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What’s happening at St. Martin’s . . .
January 24, 2021—St. Martin’s Annual Congregational Meeting
see page 7 for details
Sunday 9:00 am Worship Service, live broadcast
Sunday School, virtual format and Zoom for adults
Wednesday 7:00 pm, Worship Service, live broadcast
Live broadcasts through Facebook Live and later on YouTube.
Links & bulletins for live broadcasts are on the church’s website.
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God’s Work . . . Our Hands!

Building The Welcome Place

Who Are We? We are The Welcome Place
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
– Romans 15:7

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members? WWW
We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love.
Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.
Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone
What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be? ORG
People who are serving…One Real God,
living One real faith,
making One real difference.
How Do We Remind Ourselves?
www.the-welcome-place.org
Welcome to worship and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.

From the Church Office . . .
Worship Assistants
Altar Guild—Cristie Sevey, Robin Trudel
Sound Team—Bill Phelps,
Darren Sonnenberg, Tracy Ziegler
Usher Team Leader—Jim Wyse
Offering Counter
January 3—Gwen Grisier
January 10—Phil Riley
January 17—Robin Trudel
January 24—Jeff Benecke
January 31—Butch Blankenship

Holy Communion—January
January 3, 17, 31—9:00 Worship

February Newsletter Deadline
January 21, 9:00 am
“The best way to find yourself is to
lose yourself in the service of others.”
—Mahatma Gandhi

Attendance & Offering
Worship Nov. 29: Attend—32
$3,857.00
Worship Dec. 6: Attend—41
$20,179.00
Worship Dec. 13: Attend—50
$5,297.37
Worship Dec. 20: Attend—55
$
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Keep In Your Prayers . . .
John Breier Jerry Geiger Sharon Heckel Dick Nagel Al Siewert Joe Wyse
Family & Friends of Jim Shiley, Beth Reichert’s father who went to his heavenly
Home, December 9
Family & Friends of Henry Huner who went to his heavenly home on December 16
Our Shut-ins: Rex Detwiler, Dorothy Huner, Ada Thrasher, Irene Liechty,
Louise Wyse
Members of the Military and their families in active service for our country; Christopher Shirley,
Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, Patrick Cirenza, Christopher Goertz, Brendon Johns,
Kasyn Schaffner, Spencer Short
Our College & Seminary Students both away from home and close to home
Our Northwestern Ohio Synod Bishop Daniel Beaudoin and his staff as they carry out the
ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ
The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to
carry out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania
Our Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo
Our Country and the nations of the world that all may experience God’s forgiveness and
guidance so that peace may be restored and nations be reconciled
All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers who have been in harm’s way since the
outbreak of the coronavirus, may we know the ever-present grace of God
All who have lost family members and friends to the corona virus, may we know the comforting
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ

