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Rally Day, September 11!
See page 15

5:15—Meal
6:00—WPW Worship

Christ is like a river that is continually
flowing. There are always fresh supplies of water
coming from the fountainhead, so that a man
may live by it and be supplied with water all his
life. So Christ is an ever-flowing fountain; he is
continually supplying his people, and the
fountain is not spent. They who live upon Christ may have fresh
supplies from him for all eternity; they may have an increase of
blessedness that is new [and] never will come to an end.
—Jonathan Edwards

What’s happening at St. Martin’s . . .
Sunday 9:00 am Worship Service, August 7, 14, 21, 28
Live broadcasts through Facebook Live and later on YouTube.
Links & bulletins for live broadcasts are on the church’s website.
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Building The Welcome Place

Who Are We? We are The Welcome Place
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
– Romans 15:7

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members? WWW
We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love.
Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.
Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone
What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be? ORG
People who are serving…One Real God,
living One real faith,
making One real difference.
How Do We Remind Ourselves?
www.the-welcome-place.org

Welcome to worship and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.

From the Church Office . . .
Worship Assistants
Altar Guild—
Sandy Thatcher, Robin Trudel
Sound Team—
Noah Blankenship, Bill Phelps,
Darren Sonnenberg, Tracy Ziegler
Usher Team Leaders—
Butch Blankenship
Offering Counters
August 7—Stan Schmidt
August 14—Butch Blankenship
August 21—Jeff & JoAnn Benecke
August 28—Aaron Short

Holy Communion
August 7 & 21

September Newsletter Deadline
August 18, 9:00 am

"I don't see the big picture. I don't have a clue.
But I know God does. I'm going to declare that,
even if I don't feel it right now."
— Steven Curtis Chapman

Attendance & Offering
Worship 5-22: $6,491.43
Attendance—113/15/128
Worship : 5-29 $2,760.00
Attendance—67/18/85
Worship : 6-5 $6,372.00
Attendance—69/15/84
Worship : 6-12 $6,027.00
Attendance—97/20/117
Worship : 6-19 $5,075.51
Attendance—51/15/66
Worship : 6-26 $3,693.00
Attendance—80/18/98
Worship : 7-3 $3,495.00
Attendance—60/20/80
Worship : 7-10 $5,318.00
Attendance—77/17/94
Worship : 7-17 $4,901.00
Attendance—68/18/86
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Keep In Your Prayers . . .
Drew Bailey, Jeff Cook, Jan Delaney, Jerry Geiger, Sharon Heckel,
Tamara Hartman, Amy Johns, Bonnie R Lauber, Stan Schmidt, Al Siewert,
Kelsey Wyse, Stu Wyse, Joe Wyse
Our Shut-ins: Rex Detwiler, Louise Wyse
Family & Friends of Steve Meyer who went to his eternal home July 1
Family & Friends of Rex Detweiler who went to his eternal home July 24
Members of the Military and their families in active service for our country;
Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, Patrick Cirenza, Christopher Goertz, Brendon Johns,
Bradley Nilsson, Kasyn Schaffner, Spencer Short
Our College & Seminary Students both away from home and close to home
Our Northwestern Ohio Synod Bishop Daniel Beaudoin and his staff as they carry out the
ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ
St. Martin’s congregation and all involved in the process of calling our next Pastor & Youth
Leader
The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to
carry out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania
Our Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo
Our Country and the nations of the world that all may experience God’s forgiveness and
guidance so that peace may be restored and nations be reconciled
All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers and all who have lost family members & friends
to covid may we know the ever-present grace of God

Pastoral Call Committee . . .
Rich Winzeler, Chairman; Don Spohler, Janet Wyse, Rick Breier, Andrea Avers,
Aden McCarty. Please keep them in your prayers.

Youth Ministry Leader Call Committee . . .
Autumn Benecke, Gabe Short, Janet Wyse, Stan Schmidt, Mark Weaver.
Please keep them in your prayers.

Welcome Place Support Group . . .
The Welcome Place & Caregiver's Support Group will meet Tuesday,
August 2, at 1:00 pm. We will be having a round table discussion
regarding caregiving and other topics.
Our meetings are open to all.
Come join us. Bonnie Lauber, Facilitator 419-445-9516.

