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Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship – 9:00 am
In Person & Live broadcast
Wednesday Worship—6:00 pm

Welcome Place
Wednesday
5:15—Meal
6:00—WPW Worship
6:30—Catechism
6:30—Adult Small Group
Music: Bells-6:30, Vocal-7:30

October 30
Reformation
Sunday
What’s happening at St. Martin’s . . .
Worship Service: Sunday 9:00 am, Wednesday 6:00 pm
Sunday School for all ages 10:20, Adults, 10:30
Sunday: Live broadcasts Facebook Live and later on YouTube.
Links & bulletins for live broadcasts are on the church’s website.
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Building The Welcome Place

Who Are We? We are The Welcome Place
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
– Romans 15:7

What Is Our Mission As A Church And As Members? WWW
We are…Welcoming friends and strangers with God’s love.
Working to build deeper relationships with Jesus.
Witnessing to share God’s love with everyone
What Is Our Vision Of Who God Wants Us To Be? ORG
People who are serving…One Real God,
living One real faith,
making One real difference.
How Do We Remind Ourselves?
www.the-welcome-place.org

Welcome to worship and join us in building The Welcome Place Jesus calls us to be.

From the Church Office . . .
Worship Assistants
Altar Guild—
Michelle Collins, Robin Trudel
Sound Team—
Noah Blankenship, Bill Phelps,
Darren Sonnenberg, Tracy Ziegler
Usher Team Leader—
Jim Wyse
Offering Counters
October 2—Stan Schmidt
October 9—Butch Blankenship
October 16—Jeff & Jo Ann Benecke
October 23—Aaron Short
October 30—Gwen Grisier

Holy Communion
October 2, 16, 30

Newsletter Deadline
October 20, 9:00 am
“If you feel like you’re losing everything,
remember that trees lose their leaves every
year and they still stand tall and wait for better
days to come.”
—Unknown

Attendance & Offering
Worship 8-21: $5,504.43
Attendance—84/18/102
Worship 8-28 $4,164.00
Attendance—73/15/88
Worship 9-4 $4,578.00
Attendance—82/16/98
Worship 9-11 $3,712.00
Attendance—64/17/81
Worship 9-18 $4,837.49
Attendance—103/16/119
RAINBOW—
The Rainbow
represents
God’s
pardon and his promises. It
also
symbolizes
his
reconciliation
to
faithful
Christians. After the Flood, God
placed a rainbow in the sky as
a symbol of his promise to
never destroy the earth that
way again (Genesis 9:12-16). A
rainbow can also represent the
throne of Christ, as well as his
glory and final judgment.

Welcome Place News

Page 3

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!

Keep In Your Prayers . . .
Jeff Cook, Jan Delaney, Jerry Geiger, Sharon Heckel, Tamara Hartman,
Amy Johns, Bonnie R Lauber, Al Siewert, Jonathan Siewert, Kelsey Wyse,
Joe Wyse
Homebound: Louise Wyse, Steward Wyse
Members of the Military and their families in active service for our country;
Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, Patrick Cirenza, Christopher Goertz, Brendon Johns,
Bradley & Victoria Nilsson, Kennedy Hartung, Ashtyn Frederick, Kasyn Schaffner,
Spencer Short
Our College & Seminary Students both away from home and close to home
Our Northwestern Ohio Synod Bishop Daniel Beaudoin and his staff as they carry out the
ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ
St. Martin’s congregation and all involved in the process of calling our Youth Leader
The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martin’s Companion Congregation, may they continue to
carry out God’s ministry and mission in Tanzania
Our Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo
Our Country and the nations of the world that all may experience God’s forgiveness and
guidance so that peace may be restored and nations be reconciled
All First Responders, Hospital Staff, Caregivers and all who have lost family members & friends
to covid may we know the ever-present grace of God
All experiencing losses from natural disasters all over the world

Welcome Place Support Group . . .
The Welcome Place Support Group will be meeting Tuesday, Oct. 4, at
1:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The meeting will consist of open
discussions about topics the group will choose.
The November meeting will have Dr. Andrew Emch who will speak on
things that can damage the Eye.
Come join us.
Bonnie Lauber, Facilitator 419-445-9516.