Dear St. Martin’s Congregation
Thank you for the Bible and the quilt. I really appreciate all the
support everyone has given me throughout the years. Thanks again
for all the love and support.
Mac Campbell
To our St Martin’s Family
And what a family you are. Thank you so much for all the support of sympathy in the
form of cards, your thoughts and prayers, beautiful flowers, delicious food and offers to
help if needed. To Pastor Paul who was a rock for us to stand on when we needed it
most. To Steve for developing a beautiful tribute for Sandie with the funeral service.
To all of you for welcoming our family into St Martin’s so many years ago. Sandie
loved all of you and loved the worship services, the Circles, the Knit Wits, the
Wednesday night activities, sewing and quilting, Christmas Cheer and more.
Thank you for all you have done.
With great appreciation,
Don, Sheryl and Scott
Final Coat Ministry Outreach served 33 families for a total of 126 coats. And also
donated 26 coats to Independence Education Center, which serves all of Northwest
Ohio. Thanks! Bridget
2020 Christmas Cheer helped 460 families with a total of 639 kids. Thank you to all
who helped with this ministry.
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From Pastor Paul . . .
Grace and peace from God our Father, and from our Lord and savior Jesus Christ,
Amen.
“forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward
the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. “ Philippians 3:13-14
Did you know that like many names of our months, January is named after a Roman
god. January is name after Janus, the two faced god with one face looking forward
and one face looking backward. That looking back and looking forward certainly
shaped January being chosen as the first month: the turn of the year when we reflect
back on the year that was and plan and anticipate the coming year.
As we move into 2021, I imagine many of us don’t simply want to put 2020 in the
rearview mirror but as the Apostle Paul suggests forget what lies behind. 2020 was
not the year any of us imagined. I looked back over last year’s January newsletter
article. And though I talked about letting the joy of Christ live in our hearts in good
times and bad, I never in my wildest dreams could have imagined the year we have
had. There were shut downs, changes to our lives, and griefs. Is it any wonder that
people just want to move on? Move forward and get back to normal.
There are many things to hope in as we look forward to 2021. Yesterday a second
vaccine was approved for use in the US; health care professionals are learning more
every day; and many of us have learned to be more creative and open to trying new
things than we have been in a century. We are blessed with ways to communicate
that have enabled us to keep going even in the face of all these struggles.
But foolishly tangling with the Apostle Paul, I don’t think we want to forget this last year
as difficult as it was. Straining forward to the hope of Christ before us is great and
gives us the courage to keep pressing on. But remembering the struggles of this past
year remind us that the redeeming love of Christ is not only with us in our victories and
times of courageous hope. Jesus suffered, died, and rose
again that we might know that nothing can separate us from
the redeeming love of God – not our joyful times, and not our
most fear-filled broken times. That promise, that knowledge is
a precious gift to carry with us into the future because though
there might not be another ‘once in a hundred year’ pandemic
in our lifetimes, there will certainly be times of struggle and fear
and grief. And the gift of remembering this past year is that we
know again in a new way that, no matter what we face, Christ
continues to be with us daily walking with us into the future.
God’s blessing to you in the Year of Our Lord 2021.
Peace, Pastor Paul
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From Our Worship Leader, Deacon Steve Basselman . . .
Let’s Keep Singing . . .
Many people have asked, “how’s it going” a lot this past year. Well,
regardless of the ups and downs of what we are dealing with around us,
the Church still follows its calendar, its own unique way of keeping time.
While the secular world around us is just rounding the corner of a new
year, the Church is over a month into its new year. On the other side of
Christmas is the season of Epiphany, the season of light. As our days
begin to lengthen again, Jesus is beginning to be revealed to us as well
in the stories of the Epiphany season.
The gospel readings for the Epiphany season are something like a hymn-based structure
of several verses involving several variations on one theme: Epiphany, revelation, beingmade-known. And the gospel message for the first Sunday — let’s call it the first verse —
returns on the last Sunday. No, we don’t have the same story over again, but close. The
first Sunday tells the story of Jesus’ baptism, this year from the Gospel of Mark. It
includes this verse: “And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with
you I am well pleased.’” The last Sunday of the season tells the story of the
Transfiguration, again this year from Mark. And it includes this verse: “from the cloud
there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’” The two “verses” aren’t
identical. In the first, the voice speaks to Jesus and in the other, to the disciples. But you
can’t hear the Transfiguration story without thinking, “I’ve heard that ‘tune’ somewhere
before.” Ah yes, in the story of Jesus’ baptism, back there in verse one of the Epiphany
season.
In between those two stories, like four additional stanzas
of one hymn, are more stories of how Jesus, little by little,
is revealed in various ways to the people of Galilee; to
Nathaniel, Simon, Andrew, people in the synagogue in
Capernaum, and so on. Taken all together it is one song,
the song of Epiphany, a song about the great “beingmade-known” of Jesus. But each verse, each week’s
gospel story, is also its own little gem. Let’s keep singing
through the story.
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Congregational Council Minutes—December 10, 2020 . . .
St. Martin’s Church Council met on December 10, 2020 via Zoom with Butch Blankenship, Pastor
Paul, Gwen Grisier, Robin Trudel, Phil Riley, Jeff Benecke, Yanira Reyes and Stan Schmidt present.
Butch Blankenship called the meeting to order, Pastor Paul lead council in devotions and prayer.

