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Welcome Place
Wednesday

. . . is there room
in your heart
for Him?

5:15—Meal—drive through
7:00—WPW Worship
7:35—Catechism
Live broadcast

What’s happening at St. Martin’s . . .
November 29—Advent I
December 6—Advent II
December 13—Advent III
December 20—Advent IV
December 24—Christmas Eve December 25—Christmas Day
See pages 2 & 3 for Christmas at St. Martin’s
Sunday 9:00 am Worship Service, live broadcast
Sunday School, virtual format
Wednesday 7:00 pm, Worship Service, live broadcast
Live broadcasts through Facebook Live and later on YouTube.
Links & bulletins for live broadcasts are on the church’s website.
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Christmas Worship Opportunities
We are keenly aware that things are different this year, and so our
Christmas Worship services will also be different. The elements and
formats that we’ve come to expect at St. Martin’s will still be
happening, but they will be offered in different ways.

Online Only Worship Opportunities
Christmas Eve Family Service – This will be a prerecorded service available on the church’s Facebook and
YouTube pages only. Designed with kids in mind, it will
follow the typical pattern of our past 4pm Christmas Eve
services. Although not in-person, please include this
worship service in your family gatherings this year.
Christmas Eve Festival Worship Service – This will be a
pre-recorded service available on the church’s Facebook
and YouTube pages only. It will follow the format and
content of our typical 7pm worship service format with all
its celebration. Although this worship service will not be
held in-person, the Chancel Choir will record an anthem,
and a string quartet will add their musical accompaniment.

In-Person Worship Opportunities
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service – This will be a reflective
service and will close with candlelighting. This service will also be
livestreamed on the church’s Facebook page.
10:00 am Christmas Day – This will be a service of carol singing with the
celebration of Communion. This service will also be livestreamed on the
church’s Facebook page.

All worship services, whether they are in-person or online only, will include the
celebration of Communion. If you would like communion supplies, please contact
the church office. You may pick them up, or we can deliver them to you.
Please note that our in-person worship plans may change depending on the
circumstances we may experiencing at that time in December.
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Suggestions on how to celebrate
Christmas worship at home
Although it has become the routine for so many of us since March, consider the
following extra steps to get the most out of your at-home worship experience this
December:
Set aside a specific time for worship…
Being a part of the livestream helps, but when that’s not possible,
make the effort to set a specific time. It adds importance to the
action when we schedule it.
Create a sacred space…
Light a candle. Use a colored place mat or cloth to match the
liturgical color (Blue for Advent, White for Christmas) Place a
cross in the center of your space. Open your Bible. If you have a
hymnal, get it out.
Don’t just sit there…
Stand up. When you’re singing a hymn or participating in the
liturgy, get out of your “pew.”
Get ready & get settled…
Bring everything you “need” to the service (coffee, notebook, pencil, Bible, blanket,
breakfast, etc.) Watch as a family on 1 device. Put your phones on do not disturb so
you’re not distracted by incoming notifications.
Participate and Reflect…
Say “Amen” when something hits the spot - better yet put it in the comments! Plan to
discuss what grabbed your attention with someone else who watched it with you.

Christmas Music Moments…

Throughout the month of December there will be special musical presentations from
various people involved in our music ministries. These performances will be posted
on the church’s Facebook and YouTube pages each week. Deacon Steve and Rick
Breier will be presenting piano and organ music, the Bell Choir will ring for you,
vocalists will sing for you.
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Building The Welcome Place

Who Are We? We are The Welcome Place
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
– Romans 15:7

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members? WWW
We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love.
Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.
Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone
What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be? ORG
People who are serving…One Real God,
living One real faith,
making One real difference.
How Do We Remind Ourselves?
www.the-welcome-place.org
Welcome to worship and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.

From the Church Office . . .
Worship Assistants
Altar Guild—Joan Meyer, Jessica Short
Sound Team—Bill Phelps,
Darren Sonnenberg, Tracy Ziegler
Usher Team Leader—Mark Weaver
Offering Counter
December 6—Stan Schmidt
December 13—Robin Trudel
December 20—Jeff Benecke
December 27—Yanira Reyes

Holy Communion—December
December 6, 20—9:00 Worship
December 24 & 25—Christmas

January Newsletter Deadline
December 17, 9:00 am
“Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if
there is room for Jesus.”
—Neal A. Maxwell

Sunday Attendance &
Offering
Worship 10-25: Attendance—59
$6,436.90
Worship 11-1: Attendance—78
$4,319.56
Worship 11-8: Attendance—37
$3,701.00
Worship 11-15: Attendance—34
$4,354.00
Worship 11-22: Attendance—46

