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PALM SUNDAY  нSUNDAY OF THE PASSION         April 2, 2023 
On this day, the Church celebrates Jesusô triumphant entry into Jerusalem before he was 

betrayed and handed over to be crucified.  We begin our service with shouts of ñHosannaò 

(meaning: ñLord, save usò) and gradually turn our thoughts to his suffering and death as we 

prepare for Holy Week. 
 
 

Regular text spoken by the Worship Leader 
Congregational response in the bold print 

 
 

THE CONGREGATION STANDS*  AND JOINS THE CALL TO WORSHIP AS IT BEGINS. 
 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP ï Please Stand 
Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest!  (the above lines are repeated as necessary) 
 

*BELL CHOIR & PALM PROCESSION   ñCelebration in Cò M. Keller 
 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them high you everlasting doors; 

that the King of glory may come in. (Psalm 24) 
 

*MATTHEW 21:1-11 ï please participate in the reading by responding with the bold print 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will send 
them immediately." 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, 
saying, 
5"Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and 

mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the 

colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

 "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" 11The 
crowds were saying,  

"This is the prophet Jesus, of Nazareth in Galilee." 
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* PROCESSIONAL HYMN               "All Glory, Laud and Honorò 
 

Please wave your palm branches as we sing the hymn 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest! 
We praise you, O God, for your redemption of the world through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed Messiah and 
King by those who spread garments and branches along his way.  Bless these 
branches and those who carry them.  Grant us grace to follow him in the way of the 
cross, so that, dying and rising with him, we enter into your kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen! 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
FIRST READING              Zechariah 9:9-12 

9 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of 
Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having 
salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey. 10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-
horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will 
proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to 
sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you, 

because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will free your prisoners from the 
waterless pit. 12 Return to your fortress, O prisoners of hope; even now I announce 
that I will restore twice as much to you. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING            Isaiah 50:4-9a  

4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain 
the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakensðwakens my ear to listen as 
those who are taught. 

5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 
6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the 

beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 
7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my 

face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is 
near. 
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Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 
9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
THIRD READING                   Philippians 2:5-11 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus; 
6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 

something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being 
born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death ð even death on a cross.  

9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
MESSAGE           ñLeading the Way with Palm Sunday Faithò 
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*GOSPEL READING            Matthew 27:11-26 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 27th chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

11Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, ñAre you the 
King of the Jews?ò Jesus said, ñYou say so.ò 12But when he was accused by the chief 
priests and elders, he did not answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, ñDo you not hear how 
many accusations they make against you?ò 14But he gave him no answer, not even to 
a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
  15Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called 
Jesus Barabbas. 17So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, ñWhom do you 
want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?ò 
18For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19While he 
was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, ñHave nothing to do with 
that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about 
him.ò 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for 
Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21The governor again said to them, ñWhich of the 
two do you want me to release for you?ò And they said, ñBarabbas.ò 22Pilate said to 
them, ñThen what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?ò All of them said, 
ñLet him be crucified!ò 23Then he asked, ñWhy, what evil has he done?ò But they 
shouted all the more, ñLet him be crucified!ò 
  24So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, 
he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ñI am innocent 
of this manôs blood; see to it yourselves.ò 25Then the people as a whole answered, 
ñHis blood be on us and on our children!ò 26So he released Barabbas for them; and 
after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

While he was in the form of God, he did not regard equality with God as something 
to be grasped,  

But he made himself nothing, and took on the very nature of a servant. 
 

Being born in human likeness and being found in human form he humbled himself. 

And he became obedient to deathðeven death on a cross. 
(Philippians 2:6-8) 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY      ñJesus I Will Ponder Nowò 

1 

2 

3 

4 
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*PRAYER ON THE WAY OF THE CROSS 
Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me." In the name of Jesus, we pray:  

Lord, help us to take up our cross and follow you. 
  

You stood before Pilate, your life condemned, your word rejected, innocence ignored:  

Keep us from rejecting your word of truth and salvation. 
 

You carried your cross on the wounds of your back, for love of us and for all the 
world.  

Help us to bear our cross, for love of you and for love of others. 
 

The weight of your cross was the weight of our sins which make us stumble and fall.  

In our weakness, we turn to you for strength.  
  

Although you suffered, you still reached out to care for your mother.  

May our cross-bearing never keep us from caring for our families. 
(Silence for personal prayer) 

 
  

As you struggled to bear your cross to Calvary, a passerby was drafted to help you.  

Make us as ready as Simon to bear the burdens of those in need. 
  

Others also took risks to comfort you.  

Strengthen our faith to take loving risks for our needy brothers and 
sisters.  

(Silence for personal prayer) 

 
  

Sin weighed heavily upon you as you stumbled along the way.  

Forgive us, Lord, for the sins which make us fall.  
  

Your suffering under the cross caused the women of Jerusalem to weep.  