Thank You . . .
Thank you to everyone for their prayers, cards and expressions of
sympathy at my Mom's (Doris Koerner) death. You will never know how
much they meant to me.
Peg Bjorlin
Dear friend, God may send you some valuable gifts wrapped in unattractive
paper. But do not worry about the wrappings, for you can be sure that inside
he has hidden treasures of love, kindness and wisdom. If we will simply take
what he sends and trust him for the blessings inside, we will learn the
meaning of the secrets of his providence, even in times of darkness.
—A.B. Simpson
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From Our Worship Leader, Deacon Steve Basselman . . .
Join the Conversation . . .
Worship is like a conversation. Throughout the seasons in the life of
the Church, there is a musical and spiritual conversation going on. If
we are engaged in worship, then it’s like we are participating in this
conversation. Each worship service happens because composers sat down with Bible
stories, psalms or other religious texts, and entered into a creative conversation with
what they read and listened as to how it was speaking to them.
The work of those composers allows us to engage in meaningful worship. During
rehearsals, directors and musicians enter into a conversation with the work of those
composers. And finally, we (the congregation) add our part by listening and we continue
that conversation with others. Thus, the conversation goes on: Bible story, composer,
musician, and listener all add their own hearts and minds—all in conversation together.
The way worship impacts us is individually very different. Our individual faith journey
provides a lens that each of us uses to develop our unique response to what was just
experienced. If each of us talked to each other about the meaning, mood and message
of a biblical or song text, the conversation might go like this: “I hear it this way,” says
one listener. “I appreciate that, but I also hear this,” says another; and so on.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (German Lutheran pastor martyred during World War II) offers one
of my favorite quotes: “It is not that you are singing, but it is the church that is singing,
and you, as a member of it, may share in its song.” By sharing in the church’s song and
by having a conversation about it, we might find ourselves blessed by another person’s
insights.

Since our Sunday worship happens before Sunday School, we have a great opportunity
to flow right into a lively conversation about our unique insights. If you aren’t in the habit
of attending a Sunday School class, I would recommend the Worship Rewind class.
And if you want to consider how to put that insight into
action, jump in with Cecily Rohrs’ class. Join the
conversation! Worship Rewind meets in the Library and
Cecily’s class meets in the Fellowship Hall and both meet
at 10:30.

Welcome Place News
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Congregational Council Minutes—September 15, 2022 . .
St. Martin’s Church Council met on September 15, 2022, with Butch Blankenship, Jo Ann
Benecke, Brenda Shibler, Aaron Short, Jeff Benecke, Steve Basselman, Stan Schmidt and Amy
Blankenship present.
Butch Blankenship called the meeting to order. Stan Schmidt led devotions and prayer.
Minutes from August 11, 2022, minutes were reviewed. Motion to accept passed.
A letter was received from Habitat for Humanity seeking donations for a local project. It was
discussed and will be published in the newsletter to see if congregational members would like to
contribute.

Finance/Treasurer's Report:

August 2022 report was reviewed, highlighting cost of $178.00 for a youth position ad in the
Crescent News, cost of $618.23 for day trip expenses for Confirmation, cost of $443.62 for
Sunday School curriculum, cost of $2,857.50 for repair of HVAC system by Campbell for six
month maintenance agreement, and a note that lawn care costs have increased significantly
and that will need to be considered when developing next years’ budget. Motion to accept
passed.