Attention Amazon Shoppers!
Did you know that you can have .5% of your eligible purchases from Amazon go to
the charity of your choice?
Simply go to: smile.amazon.com. Your normal sign in should work and then you can
choose where your support should go. We are listed under: St Martin Lutheran
Church (make sure you select Archbold). Thank you for your support.
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From Our Worship Leader, Deacon Steve Basselman . . .
As We Look Forward to a New Program Year…
I’ve had this same theme in my August newsletter articles for years,
and it’s worth repeating. Church musicians avoid the term
“performance” to describe what we do at worship. The word
performance places too much attention on the messenger when it
should be focused on the message. A performance mentality in
worship shifts our priorities from ministering to entertaining, it shifts
our expectations from faithfulness to flashiness, and it shifts our
roles from “channels of grace” to “putting on a happy face.”
“What are you going to perform?” is an obvious question asked as we prepare for a new
fall music season. Jesus was asked the same question in John chapter 6. “What signs
are you going to give us, then, so that we might see it and believe in you? What work
are you performing?” In response Jesus tells them of the bread of life, of the life that it
will give, and of himself, blessed, broken, and given for the life of the world.
Our “performances” give praise to the Lord of life, but they also honor the musical
messengers of the past and they give witness to the creative Spirit who inspires
something new. A newer music text by composer Wayne Wold says:
God is praised in music ancient; liturgies and chants and hymns
Show a God beyond our culture, greater than our passing whims.
God is praised in music modern; new, creative textures, sounds
Show a God beyond our limits, broader than our human bounds
Let us then make music boldly, as an offering true and strong.
God is praised, proclaimed, and honored as we join the eternal song.
Another new text from Evangelical Lutheran Worship #878 “Soli Deo Gloria:”
A billion voices in one great song,
now soft and gently, now deep and strong,
In every culture and style and key,
from hill and valley, with sky and sea,
With Christ we praise you eternally: Soli Deo Gloria!

Looking Ahead…Mark your calendars for Wednesday rehearsals to begin on

September 14 for Chancel and Bell Choir. Yes, a “real” and full
music season. We’re going to make adjustments, but we plan to
have a full and “normal” season!

What about new creativity? Beyond worship and music programming, what’s
your role? I know I keep saying this, but this interim period can be a gift…a chance to
reflect on our ministries and even start something new! What work are you going to
“perform” this year to help St. Martin’s be Welcoming…Working…Witnessing?

Welcome Place News
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Lutheran World Relief Kits . . .
As you begin seeing sales for school needs, St. Martin’s will
start receiving the following items for Lutheran World Relief.
We will be packing them on Rally Day, September 11. Please
place your donations in the Fellowship Hall after August 14.
School Kit:
4 – 70-sheet notebooks wide or college ruled paper 8” X 10½”
1 – 30-centimeter ruler, or centimeters and inches
1 – Pencil sharpener
1 – Blunt scissors
5 – Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
5 – Ballpoint pens (no gel ink)
1 – Box of 24 crayons
1 – 2½” Eraser
Personal Care Kit:
1 – Light to medium-weight, bath-size towel (52” X 27” or smaller), dark color
2 - Bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of soap, original wrapping
1 – Adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging
1 – Sturdy comb, remove packaging
1 – Metal nail clippers (with or without file), remove packaging

Baby Care Kit:
2 – Lightweight cotton t-shirts
2 – Long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (without feet)
2 – Receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton or flannel, or
crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn, up to 52” square
4 – Cloth diapers,
1 – Jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, or include a baby cap
2 – Pairs of socks
1 – Hand towel, dark color recommended
2 – Bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of gentle soap, in original wrapping
2 – Diaper pins or large safety pins

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!
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Congregational Council Minutes—June 9, 2022
St. Martin’s Church Council met on June 9, 2022, with Butch Blankenship, Jo Ann Benecke,
Brenda Shibler, Aaron Short, Gwen Grisier, Jeff Benecke, Stan Schmidt, present.
Butch Blankenship called the meeting to order.
Minutes from May 12, 2022, meeting were reviewed. Motion to accept passed.

