while also forging new ones in Christian community. I pray that you create
intentional space to ask yourself how the traditions you’ve kept are bringing you closer
to Jesus, and the power to step away from those that are no longer serving you.
Traditions can be a beautiful way to come together, reminisce and enjoy each other’s
company this time of year. May Jesus guide you as you create community and live out
the traditions that speak to you and your faith journey.
Closing prayer
God, we pray to you as we enter this season of traditions. Let us remember your
Son’s teachings in all that we do, from preparing Thanksgiving meals and breaking
bread together to choosing how to respond to the busyness around us. Strengthen us
to question traditions that no longer serve your gospel, and to speak up when we know
our actions aren’t bringing love or acceptance to the community around us. May we
continue to create new traditions that follow in the teachings of Jesus Christ, in His
name we pray, Amen.
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Health Information for
St. Martin’s

Archbold Police Department
will take your unused Meds
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Christmas Poinsettia Sale
The Altar Guild is sponsoring their annual Christmas
Poinsettia Sale. Proceeds will be added to the Paraments
Fund.
The plants are $10.00 each and may be given in memory or
in honor of someone, or for a special occasion. The plants
will be multicolored as they have been in the past.
Below is an order blank you may use to order your poinsettias. Please place it, along
with payment (checks to be made payable to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church) in the
offering plate or the box provided on the counter in the Church Office.
Deadline is December 6th
Name

# of plants

X $10.00 each
for a total of $

In Memory of

In Honor of
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November
Birthdays
1—Bob Dominique
Oliver Durham
7—Kasyn Schaffner
Peg Winzeler
9—Kelsey Sevey
10—Lois Siewert
11—Bonnie Badenhop
Vincent Durham
12—Roger Geiger
14—Jacob Badenhop
Gabriel Cowgill
16—Tucker Beck
Kacey Hoffman
17—John Trudel
18—Lexie Poulson
Janet Wyse
20—Beth Reichert
Jackie Schnitkey
22—Phyllis Corbin
23—Alexa Schneider
Violet Schneider
Todd Ziegler
24—Marilyn Opdyke
Albert Reyes
Sandie Spohler
25—Kelsey Wyse
26—Mia Wukotich
27—Tanya Howell
Robin Trudel
28—Clare Badenhop
29—Zeno Miller
30—Matthew Badenhop
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November
Anniversaries
6—Henry & Dorothy Huner
Stu & Judy Wyse
8—Curt & Leta Beck
21—Darren & Jane Sonnenberg
22—Don & Sandie Spohler
24—Tracy & Diana Ziegler

Growing through gratitude . . .
Thankfulness, studies show, has
multiple
physical,
mental
and
emotional benefits. Psychologist
Robert Emmons calls gratitude
“fertilizer for the mind” because of its
powerful effects.
He admits gratitude isn’t always easy
— especially when life throws us
curveballs (see the year 2020) — but says it can be most
helpful during and after difficulties. Emmons suggests
reframing challenges using thankfulness-based language.
Ask, for example: Though I wasn’t grateful for the
experience at the time, how can I be now? What lessons
did I learn, and how did I grow as a person?

Good News from the Welcome Place is the newsletter of St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, Archbold. Ohio.
This non-profit corporation is part of the Northwestern Ohio Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America with Rev. Paul Reichert as pastor. Good News from the Welcome Place is published 11 times
per year during the last week of the month. Average circulation per issue is 280 copies. Entered as 3rd
class matter, Archbold, Ohio.

Advent I
29
9:00-Worship
-live broadcast
10:30-Adult Sunday School
Virtual Sunday School

Holy Communion

7:30-Bible Study-zoom

30

Food For the Poor

7:30-Bible Study-zoom

23

22

Christ the King
9:00-Worship -live broadcast
10:30-Adult Sunday School
Virtual Sunday School

7:30-Bible Study-zoom

16

15

9:00-Worship
-live broadcast
10:30-Adult Sunday School
Virtual Sunday School
2:00-Catechism Zoom

7:30-Bible Study-zoom
7:30-Friendship Circle

9

No Bible Study

Mon
2

6:30-Men’s Breakfast-FH
9:00-Newsletter Assembly
9:00-Bulletin Deadline

24

6:30-Men’s Breakfast-FH

17

6:30-Men’s Breakfast-FH

10

5:15-WPW Meal
-drive though
7:00-Thanksgiving Eve
-video broadcast

25

5:15-WPW Meal
-drive though
7:00-WPW Worship
-live broadcast
7:35-Catechism-via zoom

18

5:15-WPW Meal
-drive though
7:00-WPW Worship
-live broadcast
7:35-Catechism-via zoom

11

Pastor Paul on Vacation, November 2—8

26

Thanksgiving Break

Thanksgiving

6:30-Women’s Breakfast
9:00-Bulletin Deadline
9:00-Newsletter Deadline

19

6:30-Women’s Breakfast
9:00-Bulletin Deadline
7:00-Church Council

12

6:30-Women’s Breakfast
9:00-Bulletin Deadline

Thu
5

Archbold, OH 43502

5:15-WPW Meal
-drive though
7:00-WPW Worship
-live broadcast
7:35-Catechism-via zoom

Wed
4

203 S. Defiance Street

6:30-Men’s BreakfastFellowship Hall
4:00-Mutual Ministry Team

Tue
3

St. Martin’s Lutheran Church

9:00-Worship
-live broadcast
10:30-Adult Sunday School
Virtual Sunday School

8

Holy Communion

9:00-Worship
-live broadcast
10:30-Adult Sunday School
Virtual Sunday School

Sun
1 All Saints Sunday

November, 2020

27

20

13

Fri
6

28

21

14

Sat
7
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