Property Team

Amy Blankenship

Amy Blankenship presented information on some projects needing to be addressed on St.
Martin’s properties. The stained glass windows in the church are in disrepair. Amy received a
quote from David Wiskirchen to re-glaze, waterproof, do some repair and install new storm
windows. Cost for the 6 south facing windows and the north window will be $26,400.00. A
motion was made for Amy Blankenship to present this to the congregation with additional
information for approval of this expenditure. Motion passed.
Amy also discussed some needed repairs on the Johnson Property. A new front window and
new porch enclosure are needed due to water damaged wood. Also, there is some new
flashing needed as well as replacement of the front steps due to deteriorating mortar which is
creating a safety hazard. Council discussed and will pay for capital improvements, splitting over
this year and next.
Amy also presented information on the HVAC A/C units. They are at the end of their life and
will need to be replaced soon. Amy will establish a committee to research options, get quotes,
and report back to council.

Deacon Steve Report

Deacon Steve advised that he will have additional new members set to join St. Martin’s in
October, and also that Pastor Dana Bjorlin will be doing visitations in November.

Team/Network Reports
Education Network

Jen Basselman

No Report

Youth Network:
Stewardship Network

Mike Short

No Report
No Report

Memorial Committee:

Susan Short

No Report

Evangelism & Outreach Network Darren Sonnenberg
Technology Team
Darren Sonnenberg

No Report
No Report

Old Business
+Stan Schmidt updated Council that the committee has interviewed a candidate for the youth
positions and would like to recommend this individual for the position. Butch Blankenship,
Aaron Short and Stan Schmidt will be working on a wage and benefit package so we can
move forward as quickly as possible .

Welcome Place News
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Congregational Council Minutes—September 15, 2022 . .
New Business
Aaron Short will be seeking candidates to fill positions on Council as well and possibly the
Endowment Committee. Council positions would include Treasurer and a possible Member
-At-Large.
Deacon Steve Basselman discussed that he is still willthe initial stages of the TEEM
process to begin work towards his ordination. He advised that the application for the Fund
for Leadership assistance through the ELCA for the coming year has already closed.
Once he has a better idea of what costs will be, Council will discuss options as well as
possible scholarships through St. Martin’s that may be able to assist Deacon Steve with
costs
Next scheduled council meeting: October 13, 2022 (regular monthly meeting)
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jo Ann Benecke, Council Secretary

TPMG Virtual 5k Run/Walk/Bike!
Darren Sonnenberg

Techos Pa’ Mi Gente, (TPMG) which translated means “roofs for my
people” is sponsoring a 5k again this year. They are the mission
organization we went through to put roofs on for three years in Puerto
Rico. This Virtual 5k run/walk/bike will raise money for more roofs. St.
Martin’s is helping with the materials for the race; event metals, bibs, Tshirts, and shipping. This will be held for the remembrance of the 5 th
anniversary of Hurricane Maria September 20th, 2017. All proceeds will
go to build more roofs.
I am organizing a run/walk/bike here at St. Martin if anyone wants to do the 5k
together. The date will be Sunday November 6 th at 2:00. Any questions just call or
email me. I can help you.
Register at this link and the registration fee will go to TPMG. Sign up for the virtual
Raise the Roof 5K race.
https://en.tpmgcorp.org/5k

Darren Sonnenberg
(419)446-8244
sonnberg@rtecexpress.net

Taking Awe Breaks . . .

Many of us are juggling so many things that we are run by our lives rather than living
them as gifts from God. What if we could learn to stop for a moment many times a day?
What if in those moments we could decide to notice the sheer miracle of being alive?
We would then be taking awe breaks instead of coffee breaks.

—Gunilla Norris, Weavings, July/August 2008

Welcome Place News
Ending August 31, 2022
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Health News for St. Martin’s
from Joan Smith
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Page 12

God’s Work . . . Our Hands!

Women of St. Martin’s . . .
This Month’s Schedules . . .
+Mary Martha Circle, October 5 1:00 at St. Martin’s—Chapter 7 of
Unshakable Hope by Max Lucado
+Sewing, September 11, 25, 9:00-12 Noon

Women of St. Martin’s Board Members . . .