Finance/Treasurer's Report:
+May, 2022 report was reviewed. Motion to accept passed.
Deacon Steve Report
+First Communion will be held on June 12 for Alexa Schneider, Violet Schneider, Abby Stevens
+A representative from ELCA Mission Development will be at St. Martin’s on June 26.
+Deacon Steve is “reinventing Confirmation Camp” due to many scheduling conflicts. Youth will
instead participate in classes and day trips this summer.
+Deacon Steve’s time off has been moved to July.

Team/Network Reports
Worship Network
Deacon Steve
Property Team
Amy Blankenship

No Report
No Report

+The lift malfunctioned on Sunday and was fixed. They will be coming back soon for routine
maintenance and yearly inspection.

Education Network

Jen Basselman

No Report

Youth Network:

+Mark Weaver has concluded his time in the youth leadership position after many years of
service. Thank you for your service!

Stewardship Network

Mike Short

No Report

Memorial Committee:

Susan Short

No Report

Evangelism & Outreach Network
Technology Team

Darren Sonnenberg

Darren Sonnenberg

No Report

No Report

Old Business
+Stan Schmidt is in discussion with a local pastor about his wife, who has experience in
children’s ministry, to see if she may be interested in the youth position (s).
+There was discussion of the letter from Fairlawn asking for representation from St. Martin’s.
Butch Blankenship will reach out to Mari Yoder at Fairlawn Haven to find out details and
responsibilities.
+Council revisited the possibility of creating a team to develop a protocol for use of
endowment money. Butch will reach out to Zion in Waterville to see what type of
procedures they utilize.

New Business
+Jo Ann Liechty approached Butch about the fact that St. Martin’s has two licenses for Zoom
due to COVID.

Welcome Place News
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Congregational Council Minutes—June 9, 2022 . . .
New Business
+Cecily Rohr’s submitted requests for funding at three locations, and the following decisions
were made:
-A motion passed to use $5,000.00 from the distributable endowment fund to help with
immediate needs at the Arch Motel/homeless project.
-A motion passed to use $5,000.00 from the distributable endowment fund to assist the
Furniture Ministry with increasing expenses.
-A motion passed to use $1,400.00 from the distributable endowment fund to assist
Friendship House with expenses.
We will seek more information from Darren Sonnenberg about the third annual 5K that is
being planned for Techos Pa’ Mi Gente, and Council will address that request for funds once
additional information about need is known.
Butch was approached about several different opportunities to assist local charities with
funding. Additional information is needed so Council can make an informed decision on these
opportunities.
Church Council will provide the community meal on July 6.
Next scheduled council meeting: July 14, 2022 (regular monthly meeting)
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted, Jo Ann Benecke, Council Secretary

Congregational Council Minutes—July 14, 2022 . .
Butch Blankenship called the meeting to order with Butch Blankenship, Jo Ann Benecke, Brenda
Shibler, Aaron Short, Gwen Grisier, Jeff Benecke and Stan Schmidt present .

Minutes from June 9, 2022, meeting were reviewed. Motion to accept passed.

Finance/Treasurer's Report:

+June, 2022 report was reviewed. Repair was paid for on the elevator lift in church. There
was also a report on the Endowment Fund. Due to the current financial situation in the
world, the Endowment Fund was down $137,071.00 in the first quarter and $338,141.00 in
the second quarter, for a total this year of down $475,212.00. (report found on page 8 of
Newsletter) Motion to accept passed.

Deacon Steve Report
+There will be a gathering for potential new members scheduled for later in July.
+Confirmation Camp will take on a new look this summer with a series of Day Camps on July
27, 28 and 29.

Team/Network Reports
Property Team
Amy Blankenship

No Report

+The property team is continuing to look at options and costs for new HVAC and air purifier for
the church.
+Trees were trimmed and one tree had some hollow spots, so arrangements have been made
to have it evaluated.

Education Network

Jen Basselman

No Report

Youth Network:
Stewardship Network

Mike Short

No Report
No Report

Memorial Committee:

Susan Short

No Report

Welcome Place News

Page 8

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!