Make our suffering in life a share in your suffering.  
  

The full burden of our sin crushed you mightily to the earth.  

Do not forsake us in our falling, but bring us to repentance and faith. 
(Silence for personal prayer) 

 
  

Stripped and jeered, you endured humiliation without complaint.  

Humble us in our work and daily lives.  
  

Nailed to the cross, you took your place among the condemned.  

Take your place beside us sinners, and bring us through faith to the 
paradise of God.  

 (Silence for personal prayer)  Ÿ 
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When your sacrifice was complete, you handed your life to the Father. 

Keep us close to your cross, now and at the hour of our death.  
  

Faithful friends and loving women took loving care of your lifeless body.  

Turn the darkness of death into the brightness of day for those we love.  
(Silence for personal prayer) 

 

In the tomb you were laid, but from the tomb you arose.  

Be the Lord of the resurrection for us.  
  

Loving Jesus, for the sake of your cross and passion, we are justified in faith, cleansed 
of our sins by baptism and repentance, and made one with God. We thank you for 
your cross and for the depths of your love for us. Help us to bear our cross in the 
world and follow you until you bring us into your heavenly kingdom; where you reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen 
 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
(Please greet one another with the words, ñPeace be with you.ò) 

 

 

OFFERING OF GIFTS 
 CHANCEL CHOIR    ñIn The Name of The Lordò 

Gaither, McHugh, Patty/arr. M. McDonald 

Crowds have lined the narrow street to see the man from Galilee; 

Just a carpenter some say, leading fools astray, yet many kneel to give him praise. 

And in his eyes they glimpse the power that sees the heart of all men, 

And he knows the Fatherôs mind, he speaks the Fatherôs words,  

for he comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

There is strength in the name of the Lord, there is power in the name of the Lord, 

There is hope in the name of the Lord.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

When my plans have fallen through and when my strength is nearly gone; 

When thereôs nothing left to do but just depend on you, and the power of your Name. 

And when we call upon your Name, your strength through weakness to show, 

We can know the Masterôs plan, extend the Masterôs hand when we come in the name of the Lord. 

 

His name will be worshipped forever; Creator, Redeemer, and King. 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
We give you thanks, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son; 

who on the tree of the cross gave salvation to all, that where death began, 
there life might be restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame, might 
by a tree be overcome. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, ñTake and eat; this is my body 
given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.ò 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying, ñThis cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.ò 

 

For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lordôs 
death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

We give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you to accept our praise and with the Holy Spirit to bless us, your 
servants and these your gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share 
in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your people and 
be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy 
church, now and forever. 

Amen 
 

*THE LORDôS PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION       ñLamb of Godò 
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ñBeneath the Cross of Jesusò 
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* BLESSING   
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

Amen 

 
* SENDING 

O God, your Son chose the path which led to pain before joy and the cross 
before glory. 

Plant his cross in our hearts, so that in its power and love we may 
come at last to joy and glory. 

As we now enter into the contemplation of the Passion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and his salvation of the world, let us gather around the cross of 
Christ.  May our hearts again be opened to the story of Godôs love. 

Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN         ñNo Tramp of Soldiers Marching Feetò 
Please sing unison on Verse 4 
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*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+  

All copyrighted music and texts are used with permission. One License A-731544 ; CCLI #2049355; Augsburg 

Fortress #SAS004104. Jesus I Will Ponder Now Text: Sigismund von Birken, Music: Melchoir Vulpius ELW345. 

Lamb of God arr. Marty Haugen ©1990 GIA Publications. No Tramp of Soldierôs Marching Feet Text: Timothy 

Dudley-Smith ©1984 Hope Publishing Co. 

 

WORSHI P MATTERS 
Our opening hymn is ñAll Glory, Laud and Honoròé  In the ninth century, Theodulph, bishop of 

Orleans, was imprisoned for suspected political scheming. Legend has it that in 821 on Palm 
Sunday, Theodulph watched from his jail cell as the traditional palm procession passed through the 
city streets.  He composed ñAll Glory Laud and Honorò as his own participation in the processions.  
The words that Christians have sung for over 1,000 years proclaim the palm procession as the 
beginning of the Passion. 

This Sunday has two names, Palm Sunday & Sunday of the Passion.  At the beginning of 
worship, we celebrate Jesusô triumphant entry into Jerusalem with palm waving and shouts of 
ñHosannaò.  As we move through worship the mood changes and we look ahead to the events of 
Holy Week. 

 
Worship includes the celebration of Communion today.  We will be 
distributing communion in a continuous fashion.  As you come forward you will 
receive the bread and then you can move to the side to receive the wine.  Please 
pick up your own glass from the wine tray unless you need assistance.  The 
center light-colored glasses are grape juice.  Please place your empty glass in 
the basket as you return to your seat by the side aisle. 
 

