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Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 19, 2021

Often called the visitation, the encounter between Mary and Elizabeth is full of joy, recognition,
gratitude, and blessing. Luke immediately follows the annunciation with Mary’s journey to visit
Elizabeth, who gives this unmarried pregnant girl not only a safe haven but also the first glimpse of
what it means to be the mother of the Savior. The encounter is full of mystery and grace: the mystery of
new life forming but still invisible, and the grace of recognizing each other as the Spirit-filled mothers
they are becoming.
Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation

THE CHURCH GATHERS
PRELUDE ON “Gloria”

PRELUDE

arr. J. Payne

BELL & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, and come.

Make all things new.
For past wrongs that prevent us from moving forward:

Stir up our hearts, Lord, and make all things new.
For any lingering bitterness that scratches our soul:

Stir up our hearts, Lord, and make all things new.
For any action that has wounded us or by which we have wounded others:

Give us the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the
grace of Christ as we speak.
In this season of hope and expectation, let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of
one another.
Silence for personal reflection

God of advent,

restore our hearts with your loving presence. In this season of decreasing
daylight, we confess the shadows of sin in our lives. We cling to the worldly
things around us and we put ourselves above all. We often fail to serve you
when we do not serve others. Free us from the power of sin and lead us to
live as your holy people, in the light of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
2

Hear the Good News: God’s Son, the light of the world, was sent to free us from sin, to show
God’s infinite love and forgiveness for all. Jesus Christ has come into the world, has led
the way through death that we may have life, and is coming again to make all things new.

Amen

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

*PRAYER
God of Advent, gather us, forgive us and keep us awake as we light this circle of light. You
continue to do great things for us, may we be your light in the world, serving those who look
for the dawn of your justice and mercy.

Amen.
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*OPENING HYMN

Verses in Unison, Refrain in Harmony
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“OH COME, EMMANUEL”

*GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever

Amen

OLD TESTAMENT READING – MICAH 5:2-5
2

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
4
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
5a
and he shall be the one of peace.
Word of God, come down to us.

Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM – “This Child of Light” – by Mary MacDonald
See now this baby, a child so small; He is our Savior, ruler of all.
What shall we name Him, this Holy One? He is Jesus, God’s own Son.
This child of Light, a holy Light, has come to us on this silent night.
Here in the stillness, quiet He lay, Love everlasting is born today.
This child of Mary, this little one; a gift from heaven, God’s only Son.
What can we give Him, this Child so small? We can give Him our all!
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NEW TESTAMENT READING – LUKE 1:26-38 – The Annunciation
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can
this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
Word of God, come down to us.

Thanks be to God.

“NO WIND AT THE WINDOW”

HYMN
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NEW TESTAMENT READING - LUKE 1:39-55 – Mary’s Song, The Magnificat
39

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit
42
and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of
your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?
44
For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.
45
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to
her by the Lord.” And Mary said,
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord: my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has
looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed.
The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm; he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children forever.”
40

Word of God, come down to us.

Thanks be to God.
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ANTHEM – “Shout! Sing Hallelujah!” – by Heather Sorenson
Shout to God! Sing out a hallelujah! Shout to God! Let all the world rejoice!
Lift your voice, and with all the people sing to the newborn King!
Let the oceans clap their hands; mountains leap for joy;
trees bow down and stars adore this tiny, baby Boy!
Gloria, hallelujah, in excelsis Deo
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

“Blessed Believers of the Word”

MESSAGE

ANTHEM – “Adore” – by Martin Chalk, Graham Kendrick, arr. D. Clydesdale
You stepped down from heaven, humbly You came. God of all creation here with us.
In a starlit manger, Emmanuel, Light of the world here to save.
Adore, come let us adore. O come, let us adore Him!
The Lord, worship Christ the Lord. Let all that is within us adore.
Wise men bring their treasures. Shepherds bow low. Angel voices sing of peace on earth.
What have I to offer to heaven’s King? I will bring my life, my love, my all.
Angels sing, praises ring to the newborn King. Peace on earth here with us, joy awakening.
At Your feel may fall.