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!
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Keep In Your Prayers . . .
Jerry Geiger
Al Siewert

Sharon Heckel
Joe Wyse

Dick Nagel

Mike Short

Our Shut-ins: Rex Detwiler, Henry & Dorothy Huner, Ada Thrasher, Irene Liechty,
Louise Wyse
Members of the Military and their families in active service for our country; Christopher Shirley,
Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, Patrick Cirenza, Christopher Goertz, Brendon Johns,
Kasyn Schaffner, Spencer Short
Our College & Seminary Students both away from home and close to home
Our Northwestern Ohio Synod Bishop Daniel Beaudoin and his staff as they carry out the
ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ
The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to
carry out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania
Our Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo
Our Country and the nations of the world that all may experience God’s forgiveness and
guidance so that peace may be restored and nations be reconciled
All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers who have been in harm’s way since the
outbreak of the coronavirus, may we know the ever-present grace of God
All who have lost family members and friends to the corona virus, may we know the comforting
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ

We remembered two additional St. Martin’s Members and Friends on
November 1, who have gone to their eternal home this past year . . .
Ruth M. Bockelman, September 22, 2020

Sandie Spohler, October 23, 2020

Please keep the family of Deb (Koch) Hummel in your prayers . . . Deb was the
second daughter of Pastor & Inga Koch, pastor at St. Martin’s, 1964-1967. She went
home to her Lord on November 13 in Findlay. She has had health concerns for a
number of years but kept on working as long as she could. She was 67 years old.

Parkinson’s & Care Givers
Support Groups . . .
The Parkinson's Support Group in order to celebrate their 6 year
anniversary, Dec. 14th have decided to put out a newsletter for the
members titled "Parkinson's Connection". in order to stay in contact during
Covar-19. If you have questions please call Facilitator: Bonnie Lauber,
419-445-9516
The Parkinson's and Care Givers Support Group will not be meeting in December
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From Pastor Paul . . .
“And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she
should be delivered.” (Luke 2:6 KJV)
Grace, mercy, and Peace, from God our Father and from our Lord and savior Jesus
Christ, Amen.
It had been quite a year for Mary. Living under the constant
threat from Roman occupation was difficult enough. But
then nine months earlier, the Angel Gabriel had come to
Mary with the news destine to overturn her life that she had
been chosen to bear the Son of God. Then there was the
travel to her cousin Elizabeth’s home and all the strain and
wonders that surrounded John the Baptist’s birth. Then
came the journey back home to share this world turning
news. Then, as if all those things hadn’t been enough, the
Romans called a census which would mean a 90 mile walk
while great with child. And to top it all off, though Joseph
was from David’s line. No room with relatives, no room at the inn, there was no place
to stay but a lowly stable.
The time came for the baby to be born, and the King James translates it, “that she
should be delivered.” It must have seemed like the troubles and upheaval wouldn’t
stop coming. She needed to be delivered from carrying that child, but I would guess
she hoped that somehow, she could also be delivered from the year that had been.
2020 has felt a bit like that with tensions, upheavals, and overturning of so many
things we usually expect. We look to Christmas to return some kind of normalcy to
our lives, whatever that might look like any more. But the Good News is that Jesus
Christ wasn’t born to smooth our schedules. Jesus was born, lived and taught,
suffered, died and rose again that we might be delivered from sin and death itself.
Because of the Cross and Resurrection, the thing we look forward to isn’t limited to
less bumpiness down the road of life. The thing we look forward to in hope is eternal
life, and that hope shapes all the rest of our lives.