Congregational Council Minutes—July 14, 2022 continued . . .
Evangelism & Outreach Network
Technology Team

Darren Sonnenberg
Darren Sonnenberg

No Report
No Report

Old Business
+Stan Schmidt has put together a new advertisement for the youth positions and will get it into
the local papers, synod, internet, etc.
+Fairlawn is looking for a voting member from St. Martin’s on their board. There would be one
meeting a year, email contact, and zero financial obligation. Motion to move forward with a
representative from St. Martin’s passed.
+Butch Blankenship reached out to Zion in Waterville regarding their structure of distributing
Endowment Funds. Jeff Benecke will review the reports and report back to Council on this.
+There was discussion regarding support for the TPMG 5K. A motion passed to donate
$2,500.00 from the Distributable Endowment Fund towards this cause.

New Business
+Butch Blankenship will discuss with Steve Basselman an idea of what the youth program may
look like for fall. Council will have further discussion on this matter.
Next scheduled council meeting: August 11, 2022 (regular monthly meeting)
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jo Ann Benecke, Council Secretary

Welcome Place News
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Planning ahead to Rally Day, September 11 . . .
Outdoor Worship at 9:00am
Brunch following Worship,
approx. 10:00am
Packing LWR Kits—following Brunch

Bible Sunday + 1st Day of Sunday School,
September 18
Worship at 9:00am
Sunday School for all ages –
10:15—11:00am
Activities for all ages
at 11:00am
Sunday School Picnic Lunch
at 11:30am

Welcome Place News
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Fairlawn “Supporting Church” . . .
Fairlawn Retirement Community has extended an invitation to
St. Martin’s to become a “supporting church” on their board.
A few years ago, the trustees amended their by-laws making it possible for
organizations such as ours to join them in a common vision for the care and dignity of
the elderly. As a member we need one representative to serve as a voice and vote at
their annual meeting. The time commitment is minimal with the sharing of emails and
one meeting a year. There are no financial expectations although if our church would
like to contribute to future or on-going projects, that is certainly welcomed. If you are
interested in being our representative, please contact anyone on church council and we
will get you in touch with the appropriate person at Fairlawn.

Summer Welcome Place Wednesday . . .
We are looking for people to help Wednesday host the meals. This can be
for single Wednesday or multiple Wednesdays.
Helpers are also
needed. Meals will be for up to 40 people. They can be simple summer
style meals. Meals are served from 5:15 to 6:00. See Darren Sonnenberg if
you can help.

“Prayer is thinking deeply about something in the presence of God.”
—Wayne Cordeiro
“The beautiful thing about learning is nobody can take it away from you.”
—B.B. King

Welcome Place News
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Something to Think About . . .
Lutheran World Relief Stays!

When a disaster hits — whether it’s a drought, tsunami or civil war —
Lutheran World Relief works over months and years to provide
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief to help people recover and
adjust to new realities.
Natural disasters and conflict-driven emergencies ravage the lives and livelihoods of
hundreds of millions of people each year. While emergencies affect people at all
societal and economic levels, the world’s poorest suffer the most because they have the
fewest resources to prepare for a crisis and the fewest resources to rebuild afterward.
We work hand in hand with vulnerable communities to help rebuild after disaster
strikes as well as avoid or prepare for future disasters.
In the days and weeks after a disaster, we are on the ground helping to meet people’s
immediate needs. And in the months and years following, we are dedicated to working
with them to ensure that they can rebuild better and stronger than before.

Forecast: 100% Goodness!

While Stan Purdum pastored an Ohio church in 1988, the region suffered a major
drought. Congregants who were farmers saw their fields — and livelihoods — dry up
and die. “I was impressed that they didn’t stop attending church and kept giving
offerings,” he says. “A cynic might respond, ‘Well, the farmers don’t want to offend God
and cause him to withhold more rain.’ But I concluded, ‘Look at their remarkable faith.’”
During the drought, Purdum gave a sermon about Elijah challenging the prophets of
Baal (1 Kings 18:20-40). “Like Elijah, we need to hold on to our belief in God’s
goodness,” he preached. “God will again send rain on our land. We will continue to pray
for it. Perhaps it’s too late for this year's crop, and we need to care for the people
affected. But we do so while maintaining our faith in God’s providence.”