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
*SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always

And also with you.
(We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you.”)

MUSICAL OFFERING
ANTHEM – “Light of the Stable” – Steve and Elizabeth Rhymer – arr. by Richard Kingsmore
Hail to the newborn King, let our voices sing Him our praises
Hail to the guiding Light that brought us tonight to the stable.

Come now, let it shine so bright to the knowing Light of the stable
Kneel close to the Child so dear, cast aside your fear and be thankful.
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“HE CAME DOWN”

*OFFERTORY

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, King of glory. You sent your only Son, Jesus Christ, into the
darkness of our world to be a light among us.
In weakness, he took on our flesh in the form of a child to live and grow as one of us. In
weakness and strength, he showed forth your love and followed your call, even to
death upon a cross for the sake of our sins. Then you raised him from the dead to
reign with you in glory, and promised his return to us in power to bring us into your
everlasting kingdom.
For all this, we thank you, O God. We live in that hope and await his coming again,
raising our voices in prayer.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Be with us at our table, O God, in our eating and in our drinking, that the Spirit of hope is
kindled in our hearts and in our lives, uniting us in him who came and will come again,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

“LAMB OF GOD”

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
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“GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD”
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“ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY”
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*BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
Amen

*PRAYER
Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted again on
your endless love. Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, that we may be
messengers to prepare your way, and bearers of your eternal Word, our Savior
Jesus Christ.
Amen.

*BENEDICTION
In all our Advent preparations,
we remain watchful with our eyes on Christ,
whose birth in a manger is but a promise of his coming again in glory.
And may the blessing of Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit
be with us now and forever.
Amen
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*CLOSING HYMN

“ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH”
Unison on Verse 1, Harmony Verses 2 & 3
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*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+
All copyrighted music and texts are used with permission. One License A-731544 ; CCLI #2049355; Augsburg Fortress
#SAS004104 Holy Child Within the Manger Text and Music: Marty Haugen ©1987 GIA Publications. No Wind at the Window
Text: John Bell ©1992 GIA Publications. Gentle Mary Laid Her Child Text:Joseph Simpson Cook
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St. Martin’s Lutheran Church
203 S. Defiance Street
Phone Number:

Archbold OH 43502
419-445-4656

Web Site: www.the-welcome-place.org
Office Hours:
Deacon Steve Basselman
Brenda Shibler
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning
Tues. – Fri. 8:00-12:30
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon
e-mail: steveb@the-welcome-place.org
stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
Worship Services:
9:00 am each Sunday, live broadcast on Facebook and YouTube
6:00 pm each Wednesday, Informal Service

We welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God. – Romans 15:7 ESV

Worship includes the celebration of Communion today. We will be distributing
communion in a continuous fashion. As you come forward you will receive the bread
and then you can move to the side to receive the wine. Please pick up your own glass
from the wine tray unless you need assistance. The center light-colored glasses are
grape juice. Please place your empty glass in the basket as you return to your seat by
the side aisle.

St. Martin’s Worship Servants . . .
Ministers of Worship
Presiding
Acolyte
Organist/Pianist
Pianist
Percussionist
Guitarist
Lectors
Communion Assistants
Usher Team Leader
Sound System
Altar Guild
Offering Counters