We know that there are still bumps in the road. There are still situations that are
painful and broken. But we also know that because Jesus was born, that hope-filled
light of Christmas can touch every part of our lives as individuals, communities,
nations, and the whole world. So with Mary, we take a deep breath and look to see
how the Lord is walking beside us, delivering us every day.
Peace, Pastor Paul
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From Our Worship Leader, Deacon Steve Basselman . . .
Heaven and Nature Sing . . .
There’s a difference between the visual arts and the musical arts. We
can turn our backs to a painting on a wall, but music still surrounds us no
matter what direction we face. We can reach out and take a piece of
visual art and carry it in our hands but have no way to carry music except
in our hearts and minds.
None of us, probably, would want to celebrate Christmas with just one or the other. But if
a choice had to be made, giving up music might be a greater loss in this season when all
“heaven and nature sing.” A single song or hymn accomplishes what it takes an entire
gallery or cathedral full of visual art to do. It surrounds. The message of Christmas is like
that; it wants to surround us with its joy and grace. It invites us to make ourselves at
home in it. Visual art is effective because it is “in your face.” If it is not, it might as well not
be there. It stands in front of us demanding (and deserving) our attention. Music, on the
other hand, is everywhere and nowhere at the same time. It doesn’t demand its own
space; it shares with anything and everything else in the room.
In this season we speak of “God with us,” …Immanuel. Like music,
God is with us. There is in music a kind of gracious power that fits so
well the story of Bethlehem, both with our ears and our eyes. The
Christmas story is picturesque, for sure. We’ve all grown up with a lot
of snapshot images in our minds. Yes, this year is different, but it also
gives us an opportunity to share the story in a different way. We can
create new images in our mind or renew the sung story with new
songs. We can create a new way this year, that we can carry with us
and add to our Christmas celebrations in the future. As Psalm 98
declares… “Sing to the Lord a NEW song.”
May the visual arts thrive! But even more, may the Christmas story continue to sing.

The simple shepherds heard the voice of an angel and found their Lamb;
the wise men saw the light of a star and found their Wisdom.
—Fulton J. Sheen
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Congregational Council Minutes—November 12, 2020 . . .
St. Martin’s Church Council met on November 12, 2020 with Butch Blankenship, Pastor Paul,
Gwen Grisier, Robin Trudel, Phil Riley, Jeff Benecke, Yanira Reyes and Stan Schmidt present.
Butch called meeting to order. Pastor Paul lead council in devotions and prayer.

Secretary’s Report

+October 8, 2020 were reviewed and motion passed
+Thank you notes were received Solid Rock and Genacross.

Finance/Treasurer's Report:

+October, 2020 report was reviewed. Motion to accept passed.
+Financial Recap: All team spending was below budget for the month.
+A different reporting process for benevolence is being worked on with JoAnn Liechty.

Pastor Paul’s Report

2019
October Attendance
637
September Average Weekly 159.25

2020
180
45

2020 Worship Video Views
1,923
480

Pastoral Acts since September Council
Funerals—2, Sandie Spohler, Betty Hoffman; Weddings—0; Baptisms—0
AAMA
+Presentation on smoking cessation was done via zoom.

Maumee Valley Conference
+Maumee Valley Conference met via Zoom on October 22nd to touch base on how everyone was

doing. Congregations still have a wide variety of practices and are working on plans for if/when
their counties go red.
+Next regular Maumee Valley Conference Meeting will be on Zoom on November 19th

St. Martin’s

+Mutual ministry met
+Thanks to everyone’s flexibility for a safe All Saint’s remembrance this year.
+For the 15th year St Martin’s and Zion Mennonite will be sharing Thanksgiving Eve worship on
November 25th at 7 p.m. Due to the pandemic, this will be online only.
+Catechism class continues to be meeting at least twice a week via zoom.
+Covid status in Ohio continues to be discussed with worship/health team and reported to council.

Property Team:

Amy Blankenship

Youth Network:

Need Team Leader/s

Worship Network:

Steve Basselman

+Midwest Custom Mechanical will be coming to do measurements for the air circulation
work. Hopefully this information will be ready for the Annual Meeting in January.
+Snow removal schedule is being addressed.
+Adam Grisier is stepping down as high school teacher and stepping down as the Luther
League lead person December 31st.
+Health Team met October 29th . Further discussion was held on our current in-person
worship plan.
+Paul and Steve made the decision to drop the 11am service due to lack of interest.
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Congregational Council Minutes—November 12, 2020 . . .
Worship Network:

Steve Basselman

+The team affirmed that if the Governor made further restrictions on large in-person
gatherings, that we would abide by those directives. Also, if an outbreak were traced to
one of our worship services, then we would close as per the Health Department’s
guidelines. These will be the two main circumstances that will guide our continuance of
in-person worship services.
+Windows will be opened in the sanctuary to allow fresh air during Covid. With the windows
open it is suggested that you may want to dress accordingly. Keeping your coat with you
will not only allow you to stay warmer during worship but will also eliminate congestion at
the coat rack (for social distancing).
+Thanksgiving Eve worship will be a pre-recorded worship service between Zion and St.
Martin’s and it will be made available on Facebook and YouTube. It will not be an inperson worship service.