The Power of Listening

“The most basic and powerful way to connect to another person is to listen,” says Dr.
Rachel Naomi Remen, author and integrative medicine professor. “Perhaps the most
important thing we ever give each other is our attention.”
Twice in Mark 4, while teaching, Jesus urges, “Let anyone with ears to hear
listen” (verses 9 & 23, NRSV). One way we show what Jesus means to us is by truly
listening to his word — not just hearing sounds but being attentive and intentional.
Likewise, one way we love and serve others is by respectfully listening to them: not
assuming we know what they feel or mean or will say; not planning what to say even as
they’re still speaking, but listening deeply to learn about them and
their experience.
We often think living our faith calls for great accomplishments or
worldwide reach. But Remen says, “A loving silence often has …
power to heal and to connect.” Don’t underestimate something as
basic and doable as listening as a way to practice Christlike love.

Welcome Place News
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Health News for St. Martin’s
from Joan Smith
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Women of St. Martin’s . . .
This Month’s Schedules . . . Mary Martha Circle, August 3 1:00 at
St. Martin’s—Chapter 5 of Unshakable Hope by Max Lucado
+Sewing, August 9 & 23, 9:00-12 Noon

Women of St. Martin’s Board Members . . .

President—Kris Jemmott
Vice President—
Secretary—Amy Blankenship
Treasurer—Brenda Shibler
Mission Action—JoAnn Liechty
Mission Growth—Joyce Winzeler
Mary Martha Circle—
Friendship Circle—Bridget Lovejoy
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study—Gwen Grisier

Women of all ages are invited to join the ladies at 7:00 am Thursday for breakfast Bible
Study at the Home Restaurant.
$725.00 was sent to the Maumee Valley Conference for Missionary Sponsorship!
Thank you to all who continue to support our Missionaries, Dr. Stephen J & Dr. Jodi
Lynn Swanson.

Women of St. Martin’s Sewing Day . . .
Kris Jemmott, Sewing Day Reporter
In July, we packed up 43 quilts that will be sent to Lutheran World Relief along
with the kits that St. Martin’s will pack in September. What a wonderful feeling to
know that these quilts will go to refugees in various parts of the world to provide
warmth and comfort.
Now and through December, we are making quilts for Fulton County Christmas
Cheer. The difference between these quilts and the LWR quilts is that the
Christmas Cheer quilts have batting filler, which makes a warmer quilt since our
folks in Fulton County are surely going to need warm blankets this winter.
If you would like to help make these quilts, we accept all helpers. Training is pretty
simple, and anyone can tie a quilt. It’s a great way to serve the community, and to
love our neighbors.
In August we will meet on August 9th and 23rd, from 9:00 – noon. Or if you want to
help organize the work by coming on Monday night, prior to those days, please check
with JoAnn Liechty to offer your help. We are doing God’s work with our hands, and it’s
fun!

The Ministry of Quilting and of Mending Hearts . . .
To sew is to pray . . . we mend . . . turn things inside out and set things right. We
salvage what we can of human garments and piece the rest into blankets. Sometimes
our stitches stutter and slow . . . Other times the tension in the stitches might be too
tight because of tears, but only we know what emotion went into the making.
– Louise Erdrich, Four Souls

Welcome Place News
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Women of St. Martin’s . . . . .
Kris Jemmott, President
Should We Try To Be More Like Turtles?
by Lisa Plorin

8.16.2018 (A blog on the Women of the ELCA website)