St. Martinôs Worship Servants . . .  
Preacher   -Deacon Steve Basselman 
Acolyte            -Maddox Schneider 
Organist/Pianist            -Matthew Wachtman, Rick Breier 
Lector   -Gwen Grisier 
Bell Choir Director  -Deb Schmidt 
Usher Team Leader         -Jim Wyse 
Sound System  -Bill Phelps 
Altar Guild             -Michelle Collins, Jess Short 
Offering Counters  -Jo Ann Liechty, Butch Blankenship 
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St. Martin’s Lutheran Church 
203 S. Defiance Street Archbold OH 43502 

Phone Number: 419-445-4656   
Web Site:   www.the-welcome-place.org 

Office Hours:      
Deacon Steve Basselman  Brenda Shibler   Jake Keil  
   Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. morning           Tues. ï Fri. 8:00-12:30     Tues ï Thurs. 
   Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri. afternoon     9:00 ï 4:00 
 

e-mail:     stmartin@the-welcome-place.org           steveb@the-welcome-place.org   
jakek@the-welcome-place.org 

 
Worship Services: 9:00 am each Sunday 
    6:00 pm each Wednesday 
                      -9:00 Sunday ï live broadcast on Facebook and YouTube 
 

We welcome one another, therefore, just  as Christ h as welcomed you, for the 

glory  of God.   ð Romans 15:7 ESV 

 
. 
Friendship Circle Raffle tickets are on sale!  Purchase your tickets today or 
see any member of Friendship Circle.  All proceeds go to support local children 
at Christmas time and Back to School time.  The winning tickets will be drawn 
during coffee hour on April 16.  Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Cecilyôs Adult Sunday School class is launching a Cool Buddies Program 
to provide refrigerators for families in need.  The first two new 5ô foot units are 
in from Sauder TV and then two more units will be ordered so there wonôt be a 
delay in shipment!  Families in need will have a contract with the class and the 
family will pay weekly (as is their custom). And in a year, theyôll own the 11 cu. ft. 
 fridge on their own, at the original $700 price. No interest.   
     Of course, the class is hoping the congregation will help support the project. 
On Easter Sunday, April 9th, class members will serve a fund-raising brunch. 
Your free-will offering could be cash or a check written to St. Martinôs-Good Sam. 
With your help weôll be able to provide a new outreach to those in our community 
wedged between a rock and a hard place. And of course, if you canôt attend but 
you still want to help, just use the church offering system with a note for Good 
Sam!   
  

 
 

http://www.the-welcome-place.org/
mailto:stmartin@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:steveb@the-welcome-place.org
mailto:jakek@the-welcome-place.org
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First Communionéif any parent is interested in First Communion for any of their 
children, please contact Steve by April 2.  We will offer a series of classes after Easter. 
 
 

This Week at St. Martin’s 
 

Today ï April 2, Palm Sunday 
Worship, 9:00 am, Holy Communion 
Sunday School, 10:20 am 
Adult Sunday School, 10:30 am 
 

Tuesday ï April 4 
Menôs Breakfast Fellowship, 6:30 am at McDonaldôs 
Parkinsonôs Group, 1:00 pm 
Community Meal, 5:00 ï 6:00 pm, St. Johnôs Christian 
 

Wednesday ï April 5 
Bulletin Deadline, 9:00 am 
Welcome Meal, 5:15 pm 
Welcome Place Worship, 6:00 pm 
Catechism, 6:30 pm, in the basement 
Adult Circle, 6:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Bells, 6:30 pm 
Music Rehearsal, 7:30 pm 
 

Thursday ï April 6, Maundy Thursday 
Womenôs Breakfast Bible Study, 7:00 am, at Home Restaurant 
Maundy Thursday Worship, 7:00 pm, Holy Communion 
 

Friday ï April 7, Good Friday  
Worship, 7:30 pm 
 

Next Sunday ï April 9, Resurrection of Our Lord 
Sunrise Service, 7:00 am, Holy Communion 
Breakfast, 8:00 am, Hosted by Cecily Adult SS Class, see note 
Easter Egg Hunt, 8:45 am, after Breakfast 
Sunday School, 9:00 am 
Resurrection Service, 10:00 am, Holy Communion 
 
 

 



 17 

From Youth Leader, Jake . . .  
 
Wednesday Night Kids Program . . . Jake has re-launched our Wednesday Night 
Elementary Kids program from 6-7:00 pm for K-6th grade. He is looking for some 
volunteers who would like to help as Small Group Leaders, Large Program Leaders 
and Floaters. If this is something you are interested in, speak with Jake soon. He would 
love to fill you in on his vision and plans.  
 