Vision Network:
Pastor Paul
no update
Stewardship Network:
Michael Short
no update
Memorial Committee:
Nona Rupp
no update
Education Network:
Jen Basselman
+There has been question to when in-person Sunday School (with masks) can
return. Council will be working with Jen Basselman and Jessica Gericke with
ideas to make it possible and still remain safe
Nurture Network:
Joan Smith
no update
Evangelism & Outreach Network:
Darren Sonnenberg
no update
Technology
Darren Sonnenberg

+The sound team met with Eric Harter of Harter Sound from Montpelier, Ohio to evaluate
our sound system and get a quote on some upgrades. He suggested a few options for
the main sound board. He also told us that our current wireless microphones are in a
radio frequency band that was sold last year. St. Martin’s has received a $5,500 gift
toward upgrading the sound system. The team decided to purchase a Midas compact
digital sound board and three wireless microphones to replace the old ones we have. We
will also be working with Harter Sound for help on installation and training. The gift will
cover the original quote of $5,190 plus some extra cables and power supplies.

Old Business

none

New Business:

+Stan Schmidt asked what additional ways we may be able to promote our worship options.
+We are looking for candidates for council positions that will be open
Motion to adjourn passed.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next scheduled meetings: December 10, 2020
Respectfully Submitted, Robin Trudel

Super Value Receipts . . .
The Women of St. Martin’s ask that you continue to save your Super
Value sales receipts. Super Value returns 1 cent for every $1.00 turned
in. The money received has helped with the kitchen update, sewing
projects and more. Important note: If parts of the receipt cannot be
read, we cannot use it. Thanks from the Women of St. Martin’s.

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!
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St. Martin 2020 Income Statement for Six Months ending October 31, 2020
Current Month
Actual

Current Month
Budget

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Revenues
Operating Income
WPW Meals Inc

$

17,712.90 $
136.00

23,411.48 $
0.00

219,225.53 $
2,509.00

234,114.80
0.00

Community Meals

0.00

0.00

100.00

0.00

Johnson House & Short Haven

0.00
2.73

500.00
0.00

4,500.00
38.74

5,000.00
0.00

17,851.63

23,911.48

226,373.27

239,114.80

Salary

3,742.84

3,742.83

37,428.40

37,428.30

Housing Allowance

2,453.84

2,453.83

24,538.40

24,538.30

0.00

66.67

150.00

666.70

Worship Team Leader

3,359.84

3,359.83

33,598.40

33,598.30

Secretary

1,124.91

1,040.25

11,081.01

10,402.50

Treasurer

373.08

373.08

3,730.78

3,730.80

Custodian

780.00

780.00

7,800.00

7,800.00

11,834.51

11,816.49

118,326.99

118,164.90

474.08

474.08

4,740.80

4,740.80

Mileage

0.00

386.00

1,985.81

3,860.00

Pension

713.78

667.08

6,857.60

6,670.80

Benefits

3,047.76

3,094.42

30,757.80

30,944.20

0.00

83.33

0.00

833.30

Worship Medical Allowance

337.50

337.50

3,375.00

3,375.00

Worship Retirement

433.42

433.42

4,334.20

4,334.20

0.00

75.00

265.00

750.00

432.30
0.00

441.67
25.00

4,353.05
(36.34)

4,416.70
250.00

5,438.84

6,017.50

56,632.92

60,175.00

Office Supplies

330.77

325.00

3,454.13

3,250.00

Postage

125.15

166.25

1,676.57

1,662.50

Copier Lease

475.16

471.25

4,806.93

4,712.50

0.00
0.00

0.00
50.00

60.63
3,235.46

0.00
500.00

931.08

1,012.50

13,233.72

10,125.00

Covid 19 Expenses

0.00
0.00

43.75
0.00

0.00
1,772.64

437.50
0.00

.

0.00

43.75

1,772.64

437.50

Interest
TOTAL OPERATING REVENUES

Supply Pastor

Expenses
.

SALARIES

SECA

Cont Education

Worship & Office Continuing Ed
Employer Sos Sec
Workers Comp Taxes
.

BENEFITS

Copier Maintenance
Technology
.

OFFICE EXPENSES

Synod Assembly
OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE
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Current Month
Budget

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

20.38

191.67

651.35

1,916.70

268.53

166.67

2,098.66

1,666.70

0.00

8.33

17.98

83.30

Instrumentalist/Choir Director

0.00
150.00

83.33
333.33

425.05
1,000.00

833.30
3,333.30

.

438.91

783.33

4,193.04

7,833.30

73.81

208.33

821.03

2,083.30

Catechism

0.00

50.00

129.94

500.00

Subscriptions

0.00

25.00

248.40

250.00

Vacation Bible School

0.00
0.00

62.50
41.67

0.00
211.36

625.00
416.70

EDUCATION NETWORK

73.81

387.50

1,410.73

3,875.00

Welcome Place Wednesday

0.00

20.83

0.00

208.30

77.27

233.33

1,904.85

2,333.30

0.00

183.33

619.59

1,833.30

Music
Flowers
Altar Guild
WORSHIP NETWORK

Sunday School

Church library
.