Secretary’s Report

Thank you notes received from Lutheran Outdoor Ministries in Ohio and ELCA, for disaster relief
donation.
Minutes from November 12, 2020 and COVID meeting of November 19, 2020 were reviewed and passed.

Finance/Treasurer's Report:

+November, 2020 report was reviewed. Motion to accept passed.
+Financial Recap:

Update of technology/sound system being done; donation of $5,500 being used for this.
New format for benevolence has been completed by JoAnn.

Pastor Paul’s Report

2019
November Attendance
783
November Average Weekly 195.75

2020
227
45.4

2020 Worship Video Views
2626
525.2

Pastoral Acts since November Council
Funerals—0; Weddings—0; Baptisms—0
Maumee Valley Conference

+Maumee Valley Conference met again on zoom and shared different strategies they are taking as
the pandemic worsens. The conference will have a zoom meeting on Dec 17 th.
+Pastor participated in Pr. Mark English’s zoom exit interview from St. Paul’s, McClure 11/19.
+The next Dean’s meeting will be December 15th via zoom.

St. Martin’s
+AAMA met via zoom. The potential restart of the community meal was on the agenda; it
was decided to table that decision for several more months.
+Mutual Ministry met via zoom.
+Thanksgiving Eve was very different this year with it being a virtual service. It was still a
wonderful example of Christian unity in the face of difficult times.
+The Parkinson’s Support Group celebrated their fifth-year anniversary of meeting
together, and with Brenda’s help shared a connections newsletter with their group.
+Thank you to the technology team for the ongoing work to enable creative solutions for
worship.
+A tentative plan for worship services is in place through the middle of January.
+People seem to be enjoying the daily Advent devotions.
+Thank you for your words of condolence and sympathy at the death of Beth’s father, Jim
Shiley.

Property Team:

Amy Blankenship

+Snow removal team is in place and Twin Cities has been contracted for plowing parking lot.
+We are still waiting for final information from Midwest Custom Mechanical for the air circulation
work. This information should be ready for the annual meeting in January.

Youth Network:

Need Team Leader/s

+High School SS teacher/Luther League position is still vacant. A team will be put together with
Butch Blankenship, Stan Schmidt and others to see of options for the class and also Luther
League.

Welcome Place News
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Congregational Council Minutes—November 12, 2020 . . .
Worship Network:

Steve Basselman

Vision Network:
Stewardship Network:
Memorial Committee:
Education Network:
Nurture Network:

Pastor Paul
Michael Short
Nona Rupp
Jen Basselman
Joan Smith

no update
no update
no update
no update
no update

Evangelism & Outreach Network:
Technology

Darren Sonnenberg
Darren Sonnenberg

no update

+Christmas worship plans are being completed; subject to change as needed for COVID.
+Reminder-Windows may be opened in the sanctuary to allow fresh air during COVID. It is
suggested to dress accordingly. Keeping your coat with you will not only allow you to stay warmer
during worship but will also eliminate congestion at the coat rack (social distancing).

+Phone calls are being made by team and Pastor. 15 cards & 5 phone calls were made.

+Upgrading system is being completed by Harter Sound, Montpelier.

Old Business

+Gwen Grisier is working on filling the ballot for upcoming annual meeting.
+The date of the Annual Meeting, January 24, 2021, was confirmed.

New Business:

+A zoom meeting including Council members, Health Team and Mutual Ministry
representative will be held on Monday, December 21st, at 7:00.
Motion to adjourn passed.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Next scheduled meetings: January 14, 2021
Respectfully Submitted, Robin Trudel

2021 Annual Congregational Meeting, January 24, 2021 . .
As called for in St. Martin’s Constitution, the Annual Congregational
Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 24, 2021
- All reports from Network Team Leaders, written and financial,
must be submitted to the Church Office on or before January 10th.
- The Report will then be available, January 17th for the Congregation to review.
In short . . .
- Deadline for All Reports, January 10
- Report Available for Congregation, January 17
- Annual Meeting, January 24—format to be determined
"Faith is the bird that sings while it is yet dark." — Max Lucado
“Our hope is not in the new year, but in the One who makes all things new.” —Unknown