-Everyone Present
-Pastor Dana Bjorlin
-Maddox Pinter
-Deacon Steve Basselman
-Rick Breier
-Mike Short
-Zach Basselman
-Gwen Grisier, Melanie Nagel, Zach Basselman
-Aaron Short, Janet Wyse, Jim Wyse
-Mark Weaver
-Bill Phelps
-Sandy Thatcher, Janet Wyse
-Jo Ann Liechty, Jeff Benecke
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This Week at St. Martin’s
Today – December 19 – Advent IV
Worship, 9:00 am, Holy Communion
Sunday School, 10:20 am
Adult Sunday School, 10:30 am
Tuesday – December 21
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship, 6:30 am at McDonald’s
Sewing, 9:00 am
Newsletter Deadline, 9:00 am
Community Meal, 5:00 – 6:00 pm, St. John’s Christian
Wednesday – December 22
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm
Informal Worship, 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall
Adult Circle, 6:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Bell Choir Rehearsal, 6:30pm
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 pm
Thursday – December 23
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study, 7:00 am, at Home Restaurant
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am
Friday – December 24 – Christmas Eve
Family Service, 4:00 pm, Holy Communion
Festival Service 7:00 pm, Holy Communion, Candlelight
Saturday – December 25 – Christmas Day
Worship, 10:00 am, Holy Communion
Next Sunday – December 26
Worship, 9:00 am
No Sunday School
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Last Week at St. Martin’s. . .
Receipts Week of December 12, 2021, Budget and Year to Date

Other Designated Income

Budgeted Weekly
Operating Need
Budgeted Weekly
$2,801.00
Benevolence Need
$194.00 As of 11/30/2021

Total Income

$8,489.00 YTD Operating Received

$238,520.82

127/15/142 YTD Operating Expenses

($197,104.16)

Operating Contributions
Benevolence Received

Worship

$5,494.00

Net Income/(Deficit)

$5,670.00
$567.00

$41,416.66

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE . . .
December 19 + ADVENT IV
9:00 am—Worship with Communion
Musical Offering: multiple Christmas anthems
by the Chancel Choir
10:20 am—Sunday School
10:30 am—Adult Sunday School
December 24 + CHRISTMAS EVE
4:00 pm—Family Service with Communion
This worship service will be similar to years past following an informal format
7:00 pm—Festival Service with Communion
This worship service will include the Chancel and Bell Choirs
December 25 + CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00 am – Worship with Communion
December 26 + FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
9:00 am—Worship with Communion
No Sunday School
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St. Martin's Prayer Line
For our prayers in worship this morning and our daily devotions in the coming week, we remember:
All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man coming in
a cloud with power and great glory
Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be supported in
their ministry to the Church
The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to carry out
God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania
Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out God’s
ministry and mission in the Toledo Area
Family & Friends of Dennis Jewell, Diana Ziegler’s brother, who went to his heavenly home
Wednesday, may we know the comforting presence of our Lord Jesus Christ
St. Martin’s congregation and all involved in the process of calling St. Martin’s next Pastor
All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers who have been in harm’s way since the outbreak of
the coronavirus, may we know the ever-present grace of God
All who have lost family members and friends to the corona virus, may we know the comforting
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ
For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God
Jeff Cook, Ann Ott’s son
Steven DeNault, June Hayes’ friend
Jerry Geiger
Sharon Heckel
Pam Howell-Beach, sister of Dennis Howell, cancer treatments
Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia
Amanda Karduck, friend of Sara Adams & Jan Delaney
Michael, Pastor & Linda Koch, friends of Melanie & Dick Nagel
Bonnie R. Lauber
Chris Liechty
Shannon Liechty
Gerald Meyer
Steve (Bonnie) Meyer
Lois Mininger, June Hayes’ cousin
Samantha Nienberg, friend of Jan Delaney, cancer
Ann Ott
Jerry Rohrs
Stan Schmidt
Al Siewert
Joe Wyse
Steward Wyse
Our Shut-ins Rex Detwiler, Dorothy Huner, Louise Wyse
For those who need God’s protection and the assurance that he is near
All St. Martin’s Members as they prepare for Ministry
Our College students both close to home and far away
All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, Patrick
Cirenza (June Hayes), Bradley Nilsson (Pat Richards), Christopher Goertz, Brendon Johns,
Kasyn Schaffner, Spencer Short


Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's

(Note, we include a person's name with permission.)
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