WPW Meals
Community Meals
Misc outreach

20.08

41.67

105.43

416.70

Living Lutheran

0.00

91.67

731.06

916.70

Furniture Ministry

0.00

83.33

1,000.00

833.30

Welcome Team

0.00
0.00

83.33
83.33

409.20
1,000.00

833.30
833.30

97.35

820.82

5,770.13

8,208.20

0.00

208.33

2,140.08

2,083.30

Sharing the Warmth
.

EVANGELISM & OUTREACH

Johnson & Short Property Exp
The Lodge Expenses

119.67

280.00

1,812.26

2,800.00

Snow removal

0.00

216.67

1,352.50

2,166.70

Inspections etc

0.00

20.83

98.25

208.30

Insurance

0.00

470.42

3,650.79

4,704.20

Electricity

569.42

683.33

5,081.35

6,833.30

Gas

238.00

291.67

2,309.00

2,916.70

Telephone

33.69

41.67

384.95

416.70

Water

35.87

50.00

391.42

500.00

Refuse

53.11

58.33

531.10

583.30

Repairs

0.00

416.67

1,499.76

4,166.70

0.00
150.00

91.67
200.00

162.08
1,300.00

916.70
2,000.00

1,199.76

3,029.59

20,713.54

30,295.90

20,014.26

23,911.48

222,053.71

239,114.80

Supplies
Lawn
.

PROPERTY NETWORK

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES
NET OPERATING INCOME/(DEFICIT)

($ 2,162.63) $

0.00 $

4,319.56 $

0.00

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!
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Current Month
Actual

Current Month
Budget

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

BENEVOLENCE RECEIVED

1,926.00

2,334.42

24,294.75

23,344.20

Lutheran Social Services

0.00

30.00

270.00

300.00

Genacross LHS

0.00

12.00

108.00

120.00

Genacross - LHS-Napoleon

0.00

12.00

108.00

120.00

Lutherwald

0.00

30.00

270.00

300.00

Christmas Cheer

0.00

85.00

765.00

850.00

FISH

0.00

72.00

648.00

720.00

Friendship House

0.00

282.00

2,538.00

2,820.00

Solid Rock

0.00

45.00

405.00

450.00

Shepherd's Circle

0.00

151.00

1,359.00

1,510.00

Hope Chest

0.00

0.00

705.00

0.00

80.00

80.00

800.00

800.00

0.00

135.42

0.00

1,354.20

ELCA General Benevolence

910.00

910.00

9,100.00

9,100.00

ELCA Hunger

465.00
25.00

465.00
25.00

4,650.00
250.00

4,650.00
250.00

1,480.00

2,334.42

21,976.00

23,344.20

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Flexible Benevolence

ELCA Disaster
BENEVOLENCE PAID
NET BENEVOLENCE INCOME/
NET SUMMARY INCOME(DEFICIT)

$

446.00 $

($ 1,716.63) $

0.00 $

2,318.75 $

0.00

0.00 $

6,638.31 $

0.00

Other Income
Hope Chest

$200.00

Thrivent

$70.00

Capital Improvement

$337.00

Memorials

$325.00

2021 Annual Congregational Meeting, January 24, 2021 . .
As called for in St. Martin’s Constitution, the Annual Congregational
Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 24
- All reports from Network Team Leaders, written and financial,
must be submitted to the Church Office on or before January 10th.
- The Report will then be available, January 17th for the Congregation to review.
In short . . .
- Deadline for All Reports, January 10
- Report Available for Congregation, January 17
- Annual Meeting, January 24—format to be determined
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Where They Serve . . .