Welcome Place News
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Special Council Meeting - Thursday, November 19, 2020
A special meeting with St. Martin’s Church Council was held (via Zoom) on November
19, 2020 due to the change of Fulton County (and area) COVID-19 status. Members
present were Pastor Paul, Butch Blankenship, Gwen Grisier, Robin Trudel, Jeff
Benecke, Yanira Reyes, Stan Schmidt and Steve Basselman. Guests representing
health committee and mutual ministry were Gina Benecke, Jan Delaney and Peg
Bjorlin.
With the status changing to RED, Pastor Paul, Steve, Council and present team
members discussed the options for worship. After discussion it was felt that we have in
place acceptable precautions to continue in-person worship (masks, handwashing,
distancing); based on comfort level of participants. Council approved Pastor Paul to
exercise the option of not being present for in-person worship for the safety of his
family; this information was shared via e-mail of November 20th (see below):
You know that I tend to be cautious, particularly when it comes to my
family’s safety. So, I met with council, the health team, and a representative
from Mutual ministry via zoom tonight. I shared that I would not be comfortable
leading in person worship while Fulton County was red on the Covid color
map. I will still be leading online worship on Wednesdays, and we are looking
into some creative technical solutions to enable participation from me despite
not being physically present. I am grateful for church council’s understanding
and Deacon Steve’s support as we work on navigating the way forward, and I
look forward to the day when I can return to in person leadership.
Deacon Steve volunteered to be the officiant for in-person worship for Sundays.
Council/Health Committee/Mutual Ministry will schedule additional meetings as needed.
Meeting closed with additional prayers and the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted, Robin Trudel

Parkinson’s & Care Givers Support Group . . .
The Parkinson's Support Group mailed the "Parkinson's Connection"
Newsletter Dec. 9. We interviewed every member who is in the group.
We are setting up a Buddy System as everyone is interested in doing.
The Parkinson's and Care Givers Support Group will not be meeting in
January. If you have questions please call Facilitator: Bonnie Lauber, 419445-9516.
“Oh God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,
by paths untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage,
not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”
- Martin Luther
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St. Martin 2020 Income Statement for Six Months ending November 30, 2020
Current Month
Actual

Current Month
Budget

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Revenues
Operating Income
WPW Meals Inc

$

23,554.90 $

23,411.48 $ 242,780.43 $

257,526.28

238.00

0.00

2,747.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

100.00

0.00

1,000.00
3.41

500.00
0.00

5,500.00
42.15

5,500.00
0.00

24,796.31

23,911.48

251,169.58

263,026.28

Salary

3,742.84

3,742.83

41,171.24

41,171.13

Housing Allowance

2,453.84

2,453.83

26,992.24

26,992.13

Community Meals
Johnson House & Short Haven
Interest
TOTAL OPERATING REVENUES

Supply Pastor

450.00

66.67

600.00

733.37

3,359.84

3,359.83

36,958.24

36,958.13

Secretary

982.68

1,040.25

12,063.69

11,442.75

Treasurer

373.08

373.08

4,103.86

4,103.88

Custodian

780.00

780.00

8,580.00

8,580.00

12,142.28

11,816.49

130,469.27

129,981.39

Worship Team Leader

Expenses
.

SALARIES

SECA

474.08

474.08

5,214.88

5,214.88

Mileage

0.00

386.00

1,985.81

4,246.00

Pension

713.78

667.08

7,571.38

7,337.88

Benefits

3,047.76

3,094.42

33,805.56

34,038.62

Cont. Education

0.00

83.33

0.00

916.63

Worship Medical Allowance

337.50

337.50

3,712.50

3,712.50

Worship Retirement

433.42

433.42

4,767.62

4,767.62

0.00

75.00

265.00

825.00

Workers Comp Taxes

431.30
(204.66)

441.67
25.00

4,784.35
(241.00)

4,858.37
275.00

.