On the second Saturday in August my hometown of Upham, North Dakota, almost
doubles in size! Now, before you get too bewildered, the population of Upham is around
120 people. So why do these extra 120 or so people come to Upham, a town with only
a mile-long block of paved streets? They come to attend and take part in our annual
Turtle Races, and 2018 marked our 39th annual race. The Turtle Races are the
brainchild of Muriel Burlog who used to run a little café when our population was around
300 folks. Who knew this little event would still be going on with such enthusiasm
today? In a typical race, 10 turtles (all turtles are caught from local rivers then released
following the races) are corralled within a circular cylinder. Once the cylinder is lifted,
the turtles are off to the races. The first turtle to cross the finish lines wins that heat of
the race, and it competes with about 20 other turtles that won their heat. The turtle that
wins the final heat wins the championship, and its owner is awarded a trophy.
Before the races, we hold games and other fun events for the children, and my church,
New Hope Lutheran Congregation, serves a community dinner for all.
Slow And Steady Wins the Race
It can get pretty exciting to see which turtle will go the fastest, but usually slow and
steady wins the race. It’s that way in life, don’t you think? It seems we’re always in a
rush. In a rush to get the job done, in a rush to get through the grocery store, in a rush
to lose weight. Rush, rush, rush.
But turtles don’t rush! God’s word tells us to be steady, diligent and determined for the
race set before us. “And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us fixing
our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith” (Hebrews 12:1b-2a, NIV)
Our walk on earth mirrors this verse in Hebrews. God has a lot to say about the race
we are running. Those turtles, slowly making their way to the finish line, are keeping
their eye on the prize. And we need to keep our eyes firmly fixed on Jesus. God is
running a race right alongside us, helping us persevere. Each day will be different;
some will be easy, some hard. Some days we may need to walk and other days run like
the wind. And much like the turtle, there will be days that we need to crawl or even let
God carry us.
But fixing our eye on Jesus by being diligent and persistent will bring us success.
Jesus is the one who will see us to the finish line.
Lisa Plorin of Upham, N.D., is president of the Women of the ELCA’s executive board.
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People, Places, Projects . . .
by Cecily Rohrs

People, Places and Projects by Cecily Rohrs
Dennis & Tanya Howell’s Retirement Spot!
After about ten years of looking for their ideal retirement spot, Dennis and Tanya Howell
have found it and as you read this, the two will already be settled in their home in Hayesville,
North Carolina. The number one requirement was that the home be on the water. Many spots
held potential, especially the Ozarks, but when they found the house in Hayesville they knew it
was the right spot.
It won’t take long for the personable couple to know everyone in their new community. The
town of fewer than 500 is on the far western edge of North Carolina just north of the Georgia
border. And most importantly it has a big lake, Lake Chatuge!
Tanya was born and raised in Toledo and Dennis spent the first 14 years of his life in North
Carolina. But both found themselves as high schoolers in the Bryan/Stryker/Archbold area
because of the job transfers of their fathers. Tanya was working at the Panthers Den in Stryker
when she served lunch to the young, long-haired Dennis. But she spilled pop on her customer
and didn’t think she’d ever overcome the embarrassment. But she did and they were married at
First Lutheran in Stryker on July 10, 1976.
Although Dennis had been raised in the Methodist tradition and their two sons, Kyle and
Ryan were baptized in that tradition, the family has been active at St. Martins for many, many
decades. (Tanya’s childhood church was Redeemer Lutheran, which should ring a bell for
readers as it’s a congregation we support because of their outstanding outreach ministry.)
Dennis was hired as a lab tech at Archbold’s water treatment plant in 1976. From that spot
he rose through the ranks and at his retirement, he had served as the Village Administrator for
18 years. Tanya recently retired after 29 years in customer service for Sauder Woodworking.
And, since both their boys played football and wrestled while students at Archbold, Dennis and
Tanya took their seats among the loyal Bluestreak fans.
In our congregation we seem to sit in neighborhoods and Dennis and Tanya’s usual
neighborhood was about a third of the way back on the south side of the church. Tanya’s
positive outlook and bouncy dark curls brought joy wherever she served. She was active in the
Friendship Circle, served on the board of Women of the Church, and enjoyed helping in the
kitchen for Welcome Place Wednesday meals, Bible Schools, and the Senior Dinners. Dennis
served several terms on church council and enjoyed being in the church choir and we knew
when he sang, when that selection was one of his favorites!
Their lives in Archbold and the church included both high and low points, but they agreed,
they’re leaving with nothing but happy memories of the great people here that they’ve shared
life’s journey with. Dennis says the community is a “very, very business-friendly place and the
stability of the community has lots to do with its success.”
With Dennis’ sister in Hospice Care in Perrysburg they don’t know
when they’ll be catching a plane to briefly come back to the area. The
grandparents of two have sold their home at 104 Charles Street in town
and on Sunday, July 24th they planned to be opening the door at 140
Berrong Dr., Hayesville, N.C. 28904.
“Go in Peace! Serve the Lord!”
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August
Anniversaries