President—Kris Jemmott
Vice President—
Secretary—Amy Blankenship
Treasurer—Brenda Shibler
Mission Action—JoAnn Liechty
Mission Growth—Joyce Winzeler
Mary Martha Circle—
Friendship Circle—Bridget Lovejoy
Women’s Breakfast Bible Study—Gwen Grisier

Women of all ages are invited to join the ladies at 7:00 am Thursday for breakfast Bible
Study at the Home Restaurant.

From Deb Schmidt, St. Martin’s Librarian. . .
FALL into Reading at St. Martins!
Check out our NEW BOOKS shelf in the upstairs Adult Library where you
will find a new Anne Graham Lotz book titled “Jesus in Me”. A few years
after her husband’s death, her father, Billy Graham, died. Six months later, Anne
received a serious medical diagnosis. Her constant companion was the Holy Spirit and
she shares how we can rely on Him and get to know Jesus better through Him. The
Holy Spirit is the often overlooked third person of the Trinity and this book helps us
understand and utilize Him as our Comforter, Counselor, Advocate, and Friend.
Also recently added is the Rose Visual Bible Study, “The Twelve Disciples”.
What do you really know about these regular guys Jesus chose? What can
we learn from them and what does it mean for us to be disciples of Christ?
Designed for personal or group use, you will discover the answers to these
questions in this study.
Remember you do not have to sign out a book – just take and return when done.

Living In The Present . . .

During Martin Luther’s great struggle to reform the church in the 16th century, the Holy
Roman Emperor sought to silence him. So he spent some lonely months in Wartburg
Castle under protective custody. There, as he fought despair, Luther scribbled the
words “I am baptized” on his desktop as a reminder that he was living according to an
ongoing call from God. He did not write, “I was baptized” but used the present-tense
verb. For he rightly understood that in his baptism, God had adopted him as his son,
and no human could take that from him.
Later, in his Large Catechism, Luther wrote: “To be baptized in God’s name is to be
baptized not by human beings but by God himself. Although it is performed by human
hands, it is nevertheless truly God’s own act.”
—from The Wired Word

Welcome Place News
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Women of St. Martin’s . . . . .
Kris Jemmott, President
Oh, The Many Hats We Wear by Linda Post Bushkofsky
From the WELCA web-site blog posted 5/26/2022
Reading: Philippians 4:6-7. Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and
praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a
sense of God’s wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come and settle you down.
It’s wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your life. (The
Message)
Several years ago, when Prince Charles and Camilla Parker Bowles were married, much was
written about the hats worn by guests. Anna Pickard of the London newspaper, The Guardian,
wrote a weblog on what was the biggest millinery event of that social season. Pickard described
the hat of Trudie Styler, the wife of the musician Sting, as looking “like the sort of thing you
could train hamsters to jump through.” Yikes! Sophie, Countess of Wessex, was reported to be
“wearing what from this angle looks like an upturned galvanized bucket.” Uh oh. Of course, the
showstopper was the hat worn by the new Duchess of Cornwall – a gold-ostrich feather hat
tipped with Swarovski diamond crystals. In what might only happen in hat-happy England,
the Times of London reported that the bride had six fittings for her outfit and 10 for her hat!
The biggest millinery event here on this side of the pond might be the Kentucky Derby. If you
missed the spectacle at the 148th running of the Derby, you can check out lots of hat photos
online. One reviewer described the race as including “collection of wild, wonderful hats that
were both imaginative and beautiful.”
I have a few hats in my closet – but certainly, nothing to rival Camilla’s or any of those seen at
the Kentucky Derby. These amazing hats got me thinking: as disciples of Jesus, we wear many
hats. As an ode to our faith-inspired millinery, if you will, I offer up the following litany that I wrote
a few years ago for my congregational unit.
A litany for the many hats we women wear
We give you thanks, gracious God, for all the beauty in our lives – the toothy grin of a child,
the striking song of a cardinal, the delicate flowers of lilacs, the wrinkles of an aging hand. Ever
adorn us, O God, with skimmers and bonnets that we can wear for no other reason than
their sheer beauty.
We confess our failure to care for all of creation that you have entrusted to us, and our
willingness to look away from hunger and need and brokenness. Forgive our sins, O God,
and keep us from hiding under hoods and veils that mask reality and prevent us from
confronting injustice.
We may not all be educators, gracious God, but many turn to us looking for answers, seeking
advice, and asking for help. Keep our mortarboards on straight, O God, that we might offer
wisdom and understanding to our families, friends, and co-workers.
Healing God, many we know and love are suffering today, from abuse, addiction, or illness.
We pause now to remember those in our lives in need of care…. (you are invited to name those
in need, either silently or out loud) When we are called to put on the nurse’s cap, aid us, O
God, to assist in bringing about the healing of body, mind, and spirit.
The challenges and trials we face, gracious God, are sometimes overwhelming. We pause
now to remember the matters that weigh heavily on our hearts and minds this day…. (you are
invited to offer petitions silently or out loud) Gird us, O God, with hard hats and helmets to
protect us when everything is falling in around us.
We give you thanks, gracious God, for all the roles to which we as women are called: baptized
child of God, daughter, sister, mother, aunt, wife, partner, friend, teacher, nurturer.
Sustain, strengthen, and support us, O God, all the days of our lives. Amen.
Oh, The Many Hats We Wear by Linda Post Bushkofsky
From the WELCA web-site blog posted 5/26/2022
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October
Anniversaries

