Thanksgiving Eve Worship
ST. MARTIN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH + ZION MENNONITE CHURCH
November 23, 2022 - 7:00 pm

Regular text is spoken by the Worship Leader
Bold text is spoken by the Congregation

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
“Now Thank We All Our God”
arr. by S. Basselman

WELCOME
GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:13)
And also with you.
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we humbly thank you for your goodness to us and to
all that you have made. We give you thanks… …through Jesus Christ our Savior and
Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be all worship and praise, now and forever.
Amen

“NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD”

OPENING HYMN
Please Stand
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ZION & ST. MARTIN’S CHOIRS

“Autumn Carol”

arr. R. Schulz-Widmar

Sing to the Lord of harvest, sing songs of love and praise;
with joyful hearts and voices your alleluias raise.
In God the rolling seasons in steadfast order move;
sing to the Lord of harvest a joyous song of love.
The clouds break forth with raining, the deserts bloom and spring,
the hills leap up in gladness, the valleys laugh and sing.
God fills them with abundance, and nature’s gifts increase;
The year is crowned with goodness, with plenty and with peace.
Bring to this sacred altar the gifts his goodness gave,
the golden sheaves of harvest, the souls Christ died to save.
Your hearts lay down in offering as at his feet you fall,
With holy lives adore him who gave his life for all.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
PSALM 95:1-7
1

O come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
3
For the LORD is a great God and a great King above all gods.
4
In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
5
The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
6
O come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
7
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING

Colossians 4:2-6

2

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time,
pray for us as well, that God will open to us a door for the word, that we may declare the
mystery of Christ, for which I am in prison, 4 so that I may reveal it clearly, as I should.
5
Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time. 6 Let your
speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to
answer everyone.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
4

“FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH”

HYMN
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MESSAGE

PASTOR SUE SHORT

HYMN OF THE DAY – Please Stand

“THANK YOU, LORD”
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WE RESPOND TO THE WORD
PROFESSION OF FAITH – Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

SHARING OF THE PEACE
Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with
one another, live in peace. (2 Corinthians 13:11) The peace of the Lord be with you
always.

And also with you.
We greet one another with the words “Peace be with you”.
After the peace has been shared, please be seated for the offering.

OFFERING OF GIFTS
“Come, You Thankful People, Come” – arr. A. Terego
Anita, Kate & Leah Roth
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each prayer petition ends:

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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WE ARE SENT TO SERVE
CLOSING HYMN
Verses 1, 2 & 3

“ALL PRAISE TO THEE, MY GOD, THIS NIGHT”
All in Harmony

Verse 4
4 part canon on Melody
Group 1 = higher women’s voices
Group 2 = lower women’s voices
Group 3 = higher men’s voices
Group 4 = lower men’s voices
(Please allow all groups to finish before continuing with Verse 5)
Verse 5

All in unison
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“The Lord Bless You and Keep You”

CHORAL BENEDICTION

Peter Lutkin

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!

Thanks be to God!
“Fanfare”

POSTLUDE

– by S. C.S. Lang

+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+
Welcome to St. Martin’s Lutheran Church! We are a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
Sunday Worship: 9:00am + Sunday School: 10:20am
Wednesday Informal Worship: 6:00pm
www.the-welcome-place.org
We extend a Christian greeting to our friends from Zion Mennonite Church for
their presence and participation in worship through music and preaching. We have
held these Thanksgiving Eve worship services together since 2005. Thanks be to
God for our continued partnership in the Gospel.
Tonight’s offering has been designated for the local FISH Food Pantry.

Worship Participants:
Pastor Sue Short, Zion Mennonite Church
Deacon Steve Basselman, Organist, Choir Director, St. Martin’s Lutheran Church
Duane Beck, Choir Director, Zion Mennonite Church
Anita, Kate & Leah Roth, Trumpets, Zion Mennonite Church
Brenda Avers, Diana Ziegler, Diane Phelps, Melanie Nagel, Handbells

Everyone is invited for a time of fellowship in our Fellowship Hall
following the worship service.
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