Summer Camps . . . Hard to believe that summer is right around the corner, and we are 
getting ready for Summer Retreat. Camp will be held at Camp Michindoh in Hillsdale, MI. 
Weôve been invited by CedarCreek Whitehouse Campus to join them for their camp 
experience. High School camp is July 7th-9th and Middle School (5th through 9th grade) 
Camp is July 10th- 14th. Spots are limited and Registration closes May 31st. This is a new 
camp experience for St. Martinôs. If you have any questions, See Jake for more 
information. 
 
Middle School Lock-In . . . 5th-8th grade will have their Lock-in on Friday, April 21st. 
Check in is at 6:00 pm and check out will be Saturday morning at 7:00am. The High 
School event was a big hit and due to the high number I had of High School students, I 
will be looking for a lot of extra help for this event so keep an eye out for an email from 
Jake with more information. 
 
Rock the Lake . . . Rock the Lake is a free outdoor concert at Old Field Beach by Indian 
Lake just Southeast of Lima.  The event takes place Saturday, August 6th and Jeremy 
Camp, David Leonard and Ben Fuller will be headlining this year. This will also be a High 
School and Middle School event. 
 
Matthew West Concert . . . Matthew West is going to be coming to Archbold Evan 

Church with Special Guest, Mac Powell, Saturday, April 15th. This event will be for both 

High School and Middle School. There is a sign up for this concert on the desk in the 

entrance, so Jake will know how many tickets to purchase. Tickets are $22.00.  He 

would like to have tickets purchased by April 2nd. Come see Jake if you are interested or 

have any questions.   
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St. Mar tin's Prayer Line 
For our prayers in worship this morn ing and our daily devotions in the coming week, we 
remember: 

All Believers as we look for the coming Messiah, may we be ready to see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory 

All in Need both body & soul that we might know the joy we have in the presence of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and King 

Bishop Daniel Beaudoin, Synod Staff members and all the office staff, that they may be 
supported in their ministry to the Church 

The Bethel Parish of Dodoma, St. Martinôs Companion Congregation, may they continue to 
carry out Godôs ministry and mission in Tanzania 

Mission Partner Congregation of Redeemer Lutheran, Toledo may they continue to carry out 
Godôs ministry and mission in the Toledo Area 

Family & Friends of Steward Wyse, who went to his heavenly home, March 26, may we know 
the comforting presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Family & Friends of Roger LaPlante, who went to his heavenly home, March 30, may we know 
the comforting presence of our Lord Jesus Christ 

People of Ukraine during this time of unrest, may they know the presence of our Lord Jesus 
All First Responders, Hospital Staff, and Caregivers 
For those who need healing, may they know the healing hand of God 

Richelle Avers 
Tom Avers 
Owen Basselman, Pat Basselmanôs grandson 
Jo Ann Benecke 
Leo Brennan, brother-in-law of John Trudel 
Jeff Cook, Ann Ottôs son 
Jerry Geiger    
Jessica Harris 
Sharon Heckel  
Jeanise Hoeffel  
Steve & Sue Hurst, Health Concerns   
Amy Johns 
Shelly Kammeyer, daughter in law of Sharon, Leukemia 
Amanda Karduck, friend of Sara Adams & Jan Delaney  
Michael Koch, friend of Melanie & Dick Nagel 
Bonnie R. Lauber 
Stephene Medaugh, Hospice Care 
Thana Morong 
Dick Nagel 
Eva Pahl, Pat Basselmanôs niece, health concerns 
Deb A. Schnitkey, friend of the Schmidtôs 
Janice Siegel, Dustin Baileyôs mother, cancer  
Al Siewert 
Jonathan Siewert 
Peg Winzeler 
Fred Witte Jr.  
Joe Wyse 
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Kelsy Wyse 
Homebound  ï  Louise Wyse 

For those who need Godôs protection and the assurance that he is near 
     All St. Martinôs Members as they prepare for Ministry  
     Our College students both close to home and far away 
     All members, family & friends who serve in our military, Steve & Sara (Delaney) Adams, 

Patrick Cirenza (June Hayes), Bradly & Victoria Nilsson, Kennedy Hartung, Ashtyn 
Frederick, Christopher Goertz, Brendon Johns, Kasyn Schaffner, Spencer Short 

))  Prayer requests for the people of St. Martin's      )) 
(Note, we include a person's name with permission.) 

 

Last Week at St. Martinôs. . .  
 

Receipts Week of March 26, 2023, Budget and Year to Date 

 
 

 

Operating Contributions  $4,014.49 
Budgeted Weekly  
Operating Need 

$6,135.00 

Benevolence Received $120.00 
Budgeted Weekly 
Benevolence Need 

$640.00 

Other Designated Income $495.00 As of March 26, 2023   

Total Income $4,629.49 YTD Operating Received $39,408.79 

Worship: Sun./Lent./Total 114/59/173 YTD Operating Expenses ($49,252.78) 

Sunday School 42 Net Income/(Deficit) ($9,843.99) 
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