August
Birthdays
1—Milla Kohv
2—Keri Andrews
Marshall Campbell
3—Rylan Nagel
4—Brianna Breier
Wyatt Gericke
Michelle Robinson
Donovan Ziegler
8—Gina Benecke
9—Jessica Gericke
10—Adam Grisier
11—Sarah Buchhop
Britney Morris
13—Don Spohler
14—Michael Robinson
Karen Stevenson
15—Jackson Delaney
Jessica Short
17—Lisa Holley
18—Linda Parnell
19—Amie Maynard
Chris Phelps
20—Larry Corbin
Jillian Schweitzer
Corryn Short
Collin Trudel
21—Keith Sevey
22—Stu Wyse
23—Cailyn Badenhop
24—Cameron Collins
25—Jayma Bailey
27—Ryan Heckel
Max Miller
28—Sheyanne Boyd
Madeline Short
30—Sharon Liechty

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!

5—Dana & Peg Bjorlin
7—Dan & Gina Benecke
10—Landon & Rachel Wyse
12—Matt & Amy Maynard
16—Jerry & Cecily Rohrs
26—Karl & Jill Campbell
Al & Lois Siewert

Friends With Binoculars

At a beautiful outdoor wedding reception in the
Colorado foothills, a group of us noticed a family
of black bears on the next hill. We were so
excited because we’d never seen them in the
wild! When some friends grabbed binoculars
from their car, however, we realized the creatures were
merely grazing cows.
Now I tell this story whenever I’m asked what exciting
wildlife I’ve encountered in the mountains. It gets a good
laugh but also reminds me that I desperately need friends
with binoculars. Instead of surrounding myself with people
who automatically agree with me and don’t challenge my
perceptions, I need friends in my life who search with me
for answers, accuracy and truth. Let’s all be on the
“lookout” for friends with binoculars!
—Janna Firestone
The Miracle of Summer
A team of Sunday school teachers faced
boisterous youngsters on Rally Day, the start
of a new education year. Because kids were
reuniting after a break, they were eager to
chat about vacations. To restore order, a
teacher asked the children to take turns
sharing a favorite Bible verse, story or miracle. One, who
still had summer on the brain, exclaimed, “I like the time
when everybody loafs and fishes!”

Good News from the Welcome Place is the newsletter of St. Martin’s Lutheran Church,
Archbold. Ohio. This non-profit corporation is part of the Northwestern Ohio Synod, Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. Good News from the Welcome Place is published 11 times per
year during the last week of the month. Average circulation per issue is 260 copies. Entered as
3rd class matter, Archbold, Ohio.

9:00—Worship

28

Holy Communion

9:00—Worship

21

Blessing of the
Backpacks

9:00—Worship

14

Holy Communion

9:00—Worship

7

Women’s Breakfast @
Home Restaurant

Men’s Breakfast @
McDonald’s

Sun

August, 2022

29

22

15

8
6:30—Men’s Breakfast
9:00—Sewing
5:00—Community Meal

9

6:30—Men’s Breakfast
1:00—Parkinson’s Group
5:00—Community Meal

Tue
2

5:15—WPW Meal
6:00—WPW Worship

10

1:00—Mary Martha Circle
5:15—WPW Meal
6:00—WPW Worship

Wed
3

6:30—Men’s Breakfast
5:00—Community Meal

30

6:30—Men’s Breakfast
9:00—Sewing
8:30—Newsletter Mailing
5:00—Community Meal

23

6:30—Men’s Breakfast
5:00—Community Meal

16

5:15—WPW Meal
6:00—WPW Worship

31

5:15—WPW Meal
6:00—WPW Worship

24

5:15—WPW Meal
6:00—WPW Worship

17

7:00—Women’s Breakfast
9:00—Bulletin Deadline

25

7:00—Women’s Breakfast
9:00—Bulletin Deadline
9:00—Newsletter Deadline

18

7:00—Women’s Breakfast
9:00—Bulletin Deadline
7:00—Church Council

11

7:00—Women’s Breakfast
9:00—Bulletin Deadline

Thu
4

203 S. Defiance Street Archbold, OH 43502

ELCA Churchwide Assembly, Columbus, OH August 8-12

Mon
1

St. Martin’s Lutheran Church

26

19

12

Fri
5

27

20

13

Sat
6
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