Haiti
Jamaica
Guatemala
Guyana
Honduras
Nicaragua
El Salvador
Saint Vincent
Grenada
Antigua
Barbados
Belize
Bahamas
Dominica
Saint Lucia
Colombia
Dominican Republic
Trinidad and Tobago

How They Help . . .
Malnutrition
Unsafe Drinking Water
Lack of Medical Care

Extreme Poverty
Unsafe Housing
Orphaned or Abandoned Children

Their Ministry in 2020 so far . . .
Provided more than 182 million meals
Built 1,489 new homes
Shipped 2,367 containers

Check their web-site:
foodforthepoor.org
You may mark your offering envelope Food for the Poor
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Women of St. Martin’s . . .
Kris Jemmott, President
You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but
you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.
Leviticus 19:18
When we read this Leviticus lesson in Church recently, I was so surprised to see
the command to “love your neighbor as yourself” way back in the Old Testament. I think Rev.
Torgenson’s article encourages us, as women, to love ourselves so that we have the energy
and enthusiasm to spread that love everywhere.
Rev. Torgenson writes . . .
In that same chapter, God tells Moses that the people must not harvest their entire crop. They
should leave the edges unharvested so that those who are hungry, poor, or far from home can
find something to eat. Lying, stealing, or not paying someone their wages on time is not
permitted. You should not make a decision that favors the rich, but instead grants the greatest
degree of justice. The actions of God’s people reflect a deep concern for the others, lived out in
daily life.
Some of the stranger laws, like interbreeding herds or sowing multiple grains in one field, are
harder to understand in our modern culture. But there is clearly a respect for integrity and
singularity. God’s people will be set apart, in the purity of their garments and the purity of their
actions.
In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus refers to these words from Leviticus when he is questioned by a
lawyer who wants to put Jesus to the test. When the lawyer asks who exactly the neighbor that
he must love is, Jesus tells the story of the Good Samaritan.
Samaritans were considered impure, second-class citizens by the Jews, so a Samaritan
wouldn’t be expected to do anything good. However, he shows up the more upstanding folks
like a priest and a Levite—the pastor and politician of their day. The message here is: Don’t
think for a second that God wouldn’t call you to love someone you don’t like—or that someone
who shouldn’t like you would give everything for you.
In order to give so fully of yourself, there needs to be enough of you. You need the
appropriate balance of love and respect for yourself. When Paul recalls the command to love
others as yourself in Romans chapter 13, he reminds us that all the commandments are
summed up by loving others as you love yourself. When we steal, we love ourselves more than
we love others by taking what we don’t deserve. When we covet, we love the things and
lifestyles of others more than we love our own selves. When we murder, we love and value our
own lives more than another’s. But when we take care of ourselves, making ourselves no more
or less important than our neighbors, we are living out God’s command.
It is perhaps harder to see love of self as part of our call as Christians, especially since
sacrificial love for others is the very foundation of our faith. It is Jesus’ full giving of himself in
total self-sacrifice that forms and shapes our beliefs. Contemporary slogans like “What would
Jesus do?” frame our personal theological reflections. While we must remember this and keep
the great gift Christ gave us at the center of our faith, it can be taken too far.
Biblically, we have more examples of believers living out love for neighbor over love of self. Paul
writes about becoming “all things to all people” (1 Corinthians 9:22), which is a pretty selfdenying way to live. Because of these references, a faithful Christian might think it’s more
important to recognize and live out the love of neighbor. But the scriptural command remains:
As people who love God and follow Jesus, we must love ourselves as much as we love our
neighbor.
Continued page 15
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Women of St. Martin’s . . .
November Schedules . . . Sewing & Circles are cancelled

Women of St. Martin’s Board Members . . .

President—Kris Jemmott
Vice President—
Secretary—Amy Blankenship
Treasurer—Brenda Shibler
Mission Action—Sandie Spohler
Mission Growth—Joyce Winzeler
Mary Martha Circle—Barb Poston Friendship Circle—Bridget Lovejoy
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study—Gwen Grisier

Women of all ages are invited to join the ladies at 7:00 Thursday for breakfast
Bible Study at the Home Restaurant.

Women of St. Martin’s continued . . .
Kris Jemmott, President
Continued from page 14
Returning to the command to love in Leviticus, we cannot ignore that vengeance or bearing
grudges are strictly prohibited. You may have heard the saying that the one who seeks revenge
digs two graves. In other words, by immersing yourself in the destruction of another, you
destroy yourself. Perhaps you have known this feeling. When we focus our energy on following
our own purposes and desires, when we decide someone else’s life is less valuable than our
own, or when we choose to hate, we are not who God made us to be.
Just as God called the people to be set apart from others by their actions and appearance, so
we are called. We are to be marked as God’s people by our actions toward others: By being
kind and gracious, our self-care reflects respect and gratitude for the lives God gave us. Our
trust in the God who made us shows in every decision we make.
It may not look exactly the same as a partially sown field, but it still shows. Don’t be afraid to
claim love of self alongside love of neighbor as the way you live in God’s kingdom here and
now.
The Rev. Megan Torgerson is the associate pastor at Augustana Lutheran Church in West St.
Paul, Minn. From the March 2019 Issue of Café, a digital magazine for Lutheran women.