October
Birthdays

2—Kate Rettig
3—Lindsay Baden
Kiel Thatcher
4—Alice Geiger
5—Deb Schmidt
9—Drew Bailey
12—Shawn Liechty
14—Mason Conway
Amanda Jemmott
Joshua Meyers
15—Terry Morton
17—Jonah Wukotich
18—Susan Short
Whitney Wyse
20—Chao Cui
21—Joyce Winzeler
24—Cindy Wyse
25—Bill Phelps
26—James Hayes
28—David Wyse
29—Tom Keim
Jace Meyer
30—Pam Meyers
31—Gwen Grisier
Thana Hartman

9—David & Colleen Manahan
11—Calvin & Lauren (Rupp) Ice
13—Mike & Joan Meyer
Collin & Allison Trudel
16—Glenn & Kay Badenhop
17—Tom & Sandy Thatcher
18—Jacob & Collyn Badenhop
19—Larry & Phyllis Corbin
21—Tom & Brenda Avers
24—Greg & Nona Rupp
28—Paul & Judy Wyse

Cents-ible stewardship
During a children’s sermon, the
pastor gave each child two pennies
and told them to put one in each hand.
“With full hands,” he asked, “how
would you do other things, like drink a
glass of juice?” They’d have to let go
of one penny. (Likewise, adults must be willing to “let go”
of material goods and desires to worship God alone.)
The pastor let the children keep the coins. When my 5year-old returned to her seat, I suggested she could put
them in the offering. Her quite loud response was, “NO! I
need more money!” (Maybe my at-home talks about
generosity — not to mention the kids message — hadn’t
sunk in?) Granted, giving is a tough concept, even for
grown-ups. But adults would gladly give away “worthless”
pennies.
When the offering plate came by, my daughter put in her
pennies all by herself. “Now maybe some little girl can eat
tonight,” she said. God’s prompting may take some time to
change our hearts. But may we all give so freely and give
up what seems important at the time.
—Julie Lee

Good News from the Welcome Place is the newsletter of St. Martin’s Lutheran Church,
Archbold. Ohio. This non-profit corporation is part of the Northwestern Ohio Synod, Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. Good News from the Welcome Place is published 11 times per
year during the last week of the month. Average circulation per issue is 260 copies. Entered as
3rd class matter, Archbold, Ohio.
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