5,233.18

6,017.50

61,866.10

66,192.50

Office Supplies

236.93

325.00

3,691.06

3,575.00

Postage

125.66

166.25

1,802.23

1,828.75

Copier Lease

469.25

471.25

5,276.18

5,183.75

Technology

0.00
2,170.00

0.00
50.00

60.63
5,405.46

0.00
550.00

.

3,001.84

1,012.50

16,235.56

11,137.50

Covid 19 Expenses

0.00
20.38

43.75
0.00

0.00
1,793.02

481.25
0.00

.

20.38

43.75

1,793.02

481.25

Worship & Office Continuing Ed
Employer Sos Sec
BENEFITS

Copier Maintenance
OFFICE EXPENSES

Synod Assembly
OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE

Welcome Place News
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Current Month
Actual

Current Month
Budget

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Worship Materials

215.06

191.67

866.41

2,108.37

Music

118.59

166.67

2,217.25

1,833.37

Flowers

0.00

8.33

17.98

91.63

Instrumentalist/Choir Director

0.00
100.00

83.33
333.33

425.05
1,100.00

916.63
3,666.63

.

433.65

783.33

4,626.69

8,616.63

Sunday School

155.38

208.33

976.41

2,291.63

Catechism

119.88

50.00

249.82

550.00

Subscriptions

0.00

25.00

248.40

275.00

Vacation Bible School

0.00
0.00

62.50
41.67

0.00
211.36

687.50
458.37

275.26

387.50

1,685.99

4,262.50

Altar Guild
WORSHIP NETWORK

Church library
.

EDUCATION NETWORK

Welcome Place Wednesday

0.00

20.83

0.00

229.13

380.45

233.33

2,285.30

2,566.63

Community Meals

0.00

183.33

619.59

2,016.63

Misc. outreach

0.00

41.67

105.43

458.37

Living Lutheran

0.00

91.67

731.06

1,008.37

Furniture Ministry

0.00

83.33

1,000.00

916.63

Welcome Team

0.00
0.00

83.33
83.33

409.20
1,000.00

916.63
916.63

380.45

820.82

6,150.58

9,029.02

0.00

208.33

2,140.08

2,291.63

125.44

280.00

1,937.70

3,080.00

Snow removal

0.00

216.67

1,352.50

2,383.37

Inspections etc.

0.00

20.83

98.25

229.13

1,319.75

470.42

4,970.54

5,174.62

Electricity

438.06

683.33

5,519.41

7,516.63

Gas

WPW Meals

Sharing the Warmth
.

EVANGELISM & OUTREACH

Johnson & Short Property Exp
The Lodge Expenses

Insurance

238.00

291.67

2,547.00

3,208.37

Telephone

34.34

41.67

419.29

458.37

Water

35.87

50.00

427.29

550.00

Refuse

0.00

58.33

531.10

641.63

Repairs

0.00

416.67

1,499.76

4,583.37

0.00
140.00

91.67
200.00

162.08
1,440.00

1,008.37
2,200.00

2,331.46

3,029.59

23,045.00

33,325.49

Supplies
Lawn
.

PROPERTY NETWORK
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Current Month
Actual

23,818.50

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES
NET OPERATING INCOME/(DEFICIT) $

977.81 $

Current Month
Budget

23,911.48
0.00 $

Year to Date
Actual

245,872.21
5,297.37 $

Year to Date
Budget

263,026.28
0.00

BENEVOLENCE RECEIVED

(651.25)

2,334.42

(651.25)

25,678.62

Lutheran Social Services

0.00

30.00

270.00

330.00

(10.00)

0.00

(390.00)

0.00

Genacross LHS

0.00

12.00

108.00

132.00

Genacross - LHS-Napoleon

0.00

12.00

108.00

132.00

.

0.00

0.00

(25.00)

0.00

0.00

30.00

270.00

330.00

.

LSS Received

Genacross Napoleon Rcv’d

Lutherwald
Christmas Cheer
.

Christmas Cheer Received

FISH
.