The Promise of the Future . . .
A nursing home resident who longed for fresh Georgia peaches discovered a
pit overlooked in his serving of canned fruit. In an old coffee can, he planted the
stone, which sprouted! The man gave the small tree to friends to plant. Years
later, the peaches were so abundant the neighbors had to give some away.
Lila Docken Bauman recounts this story for the Christian Century, saying the
man who took that gamble “did not live to see [it] grow into the tree that
ultimately produced this harvest. But when he looked at that pit years ago he saw the promise of
fresh fruit. … ‘Who despises the day of small things?’ asks the prophet Zechariah. It’s in those
small things that the promise of the future rests.”
Just so, some 2,000 years ago, in a small baby born in a tiny town — both seemingly
inconsequential — rested “the promise of the future” — the salvation of the whole world.
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Smiles from LWR Kit & Blanket Recipients . . .

LWR was officially “born” October 24, 1945 to receive and
distribute gifts of clothing, food, medical supplies and other
commodities for relief, rehabilitation, construction and welfare
arising from war-created needs.
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People, Places, Projects of local Outreach . . .
by Cecily Rohrs
A story told by Cecily Rohrs
In the middle of our country’s shut-down, most of us were feeling pretty
isolated and disconnected. The days got long and our dispositions weren’t quite so sunny.
But God provided a moment that changed all that for some willing St. Martin’s ladies.
It was Wednesday, October 21st, when I was sitting in the Spohler family room with Sandie
and Don. The shut-down had been particularly hard on Sandie, but that day everything
changed. Her spirits were lifted and she consented to head the local “make a wish” project.
Margaret Beck (think LaMar printing and mother of local sons Norman and Greg ) had called
me with a worrisome problem. The Lincoln-Street retiree was facing a pretty big cancer
surgery. And although she wasn’t fearful of the surgery, she was very anxious about the
Christmas comforters she had started but couldn’t possibly finish for all her grandchildren and
great-grands before that November 9th surgery date. And because the recipients were
scattered all across the country, they needed to be mailed by Thanksgiving. Well, your storywriter can barely thread a needle. But I assured my long-time friend that I’d find help for her.
That help was a very grateful Sandie Spohler. Finally, a purpose! That was a win/win. Sandie
could be busy for awhile (a win for Don, too!) and Margaret’s comforters would be completed in
time. But I couldn’t be the go-between for these two ladies because I don’t speak that
language. So I arranged to pick up Sandie and take her to Margaret’s home for a face-to-face
just two days later.
We couldn’t make the connection the next day, since Sandie would be joining her nursing
school classmates for lunch at Max and Erma’s in Toledo. The comforter meeting could wait til
Friday. But Friday morning Don called with the news that, although they’d had a great day with
classmates on Thursday, Sandie was now hospitalized and certainly wouldn’t be able to make
the 1 p.m. meeting. And it wasn’t looking good. But with Margaret on a count-down to surgery,
how could this work?
I immediately thought of Joan Smith. And even though she was planning to head into Toledo
on that Friday morning, when she got my call, she said if we’d meet then, she could get the
instructions from Margaret before going on with her plans.
Most readers know that Sandie was indeed sick. Very sick. Less than 24 hours after arriving
in the ER at Fulton County, she had passed away.
Joan, who thought she was just filling in to get the assignment straight, stepped into the
leadership role. With help from Pat Basselman, Barb Poston, Louise Beldon, Kris Jemmott and
Yanara Reyes, the Women of St. Martin’s spread out in the Fellowship Hall and completed all
the comforters on the very day of Margaret’s surgery. Most of them don’t know Margaret. But
they all knew and loved Sandie and wanted to finish in her honor.
Sandie was happy. Margaret was happy. And soon even more were
happily working for a Grandmother in need.
To God be the Glory! Great things He has done!
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December
Birthdays
3—Joshua Basselman
Jo Ann Benecke
4—Paul Wyse
5—Joyce Kinsman
7—Molly Conway
8—Cory Erbskorn
Brady Johns
Jocelyn Thompson
9—Jane Trudel
10—Cameron Thompson
11—Allison Reyes
12—Merrill Short
13—Jackie Schweitzer
14—Audrey Bernath
Michael Short
16—David McDonel
18—Heather Grime
Tess Pinter
19—Eric Blair
Madison Gray
21—Shannon Liechty
24—Amanda Durham
26—Carol Schroeder
27—Sandy Thatcher
28—Jennifer Wyse
29—Hayden Thatcher
Liam Thatcher
30—Matthew Sevey
Russel May