FISH Received

Friendship House

0.00

85.00

765.00

935.00

(15.00)

0.00

(1,047.00)

0.00

0.00

72.00

648.00

792.00

0.00

0.00

(760.00)

0.00

0.00

282.00

2,538.00

3,102.00

(25.00)

0.00

(1,995.00)

0.00

Solid Rock

0.00

45.00

405.00

495.00

.

0.00

0.00

(38.00)

0.00

Shepherd's Circle

0.00

151.00

1,359.00

1,661.00

.

0.00

0.00

(650.00)

0.00

80.00

80.00

880.00

880.00

0.00

0.00

(885.00)

0.00

.

Friendship House Rcv’d
Solid Rock Received
Shepherd's Circle Rcv’d

Redeemer Lutheran Church
.

Redeemer Lutheran Rcv’d

Flexible Benevolence

0.00

135.42

0.00

1,489.62

910.00

910.00

10,010.00

10,010.00

(301.25)

0.00

(9,666.00)

0.00

465.00

465.00

5,115.00

5,115.00

(300.00)

0.00

(7,220.00)

0.00

25.00
0.00

25.00
0.00

275.00
(2,270.00)

275.00
0.00

828.75

2,334.42

(2,195.00)

25,678.62

ELCA General Benevolence
.

ELCA Benevolence Rcv’d

ELCA Hunger
.

ELCA Hunger Rcv’d

ELCA Disaster
.

ELCA Disaster Rcv’d

BENEVOLENCE PAID
NET BENEVOLENCE INCOME/

($

1,480.00) $

0.00 $

1,543.75 $

0.00

NET SUMMARY INCOME(DEFICIT)

($

502.19) $

0.00 $

6,841.12 $

0.00

Other Income
Capital Improvement
Memorials

$5,733.75
$3,055.00

Women of the Church
Hope Chest

$355.00
$450.00
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Women of St. Martin’s . . .
Kris Jemmott, President
Advent 2020 Mission Update
Letter from Mark Rich and Cynthia Holder Rich
Rich’s have returned to teaching at Tumaini University Makumira, Arusha, Tanzania
…they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sward against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. Isaiah 2:4

We are reading Walter Brueggemann’s thought-provoking devotions in his
Celebrating Abundance this Advent season. One day, the scripture above
provided the theme on which Dr. Brueggemann reflects, saying that in the
vision laid out in this text, people are “decontaminating bombs and defusing
the great weapons systems. The fear is dissipating. The hate is collapsing.
The anxiety is lessening. The buildup of competitive threat is being
reversed…”
It occurs to us that the prophet, and Brueggemann with him, must have
seen and be seeing something different than what the world has to offer—
something different than what the world sees. The vision seems to have little
resonance with the world in which we live, where violence, fear, hate,
anxiety, and competition seem to reign supreme. Even conversations about
“Let us beat
the global health crisis that has consumed this year and carried over a
swords into
million souls away to date have been politicized and weaponized. The way
plowshares” by
the world sees—and what the world sees when it looks around—bear little
Evgeniy Vuchitech.
resemblance to the prophet’s vision.
Part of the United
Brueggemann’s reflections brought our graduate students to mind—
Nations collection
budding scholars with whom it is a joy to work. One student is writing about
elder abuse and the gender implications therein—how many older people,
and particularly older women, are at great risk of abuse within their homes and families—and
how the responsibility for caring for older people, the majority of whom are women, falls on the
next generations of women. The stories this student tells of the plight of older women and the
younger women whom the community expects to take care of the elderly are often
heartbreaking. The student argues that care for the elderly among us, and those who care for
them, must become more centrally located in the mission of the church—and that an increase in
equity between men and women is God’s desire.
Another student is researching deforestation in his home area and the ways in which
deforestation—driven mainly by the actions of large, wealthy companies—increases the growth
of economic inequity and poverty in Tanzania. It also drives climate change, and the impacts of
climate change fall mainly on those who have less, while the wealthy are able to move if/when
changes in conditions make living in a place less comfortable or more difficult. This student is
convinced that these are issues that are related to the Missio Dei, the mission of God, and as
such are issues the church must confront and work to mend and to heal.
A third student is writing about a major conflict that occurred within a diocese (equivalent to
our synods) of the ELCT, which actually ended only with the splitting of the diocese. These
kinds of conflicts, whether they happen within whole denominations, dioceses, congregations, or
even families, are deeply wounding and scarring to the body of Christ. This student is looking
into how the apostle Paul dealt with a similar conflict within the church at Corinth, in Second
Corinthians. How does the gospel of Christ face, diagnose, and resolve such conflicts that, at
bottom, deny the gospel?
Continued page 13
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Women of St. Martin’s . . .
November Schedules . . . Sewing & Circles are cancelled

Women of St. Martin’s Board Members . . .

President—Kris Jemmott
Vice President—
Secretary—Amy Blankenship
Treasurer—Brenda Shibler
Mission Action—
Mission Growth—Joyce Winzeler
Mary Martha Circle—Barb Poston Friendship Circle—Bridget Lovejoy
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study—Gwen Grisier

Women of all ages are invited to join the ladies at 7:00 Thursday for breakfast Bible
Study at the Home Restaurant.

Women of St. Martin’s continued . . .
Kris Jemmott, President
Continued from page 12
As we work with our students, we often marvel at their ability to persist in ministry in contexts
of great injustice and deep suffering. How do they keep preaching the Good News? How do
they keep hammering away at horrid and heinous situations that inspire grief and anger—
situations that can and do lead many to despair? For our students, we have come to realize that
they persist because they see something that some cannot. They see a vision that some
cannot. They see a future that some cannot.

University Graduation 2020
We celebrated graduation this past weekend. It is a joy to see the future unfolding in front of
one’s eyes! By far the biggest single set of programs at Tumaini University Makumira are the
education programs. We graduated 576 bachelor students to become primary and secondary
teachers, and 21 master students to become school administrators. These numbers are by far
the majority of our graduates!! Tanzania is making immense efforts to improve its educational
system, and our university is a major part of that effort. The country’s efforts only took serious
practical shape in the 2000s, and they are still a fight. As of 2018, the public schools still had on
average one teacher for every 51 students, and only one textbook for every 10 students. The
country has made immense improvements since the colonial period, during which no efforts
were made toward universal public education. Our graduates are so
proud, and so are we! To all our supporters, your support is directly
contributing toward this very good work—thank you all!!!
Advent Blessing to You All
We pray with and for you that God might grant us all vision to see as
God sees, the divine imagination that moved God to send Jesus, the
vision that Isaiah shared of a world without war, the very same vision
that animates our students in their research and ministries. May we all
be so blessed! May our Advent preparations open our eyes, our
minds, and our hearts, that we may see Jesus and be moved to follow
him more nearly. As this strange and difficult year comes to a close,
we count you all among our blessings.
Grace and peace to you all in this holy season,
Cynthia and Mark Rich
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People, Places, Projects of local Outreach . . .
by Cecily Rohrs