December
Anniversaries
2—Harry & Lisa Kohv
David & Angie Liechty
3—Bummer & Susan Dominique
10—Brian & Lindsay Baden
11—Shane & Hilary Poulson
17—Gene & Jan Delaney
29—Chandler & Ashton Wyse
31—Kenny & Whitney Wyse

Advent Wreath . . .
The Advent wreath is a symbol of
watchfulness and increasing joy as
we anticipate Jesus’ birth. The
wreath’s circular shape symbolizes
eternity, or life without end. The
candles remind us that Jesus is the
Light of the World — he brought light
and life to a dark world (see John
1:4-5). On each of the four Sundays
of Advent, we light a new candle. As
the light grows, so do our hope and
joy.

Sharing the Warmth Team Says Thank You . . .
From Bridget Lovejoy

Sharing the Warmth had a very successful day on November
21st! We served 32 families and gave away 115 coats!
Thank you to anyone who donated a coat. And a big Thank
You to the team of people who helped haul lots boxes, set up the Fellowship Hall, and
those who served by helping people shop for coats. The day wouldn't have been
successful without you!

Good News from the Welcome Place is the newsletter of St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, Archbold. Ohio.
This non-profit corporation is part of the Northwestern Ohio Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America with Rev. Paul Reichert as pastor. Good News from the Welcome Place is published 11 times
per year during the last week of the month. Average circulation per issue is 280 copies. Entered as 3rd
class matter, Archbold, Ohio.
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Christmas Poinsettia Sale
The Altar Guild is sponsoring their annual Christmas
Poinsettia Sale. Proceeds will be added to the Paraments
Fund.
The plants are $10.00 each and may be given in memory or
in honor of someone, or for a special occasion. The plants
will be multicolored as they have been in the past.
Below is an order blank you may use to order your poinsettias. Please place it, along
with payment (checks to be made payable to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church) in the
offering plate or the box provided on the counter in the Church Office.
Deadline is December 6th
Name

# of plants

X $10.00 each
for a total of $

In Memory of

In Honor of

Advent III

Advent IV

9:00-Worship
-live broadcast

27Holy Communion

9:00-Worship
-live broadcast
10:30-Adult Sunday School
Virtual Sunday School

20

9:00-Worship
-live broadcast
10:30-Adult Sunday School
Virtual Sunday School
2:00-Catechsim Zoom

13

Holy Communion

9:00-Worship
-live broadcast
10:30-Adult Sunday School
Virtual Sunday School

28

21
7:30-Bible Studyzoom

14
7:30-Bible Studyzoom

7
7:30-Bible Studyzoom

6

Advent II

Mon

6:30-Men’s Breakfast-FH

29

6:30-Men’s Breakfast-FH
9:00-Bulletin Deadline

22

6:30-Men’s Breakfast-FH

15

6:30-Men’s Breakfast-FH

8

5:15-WPW Meal
-drive though
7:00-WPW Worship
7:30-Adult Circle-via zoom

30

5:15-WPW Meal
-drive though
7:00-WPW Worship
-live broadcast
7:30-Adult Circle-via zoom

23

5:15-WPW Meal
-drive though
7:00-WPW Worship
-live broadcast
7:30-Adult Circle-via zoom
7:35-Catechism

16

7:00-Women’s Breakfast
9:00-Bulletin Deadline
7:00-Church Council

10

7:00-Women’s Breakfast
9:00-Bulletin Deadline

Thu
3

Archbold, OH 43502

7:00-Women’s Breakfast
9:00-Bulletin Deadline

31

Christmas Day
10:00-Christmas Day
Worship
-live broadcast

Holy Communion

25

18

11

Fri
4

Phone: 419-445-4656

No School December 23—January 1

4:00-on line
7:00-on line
11:00-Candlelight Servicein person

Holy Communion

24 Christmas Eve

7:00-Women’s Breakfast
9:00-Bulletin Deadline
9:00-Newsletter Deadline

17

Fulton Co. Christmas Cheer

5:15-WPW Meal
-drive though
7:00-WPW Worship
-live broadcast
7:30-Adult Circle-via zoom
7:35-Catechism

9

5:15-WPW Meal
-drive though
7:00-WPW Worship
-live broadcast
7:30-Adult Circle-via zoom
7:35-Catechism

Wed
2

203 S. Defiance Street

6:30-Men’s Breakfast-FH
4:00-Mutual Ministry Team

Tue
1

St. Martin’s Lutheran Church

Sun

December, 2020

26

19

12

Sat
5
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