We’re all looking forward to the close of 2020 and the start of a New
Year. And for Bill and Diane Phelps, the close of 2020 will be
monumental. On the 30th of December, they will each retire.
Diane has been at Sauder Manufacturing since she graduated from high
school 50 years ago. She’s done about every office job there and is ending her career
in accounts payable. In the days of typewriters, she had nine bosses dictating letters to
her to be typed. She laughs and says “I had nine dictators at one time.”
Bill spent 24 years at LaChoy before joining Sauder Woodworking 26 years ago,
where he is currently the Process Manager for the big EDC warehouse.
“It’s a little scary to think we’ll be retired at the same time.” Diane says. “We love
the outdoors and gardening and are active in Community Theater. But to both be home
in the winter season, that may be a little more difficult!“ They also won’t be found
eating out much. Diane loves to cook and bake, so they’re happiest in their own kitchen.
Chances are, the retirees won’t get moldy. You’ll still see Diane in the Adult Bell
Choir at church and Bill will still be a regular in the technicians’ booth in the balcony.
Daughter Kimberly is an elementary teacher at Liberty Center, her husband Chris farms
fulltime and children Brenton and Oliva will keep Bill and Diane rooting for Patrick Henry
for matches in archery, volleyball, basketball, and cross country. And of course
Grandma and Grandpa will be at the Henry County Fair where those Rettigs are always
in the show ring with their award-winning goats.
Son Christopher and wife Elyse don’t have time or space to care for goats. They love
city life and are living in Washington D.C. proper and enjoying every minute of the sights
and sounds of that bustling area. Chris works for the Advisory Board Company and
Elyse is with the Nature Conservancy.
The couple has just one order of business on retirement day. They report, “We
each have alarm clocks that we’ve had pretty much our entire working life. We both
have bought new alarm clocks and as a symbol of our retirement we are going to take a
sledgehammer to our old clocks the evening of December 30 th. (Plus the new clocks
both have bigger numbers on them that we will probably need in the future!)
Then, if they make it through the winter together, they hope to start enjoying our
National Parks.
--------------------------------------------------------Cheer 2020 Successful!
COVID made Christmas Cheer look very different this year, but with the strong
leadership core from St. Martins and the holiday leadership of new chair, Lilli
Radabaugh, it appears all the Cheer Elves met and exceeded expectations and 460
households were served including 639 children within the county.
Still held at the fairgrounds, families stayed in their cars and
worked their way to their basic box filled with popular supplies and
then each family got a $30 gift card to the county grocery of their
choice, and $30 card per child to go select toys. Thanks to the
generous supporters, donations met expenses! Always a good
thing!
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Health Information for
St. Martin’s

HealthLetter.MayoClinic.com

Welcome Place News

January
Birthdays
2—Sharon Blair
Pat Richards
5—Reese Collins
6—Tom Heckel
Maddox Pinter
8—Greg Whitacre
9—Glenn Badenhop
Eva Geesey
Lee Opdyke
10—Jim Stevens
Ashley Reyes
12—Libby Beck
Louise Beldon
Scott Schnitkey
13—Dan Avers
Rex Detwiler
Steve Rettig
14—Autumn Benecke
Shelly Conway
Maureen Bernath
15—Jason Lovejoy
16—Steve Corbin
Dana Bjorlin
17—Ann May
Katelyn Short
Taylor Zsembik
18—Andy McCarty
19—Nona Rupp
Steve Meyers
June Schultz
20—David Shafer
Jane Stevens
21—Erinn Thompson
Benjamin Stewart
23—Amy Maassel
24—Samantha Dickman
Derek Schultz
Amberly Hawk
25—Colt Boyd
26—Kennedy Delaney
Dick Nagel
27—Kennedy Bailey
Jane Sonnenberg
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January
Birthdays
Continued
28—Alan Schweinhagen
29—Diane Sonnenberg
30—Kiel Howell
Maura Riley
Elden Schweinhagen
Julie Stevens
31—Hanna Blankenship
Guy Burkholder
Doug Liechty
Chuck Rupp

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!

January
Anniversaries
16—Mike & Patty Jones
19—Scott & June Schultz
Tim & Deb Smith

Live in the light . . .
Often we want to be able to see
into the future. We say, “How will
next year be for me? Where will I
be five or ten years from now?”
There are no answers to these
questions. Mostly we have just
enough light to see the next step
— what we have to do in the
coming hour or the following day.
The art of living is to enjoy what we can see and
not complain about what remains in the dark. When
we are able to take the next step with the trust that
we will have enough light for the step that follows,
we can walk through life with joy and be surprised at
how far we go. Let's rejoice in the little light we carry
and not ask for the great beam that would take all
our shadows away.
—Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey

Good News from the Welcome Place is the newsletter of St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, Archbold. Ohio.
This non-profit corporation is part of the Northwestern Ohio Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America with Rev. Paul Reichert as pastor. Good News from the Welcome Place is published 11 times
per year during the last week of the month. Average circulation per issue is 280 copies. Entered as 3rd
class matter, Archbold, Ohio.
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